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ForEworD

(1) The Warren Commission concluded that Lee Harvey Oswald
acted alone in the assassination of President John F. Kennedy, that
he was not tied to any intelligence agency, and that none of his
associates were tied to the assassination. Nevertheless, speculation
continued to center about one of Oswald’s associations: George de
Mohrenschildt and de Mohrenschildt’s background. The Warren Com-
mission concluded about de Mohrenschildt:

The Commission’s investigation has developed no signs of
subversive or disloyal conduct on the part of either of the
de Mohrenschildts. Neither the FBI, CTA, nor any other wit-
ness contacted by the Commission has provided any informa-
tion linking the de Mohrenschildts to subversive or extremist
organizations. Nor has there been any evidence linking them
in any way with the assassination of President Kennedy. (1)

(2) Despite this disclaimer of any subversive or disloyal activity
on the part of de Mohrenschildt by the Warren Commission, de
Mohrenschildt was rumored to have had ties with the intelligence
communities of several countries. Indeed de Mohrenschildt himself
admitted some involvement with French intelligence, but his ac-
tual role with them was never fully disclosed, and he emphatically
denied any other intelligence associations. He explained his travels to
Haiti with the cooperation of the Haitian Government as innocuous
business deals with no political overtones.

(3) Speculation also continued about Oswald’s relationship to de
Mohrenschildt because of the contrast between the backgrounds of the
two men. De Mohrenschildt was described as sophisticated and well
educated, moving easily in the social and professional circles of oil-
men and the so-called “White Russian” community, many of whom
were avowed rightwingers. Oswald’s “lowly” background did not
include much education or influence, and he was in fact shunned by
the same Dallas Russian community that embraced de Mohrenschildt.
(4) The committee undertook to probe more into the background
and associations of de Mohrenschildt to determine if more light could
be shed to either explain the relationship between Oswald and de
Mohrenschildt or to determine if any new information contradicts
that which was available to the Warren Commission. This probe
seemed justified in view of the controversy that continues to surround
the relationship, and the additional speculation that was caused by
the apparent suicide of de Mohrenschildt in 1977 on the day he was
contacted by both an investigator from the committee and a writer
about Oswald.

I. De MoureNscHILDT’S BACKRGROUND

(5) De Mohrenschildt testified extensivelv before the Warren Com-
mission about his childhood in Russia and Poland and his family. He
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was born on April 17,1911, in Mozyr in Czarist Russia.(2). His father,
Sergius Alexander von Mohrenschildt, was a “marshal of nobility”
in Minsk Province, and he served as director of the Nobel interests
in Russia.(3) His mother, Alexandra Zopalsky, was of Russian,
Polish, and Hungarian descent. (4). .
(6) De Mohrenschildt’s family had long had ties to the United
States. A descendant of the de Mohrenschildt family, Baron Hilien-
felt, who was a Baltic Swede, fought in the American Army of Inde-
pendence, according to de Mohrenschildt.(§) An uncle, Ferdinand
de Mohrenschildt, was First Secretary of the last Russian Embassy
in Washington under the Czarist government.(6) De Mohrenschildt’s
brother, Dimitri von Mohrenschildt, emigrated to the United States
and became a professor at Dartmouth University. (7) .
(7) De Mohrenschildt’s father was jailed by the Communist regime
in 1920 for criticizing the Communist Government. (8) Friends of the
government intervened to secure his release.(9) He was jailed again
in 1921 and was banished to Siberia(10) for life. De Mohrenschildt
explained that sentence was imposed when his father maintained that
the kind of government he favored for the Russian people was a con-
stitutional monarchy. (77)
§8) Sergius von Mohrenschildt escaped with his family to Poland;
e Mohrenschildt’s mother died soon after from typhoid fever which
she had contracted during the escape.(72) While living in Poland
the elder de Mohrenschildt successfully fought to regain an estate he
had held in Russia near the Polish border. (73) It was money from that
estate that George de Mohrenschildt brought to the United States
in 1938 when he started his first business interest.(74) The size of the
estate at that time was estimated at approximately $10.000.(15)
(9) De Mohrenschildt testified that his brother Dimitri remained
a “ferocious anti-Communist.” (76) He served in the Czarist Russian
Imperial Navy.(17) After the Russian revolution, Dimitri von Moh-
renschildt joined anti-Communist groups and was jailed by the Com-
munists and sentenced to death.(78) He was released from jail in a
prisoner exchange with the help of a Polish Catholic bishop.(19)
1Dimifri ;ron Mohrenschildt emigrated to the United States in August
920.(20

