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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

3 August 1964

SUBJECTt White Houss Staff Meeting, 5 August 1964,

i» Myr. Bundy presidad.

2. Bouthowst Agia, Muck of today's sessien wag apent discitasing
various aspects af the Southeast Agln + and the cutire water-
froat was coveyed, Bafore getting luto specifice, I should staty that
the: ganersl tagia of they remarks, espetially Bundy'm, was that thuy far
everythiag the US dad done was well in hand, A te poaaible future
develnpmeants, there waw uncertainty, the feeling being that both
friendly and unfriendly reactions would become better known during
the day,

Buady began by saying that it Ly ditlieuls te nadnrsinad the
DRV metives in attacking U8 warships., He sald there obvisusly was
Sang relation betwesn the recont covert attaeks on DRV maritims basas,
but how mush was net clenr, Further, ba Xetogiined the DRV might
bave {axred stepped-up US petions aguinet tham and daclded te act,
iU it was difficuls to ceanceive what kind of image oy hid of the US
to think we cowid stend for much attacks,

Later in the mesting I came back to the point of DRV intentions
by asking what steps we ware taking to find out what Hanoi was thinking,
I racalled thnt at ens point wa were terylag to enliivase the Canadians
£4 perierrs this chows, Bundy responded that things were being done
Wt ba chose Aot o mention them spesifically. NMe added that one prob-

- Wilson of UBLA asked what avidence wa could offer: publicly
that the atiacks hpd takea place, Bundy replied that Rowan had
stresned laat night the tmportance of making the evldence publle, and
he was right, On the flret atiack, the avidence weuld be Pty good.
On the second oav the mnowst of evidence We have today i less than
we had yesterday. This resulted primarily Irom correlating bite amd
pieces of Information eliminating double counting and mistaken signals.
This ruch seemed certain: There was an attack, How rany PT boats
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were involved, how many torpedoes were fired, otc, - all this wag
still somewhat yncertain., This matter may be of gome Importance
since Hanol bam denied making the wacond attac . ‘

) Dauglaes Catey, witting in at his ficat staff meoting, raised a
question akout the Congremsicnal resolution on SE Asia, He waid he
bad not thought it through completely, but the lagie behing ?he resolu-
tion troubled him: somewbat, and he alao Questioned use of the Middle
East precedent -~ that twralng out & act too successful venture. The

logic that troutled him was how an attack on [JS forces spatifically
justified a resolution In favar of maintesance of fresdom In SE Agia,
Bundy, lu reply, jokingly told him perbaps the matter should not he
thougbt through too far. For his own part, he weltomed the recent
events as justification for a resolution the Administration had wanted
for somae time.

Other points of intarest mentioned:

Bromlay Smith thought it prudest to emphbaalze thit our attacks
wezre reprisals., Thua he thought that restrikes or follow~on air attackse
should not coatinue over an extended period of days. He asked who
wayld approve restrikes. After the moeeting ! confirmed what Bundy
thought: that suthority for restrikes would come from Washington, at
least from McNamara and probably fron. the White Houge. In the sanie
veln, Bromlay Smith also théught we shauld amphasize that "irog"

 bozabs are being used, not auzlear ones. Mo one thought this a Brablem:

this word is out already.

Some one asked what would happen if the ChiCame brought
their air power on the DRY, Bundy cautiously said chas cur people
thought we could bandle them. He then looked ot me and sald,
"General LeMay doesn't think in terms of the eaemy, does he? Ha
Assumds they won'¢ be thare." 1 made yome response to the effect
that General LeMay aswumes some of bis peaple will take care of the
eneruy for bim; he doesa't have to worry too much abgut tiac. AQl
this was seid in good bumer, and the wmatter dropped,

Referring to the President's meeting with the Congressional
"leader akip" yesterday, Bundy cominented that “"leaderablg’ was a
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funny word in this case, in that there wa,

s little Congressmen could
do in the way of lexdlng in a situntion in which the President's role
who 20 priniary, .

—

6. Presidest's Speech. The President originally was to apeak
of the dangers of auclear war at Syracuse today, He frst, am

9thers, decided today waa the wrong dsy; se s new subject wag chasen.
SE Asis will be coversd, to some axtent, a¢ Jenat.
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