IT. ALLEGATIONS OF DE MOHRENSCHILDT NAZI ACTIVITY

(10) On October 8. 1942 the U.S. Department of State placed a
“refusal” or “lookout” in de Mohrenschildt’s passport office file.(27)
The committee was informed by the State Department that the effect
of such a “lookout” would be that when the person applied for any
type of passport action the file would be reviewed to determine if the
person posed a security threat or had made false statements upon
entering the United States. (22)

(11) The reason given for the lookout in de Mohrenschildt’s file
was: “Alleged to be Nazi agent. Refer any application to Fraud Sec-
tion.”(23) The file was cross-referenced to the file of Lilia P.
Larin. (gjp) N

(12)  De Mohrenschildt entered the United States in 1938.(25) Ac-
cording to his Warren Commission t:stimony. in 1942 de Mohren-
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schildt met and fell in love with Lilia Larin, a Mexican citizen, and
they traveled to Mexico together.(26) They stopped at a beach in
Corpus Christi, Tex., enroute to Mexico and were then confronted by
American Government agents, whom de Mohrenschildt thought might
have been FBI agents.(27) The agents accused de Mohrenschildt of
being a German Nazi spy.(28) Their car was searched but they were
then allowed to continue on their way into Mexico.(29)

{13) After de Mohrenschildt lived in Mexico for several months,
the Mexican Government informed him that he was a persona non
grata in Mexico and ordered him to leave the country.(30) De Mohren-
schildt speculated that the expulsion was prompted by General Maxino
Camacho of the Mexican Army, who was jealous of de Mohren-
schildt’s relationship with Lilia Larin.(37)

(14) De Mohrenschildt’s passport file also contained a document
dated January 28, 1943, that referred to the censorship of mail of Lilia
Larin. According to that document, a letter by Larin to the Mexican
Government was intercepted: in that letter, Larin was seeking to
intercede on de Mohrenschildt’s behalf in getting permission for him
to enter Mexico. (32) :

(15) 'When de Mohrenschildt applied for a U.S. passport in Jan-
uary 1957, his application contained a pencilled notation referring to
the earlier lookout in his file.(33) Nevertheless, the application was
approved and de Mohrenschildt’s passport was issued on January 23,
1957.(34) A similar notation was made on de Mohrenschildt’s applica-
tion in March 1960 when he applied for a passport renewal.(35) The
refusal was similarly disregarded at that time, and he continued to
receive passport renewals.(36) There was no further reference in de
Mohrenschildt’s State Department file about the original allegation or
the determinations to later disregard the refusal.

(16) The Warren Commission also questioned de Mohrenschildt
about the background of his cousin, Baron Maydell, and the allega-
tions that Maydell mav have had connections with the Nazis. De
Mohrenschildt described Maydell as a White Russian who was op-
posed to communism and thought he could get the return of his Rus-
sian estate through intervention of the Germans.(87) In de Mohren-
schildt’s opinion, it was Maydell’s German sympathies that created
controversy and speculation that he was a German spy.(38)

(17) In 1941 de Mohrenschildt began work with Mavdell’s com-
pany, Film Facts, Inc., in New York.(39) De Mohrenschildt said he
saw the work as an opportunity to learn something about making docu-
mentary movies.(40) With Maydell he made a documentary about the
resistance movement in Poland and solicited the sponsorship of the
Polish Consulate. (47) De Mohrenschildt said the movie was also used
to henefit Polish refucees.(42)

(18) De Mohrenschildt’s Central Intelligence Agency file contains a
memo dated July 30, 1942. that referred to some type of film enterprise.
The memo is written bv Ensien Horrigan and directed to Commander
Vanderhilt of the Office of Strategic Services (OSS). In the memo
Horrigan states that de Mohrenschildt said he was representine an
Irish film company that had taken pictures during the Spanish Civil
War.(43) Horrigan wrote de Mohrenschildt’s uncle’s apartment was
raided and that many films of a pro-Nazi nature were discovered which
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were intended to show the force and effectiveness of the German

Army.(44)
III. KnowLEDGE OF OswaLp’s PossessioN oF THE RIFLE

(19) George de Mohrenschildt testified before the Warren Com-
mission that one evening when he and his wife visited the Oswalds at
their Neely Street address in Dallas, Marina Oswald exclaimed that
Oswald had bought a gun and showed the gun to Jeanne de Mohren-
schildt. (45) De Mohrenschildt testified that this took place around
Easter in the spring of 1963 and that the occasion of the visit was to
take an Easter present or toy to the Oswald’s daughter. (46)
(20) In his testimony de Mohrenschildt related that during that
visit he and Oswald stood talking in the front room. (47) Marina Os-
wald opened a closet door to show the gun to Jeanne, and Jeanne in
turn called out to George who was in the next room that Lee had a gun.
(48) De Mohrenschildt said he did not look at the gun, but that Marina
saifd1 O(swald used it for target shooting and that it had a telescopic
sight. (49
(2gl) De) Mohrenschildt said he then asked Oswald “jokingly” if
Oswald had taken the shot at General Walker, which had occurred in
Dallas on April 10, 1963. (60) De Mohrenschildt said Oswald became
tense, “sort of shriveled” and made some kind of face in answer to the
question without specifically answering the question. (1)
(22) Nevertheless, in an interview at the American Embassy in Haiti
in December 1963 with State Department officials, the de Mohren-
schildts claimed that the gun incident had occurred in the fall of 1962.
(52) Mrs. de Mohrenschildt stated that Marina Oswald had said
“Look how crazy he is, he has bought a gun.”(53) Mrs. de Mohren-
schildt said she thought Oswald had only recently purchased the gun,
that it was about 4 feet long, and that she did not know if it was a rifle
or a shotgun. (54) She said Marina Oswald told her there was some-
thing special about the gun, that it was either automatic or had a
telescopic sight. (65) In that interview, de Mohrenschildt claimed that
the last time he and his wife saw the Oswalds was in January 1963 and
that the de Mohrenschildts were too busy preparing for their upcom-
ing trip to Haiti to see the Oswalds after that. (56
(23) De Mohrenschildt had contacted the American Embassy in
Port-au-Prince, Haiti, immediately after the assassination and said he
had been acquainted with Lee Harvey Oswald, volunteering to be of
assistance during the assassination investigation. (57)
(24) An April 1, 1977, the committee received from Jeanne de
Mohrenschildt, the widow of George de Mohrenschildt, a photograph
of Oswald standing in a yard and holding a rifle in one hand and two
newspapers in the other hand. (58) a gun was strapped in a holster
on his hip. This photograph, which was similar to other photographs
recovered in a search of Oswald’s property on November 23, 1963, had
?_eYef been seen by the Warren Commission or law enforcement of-
icials.
(25) On the rear of the photograph was the notation “To my friend
George from Lee Oswald,” with the date “5/IV /63” and another nota-
tion “Copyright Geo de M”, and an inscription in Russian readin
“Hunter of facists, ha-ha-ha!” (569) A handwriting panel enga
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by the committee determined that the writing “To my friend George”
and the Oswald signature were the writing of Lee Harvey Oswald.
(60) The panel was not able to conclude whether the other writing
was written by Lee Harvey Oswald, Marina Oswald, or George de
Mohrenschildt. (67)

(26) On April 1, 1977, the committee also received from Jeanne
de Mohrenschildt a copy of the manuscript of the book, “I Am A
Patsy, I Am A Patsy,” which George de Mohrenschildt was writing
about his relationship with Lee Harvey Oswald at the time of
de Mohrenschildt’s suicide on March 29, 1977.(62) In that manu-
script, de Mohrenschildt wrote that he and his wife had stumbled
upon the gun photo in February 1967 in boxes of their belongings that
they had placed in storage in early 1963 before their departure for
Haiti in May 1963.(63) De Mohrenschildt speculated in the manu-
seript that Oswald had in a sense left them a “gift from the grave,”
placing the photograph where it could later be discovered by de Moh-
renschildt.(64) He explained that the photo was among English prac-
tice records that he and his wife had loaned to Marina Oswald, and
that somehow the Oswalds had managed to return those records, in-
cluding the photograph, to the de Mohrenschildts’ possessions.(65)
(27) In the manuscript de Mohrenschildt identified the handwritten
date of the photograph, “5/1V/63” as April 5, 1963—and stated that
at that time he and his wife “were thousands of miles away in
Haiti.” (66) That statement contradicts the statements de Mohren-
schildt gave to Warren Commission and State Department officials
about the dates of his travel to Haiti.

(28) The circumstances of the de Mohrenschildts’ learning that
Oswald owned a rifle, de Mohrenschildt’s comment to Oswald about
the Walker shooting, and the circumstances of the “discovery” of the
gun photograph in the de Mohrenschildts’ possessions may indicate
knowledge the de Mohrenschildts had about the violent turn Oswald’s
political inclinations had taken that have not been fully explored.

IV. ALLEGATIONS OF DE MOHRENSCHILDT INTELLIGENCE CONNECTIONS

(29) During his Warren Commission testimony, de Mohrenschildt
was asked by Counsel Jenner if he had “ever been in any respect an
agent.”(67) De Mohrenschildt responded that he never had.(68) He
testified that none of his foreign ventures had ever involved any polit-
ical activity.(69) Nevertheless, de Mohrenschildt explained that in
1941 he was involved with Pierre Fraiss who was connected with
French intelligence work in the United States.(70)

(30) De Mohrenschildt said he went to work for the Shumaker Co.
in New York as a salesman when he first arrived in the United ‘States
in 1938.(771) He identified Fraiss as the chief of export of the Shu-
maker Co. and one of his best friends.(72) De Mohrenschildt said he
knew Fraiss was connected with French intelligence and that he
worked for Fraiss “collect[ing] facts on people involved in pro-Ger-
man activity.”(73) De Mohrenschildt said the work with Freiss took
him around the United States. (74) It also involved contacting oil
companies in the United States about selling oil to the French in com-
petition against German oil supplies during the war.(75) De Mohren-
schildt was compensated for expenses incurred in the “data collection”
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for Fraiss, but was not paid a salary, according to his sworn testi-
mony.(76)

(31)" In his Warren Commission testimony de Mohrenschildt stated
that he believed he had discussed Lee Harvey Oswald with J. Walton
Moore, whom de Mohrenschildt described as “a Government man—
either FBI or Central Intelligence.”(??) De Mohrenschildt said
Moore had interviewed him when he returned from Yugoslavia and
that he was known as the head of the FBI in Dallas.(78) De Mohren-
schildt asserted that he asked Moore and Ft. Worth attorney Max
Clark about Oswald to reassure himself that it was “safe” for the
de Mohrenschildts to assist Oswald.(79) According to his testimony,
‘de Mohrenschildt was told by one of the persons he talked to about
Oswald, although he said he could not remember who it was, that “the
guy seems to be OK.”(80)

(32) This admitted association with J. Walton Moore fed the rumors
of some involvement by de Mohrenschildt in intelligence activities.
(33) In 1963 J. Walton Moore was employed by the Central Intel-
ligence Agency in Dallas, Tex.. in the Domestic Contacts Divi-
sion.(81) According to Moore’s CIA personnel file, he was assigned
to the Domestic Contacts Division in 1948.(82) Moore’s duties in the
Dallas office were contacting individuals in the area who had informa-
‘tion on foreign topics.(83)

(34) In an Agency memorandum dated April 13, 1977, contained in
George de Mohrenschildt’s CIA file, Moore set forth facts to counter
a claim which had been recently made by WFAA-TV in Dallas that
Lee Harvey Oswald was emploved by the CIA and that Moore knew
Oswald. In that memo, Moore is quoted as saying that according to
his records the last time he talked to George de Mohrenschildt was in
the fall of 1961.(8}) Moore said that he had no recollection of any
.conversation with de Mohrenschildt concerning Lee Harvey Oswald.
(85) The memo also noted that Moore recalled only two occasions
when he met de Mohrenschildt: First, in the spring of 1958 to discuss
the mutual interest the two couples had in mainland China; and
‘then in the fall of 1961 when the de Mohrenschildts showed films of
their Latin American walking trip.(86)

(35) Other documents in de Mohrenschildt’s CIA file indicated more
contact between Moore and de Mohrenschildt than was stated in the
1977 memo by Moore. In a memorandum dated May 1,1964, from Moore
‘to the Acting Chief of the Contacts Division of the CIA, Moore
stated that he had known George de Mohrenschildt and his wife since
1957, at which time Moore got biographical data on de Mohrenschildt
-after de Mohrenschildt’s trip to Yugoslavia for the International Co-
-operation Administration.(87) Moore said also in that 1964 memo that
he saw de Mohrenschildt several times in 1958 and 1959.(88)

(86) De Mohrenschildt’s CTA file contained several reports submitted
by de Mohrenschildt to the CIA on topics concerning Yugoslavia.(89)
«(37) TIn an interview with the committee on March 14, 1978, Moore
stated that he did interview de Mohrenschildt in 1957 after the Yugo-
slavia trip.(90) At that time Moore also indicated he had “periodic”
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-contact with de Mohrenschildt for “debriefing” purposes over the
years after that.(97) Moore said that none of that contact or con-
versation with de Mohrenschildt was related to Oswald; Moore said
that the allegations that de Mohrenschildt asked Moore’s “permis-
sion” to contact Oswald were false.(92)

V. DE MoOHRENSCHILDT'S ACTIVITIES IN HATTT

(38) _ According to State Department documents, George de Mohren-
schildt and his wife were living in Haiti at the time of the assassina-
tion.(93) They arrived in the country on June 2, 1963.(94) De Moh-
renschildt had earlier been in Haiti in March 1963 and returned to
Dallas a week later.(95) He told State Department officials that he
left Dallas April 19, 1963, traveled to New York and Philadelphia,
and then returned to Dallas for “2 days” to make preparations for the
final trip to Haiti. (96)

(39) De Mohrenschildt testified before the Warren Commission that
he first visited Haiti in 1956 when he was working for the Sinclair Qil
Co. At that time he did a geological prospect for oil drilling in the
northern part of Haiti.(97) The project was abandoned because of the
expropriations of companies which were going on in the Caribbean
area.(98) When de Mohrenschildt returned to Haiti in 1961 after his
South American walking trip, he continued working on plans for a
possible geological project in Haiti.(99) During 1962 de Mohren-
schildt continued to negotiate and promote the business venture and in
that vear he formed the Haitian Holding Co. and listed as the princi-
pals of the company himself, B. Juindine Tardieu, a financier living in
Haiti with real estate holdings who served as an adviser to the Banque
Commerciale d’Haiti in Port-au-Prince, and Clemard Joseph Charles,
president of the Banque Commerciale d’Haiti.(700) The objectives of
the company, as outlined by de Mohrenschildt, were the development
of industries and enterprises in Haiti, using Haitian and American
capital, and some economic assistance from the governments of the
two countries. (701)

(40) De Mohrenschildt testified that his work in the Haitian enter-
prise was to include conducting a geological survev of Haiti to plot out
oil and geological resources on the island.(702) He said that on
March 18, 1963, he concluded a contract with the Haitian Government,
which guaranteed that he would be paid $285,000 for the survey;
$20.000 was paid in cash and the remainder was to be paid out in a
10-vear concession on a sisal plantation.(703) He explained that
Clemard Joseph Charles continued the administrative work on the
sisal plantation while de Mohrenschildt pursued his geological
work. (70})

(41) De Mohrenschildt identified before the Warren Commission
newspaper articles about Charles, which he used in his promotional
efforts to secure capital for the holding company. In one of the articles,
Charles is identified as entering into a multimillion-dollar housing
project with the financial assistance of large American banking inter-
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ests.(105) In another article, it was reported that Charles had been
presented with the keys of the city of New York. (106)

(42) De Mohrenschildt stated to the Warren Commission that the
undertaking in Haiti was a purely commercial and geological interest,
with no other “purpose or intent.” (107) De Mohrenschildt explained
that the office he used in Port-au-Prince was in fact the office of the
Inter-American Geodetic Survey, but that the maps he developed were
not to be used by any nation or group for any type of work other than
his own geological interests. (108) .

(43) De Mohrenschildt testified to the Warren Commission that he-
left Dallas in May 1963 and traveled to New York, Philadelphia, and
Washington, D.C., before arriving in Haiti in June.(709) He stated
that in Washington, D.C., he was “preparing for the eventuality of this.
project, checking with the people, Bureau of Mines, and so forth.(110)

He gave no further details, and was not asked for any by the Warren

Commission, about his activities in those cities or his contacts.

(44) 1In a CIA Office of Security memo dated December 30, 1974,
contained in de Mohrenschildt’s file, the agency noted that the de
Mohrenschildts left Dallas after April 19,1963, for a trip to New )’ork,
Philadelphia, and Washington, D.C., but they had not given any infor-
mation in their testimony “on whom they had contact with or what
they were doing 19 April to late May 1963.” (171) The memo also noted
that another individual had requested an ‘“expedite check” on de
Mohrenschildt for “exact reasons unknown.”(712) It was stated fur-
ther in the memo:

It is interesting that [name deleted] interest in de Mohren-
schildt coincided with the earlier portion of this trip and the
info would suggest that possibly [name deleted] and de
Mohrenschildt were possibly in the same environment in
‘Washington, D.C., circa April 26, 1963.(113)

(45) It was not brought out in his Warren Commission testimony,
but de Mohrenschildt did meet in Washington, D.C., in the spring of
1963 with the Department of Defense personnel and Clemard Joseph
Charles, the Haitian banker through whom de Mohrenschildt was
negotiating his Haitian contracts.

(46) George de Mohrenschildt’s Agency file contained a memoran-
dum of a phone call on May 7, 1963, to Dorothe Matlack of the office
of the Army Chief of Staff for Intelligence about de Mohrenschildt
and Charles. According to the memo, the purpose of the call was to
arrange a meeting between Charles and an Agency representative for
noon of that day.(774) Mrs. Matlack had apparently made hotel reser-
vations for the de Mohrenschildts and Charles. ( 115{

(47) Tn an interview with the committee on September 4, 1978,
Dorothe Matlack stated that she served as Assistant Director of the
Office of Tntelligence of the Army until her retirement in 1974.(776)
Her work included “human source collection of intelligence” and in-
volved serving in a liaison capacity with the Central Intelligence
Agency.(117)

(48) Mrs. Matlack said she was first informed about the visit of
Clemard Joseph Charles to the United States in 1963 by Col, Sam
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Kail,* an Army Intelligence officer who was working in Miami at that
time. (778) Kail suggested that Mrs. Matlack talk to Charles when
he visited Washington, D.C., because of Charles’ relationship to Presi-
dent Duvalier of Haiti and Iaiti’s strategic position relative to
Castro’s Cuba.(119)

(49) During the committee interview, Mrs. Matlack said that she
arranged a meeting for Charles in May 1963 in downtown Washing-
ton with Tony Czaikowski of the CIA, whom she introduced as a
professor from Georgetown University. (120) She described Charles
as “frantic and frightened” during the meeting. (727) He urged Mrs.
Matlack to get the U.S. Marines to invade Haiti and overthrow
Duvalier.(122)

(30) Mrs. Matlack =aid George and Jeanne de Mohrenschildt accom-
panied Charles to this meeting and that their presence was a “sur-
prise” to her.(723) She did not know what role de Mohrenschildt was
serving, but felt he *“dominated” Charles in some way.(724) Mrs.
Matlack said that despite the explanation of Charles and de Mohren-
schildt that they were in the jute business together, she did not believe
that was the reason for their presence together at the meeting. (125)
Referring to de Mohrenschildt, Mrs. Matlack said, “I knew the Texan
wasn’t there to sell hemip.” (126)

(51) Mrs. Matlack said she was so disturbed by de Mohrenschildt at
the meeting that she discussed it with the FBI liaison, Pat Put-
nam.(727) Mrs. Matlack said she never heard what action, if any, was
taken by the FBI about de Mohrenschildt. (728)

(52)  According to Mrs. Matlack. Charles had no military informa-
tion of value to offer.(729) She did not recall Charles ever discussing
the question of arms sales to Haiti.(730) Because of the potential
political information Charles could give about the current situation
in Haiti, the CTA became the primary contact with Charles.(737)
Mrs. Matlack said that except for a few phone calls after that meeting
she never had any further contact with Charles.

(53) A Washington Post article by Norman Gale, dated Septem-
ber 29, 1964, reported that Haitian President Francois Duvalier had
received two T-28 fighter planes from Dallas, Tex.(732) The article
stated the planes were flown to Haiti illegally.(133)

(54) According to the article, Duvalier made down payment on the
planes with a letter of credit for $210.000 drawn on the Banque Com-
merciale of Port-au-Prince, Haiti(734) The article identified Clemard
Joseph (C'harles as president and principal stockholder of the bank and
a close ally of Duvalier.(135)

(55) The article stated that Charles visited the United States earlier
in 1964 to buv boats and other weapons, and that he visited Dallas
during that trip. (136) ‘

(56) The article reported that I. Irving Davidson, Washington lob-
byist, visited Haiti in May 1963 with two Dallas arms suppliers. (137)
(57) I TIrving Davidson was interviewed by the committee on No-
vember 2, 1978, in Washington, D.C. At that time Davidson was asked

*For further information on Sam Kail, see “Staff Report on Anti-Castro Orga-
nizations, Anti-Castro Activists, and L.ee Harvey Oswald’s Activities in New
Orleans,” Hearings before the House Select Committee on Assassinations, 95th
Conz... 2d sess., Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1979, pars.
147-151. :
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about his business involvement with Haiti and the Haitian Govern--
ment and possible ties with George de Mohrenschildt.

(58) Davidson said he first became involved in business in Haiti in:
1962 or 1963 through Sam Ferber, whom Davidson described as an:
import-export dealer from New York.(738) Davidson said that he-
registered at that time with the State Department as a lobbyist on be-
half of the Haitian Government.(739) His relationship with the-
Haitian Government prospered to the extent that he became friends-
with the President of Haiti, Francois Duvalier, and remained in con-
tact with him for several years.(740) His business deals also involved’
working with the American Embassy in Port-au-Prince. Davidson:
said he was able to create warmer feeling toward Haiti by the Ameri--
can Government. (747)

(59) Davidson denied that he had ever participated in any arms:
deals for the Haitian Government;(742) he said Duvalier never had.
the money to buy arms.(743) Davidson said in the interview that he
met Clemard Joseph Charles once when visiting Duvalier, but that he
never met with him again nor transacted any business with Charles.
(144) He said he was unaware of newspaper accounts that he had
arranged arms sale deals for Charles. (745) :
(60) Davidson said he was not acquainted with George de Mohren-
schildt in Haiti.(746) In fact, Davidson claimed that he was not
aware of de Mohrenschildt until 1978, when a newspaper article by
Jeremiah O’Leary of The Washington Star suggested that Davidson
had approached the FBI to find out what information the Bureau had
on de Mohrenschildt in connection with the Kennedy assassination.
(147) The article mentioned an FBI memo about a meeting at the
Bureau between Davidson and two FBI agents in October 1967.(748)
(61) According to the FBI memo, which is dated November 1, 1967
and directed to Cartha De Loach of the Bureau from T. E. Bishop,.
Bishop and Special Agent Hobson Adcock met with Davidson at FBI
headquarters on October 81, 1967.(749) According to Bishop, David-
son telephoned the Bureau on October 28, 1967 and requested a meet-
ing with Clyde Tolson.(750) Davidson said he had been approached
by Leonard Davidov and Hugh McDonald because they wanted David-
son to make inquiries about de Mohrenschildt’s background.(161)
Davidov and McDonald were allegedly working to uncover evidence
that de Mohrenschildt was involved in the assassination and that
former President Liyndon Johnson had prior knowledge of the con-
spiracy to assassinate President Kennedy.(152) According to the
memo, Davidson also said that McDonald was engaged in some type
of business arrangement with Howard Hughes’ business empire in
Las Vegas.(153)

(62) Bishop added in the memo that Davidson volunteered that after
he made some inquiries about de Mohrenschildt for Davidov and
McDonald, he would turn the information over to the Bureau.(754)
Despite Davidson’s offer of assistance to the Bureau, Bishop character-
ized Davidson’s interest in the de Mohrenschildt aspect of the case
in this way:

During yesterday’s interview, he [Davidson] alleged his
only concern was that of protecting President Johnson from
being “smeared,” however, it is strongly believed that his
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real motive was that of seeking information on de Mohren-
schildt and McDonald. In support of this, it is noted that
prior to coming to Bureau headquarters he had already con-
tacted Edward Cohen for background information on de
Mohrenschildt and spent the previous weekend in Dallas,
Tex., allegedly for the purpose of attending a football game.
However, Dallas is also the residence of de Mohren-
schildt. (155)

(63) In the memo Bishop identified Edward Cohen as having pre-
viously been the subject of an FBI investigation.(156) Bishop noted
also that Cohen had conducted an investigation into Lyndon John-
son’s alleged association with Overseas National Airways.(157)
(64) During the interview with the committee, Davidson stated
that he never met with Bishop and Adcock as stated in the memo. (758)
Davidson said Davidov and McDonald did contact him about the
possibility of de Mohrenschildt being involved in the Kennedy assas-
sination and he did then relate the substance of that meeting to the
Bureau.(759) Nevertheless, he said the memorandum takes the im-
port of the meeting at the Bureau out of context and suggests an inter-
est in de Mohrenschildt when he in fact had none. (160)

(65) A CIA Office of Security memorandum dated January 7, 1964,
reported that a confidential informant advised that the President of
Haiti sent a confidential message to Davidson during the last week of
December, 1963; the contents of the message were not known.(Z61)
(66) The U.S. State Department further documented some involve-
ment by Charles in the sale of American military planes. In an air-
gram dated May 2, 1967 from the Department of State to the Amer-
ican Embassy at Port-au-Prince, Haiti, it was reported that Edward
Browder had leased a plane for 1 year starting on November 24, 1964,
in the name of a phony company and had flown the plane to Port-au-
Prince and left it there.(762) The airgram reported also that Browder
later cashed a check for $24,000 signed by Clemard Joseph
Charles. (163)

(67) _Another airgram from the State Department to the Embassy
dated May 25, 1967, verified that the check to Browder was drawn from
the personal account of Clemard Joseph Charles at Manufacturers.
Hanover Trust Bank.(164)

(68) Edward Browder was interviewed by the committee on Jan-
uary 12, 1978, at the Federal penitentiary at MacNeill Island, Wash.,
where he was serving a 25-year sentence for securities violations. (165)
During the interview, Browder discussed a series of gun-running and
smuggling operations he was involved in during the 1960’s that were
intended to result in the eventual overthrow or assassination of Fidel
Castro.(766) Browder stated that this work included assistance by
the CIA in the form of money and operations. (767)

(69) Browder said that during that period he did purchase at least
two B-25 planes to be used in “smuggling operations” which would be
used to assist the gun-running and raids against Cuba.(768) Browder
said he could not recall where he bought the planes.(769) However,
he said a man named Pedro Diaz Lanz flew one of the planes to
him.(770) Browder said he was a former test pilot for Lockheed Air-
craft and has also flown for Pan American Airlines.(177)
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(70) In May 1978 the committee received information that a stock-
broker in Palm Beach, Fla., had known George de Mohrenschildt
in Haiti. The information came from Jack Cogswell of Palm Beach.
According to Cogswell, he ran into Joseph Dryer, who is a stockbroker
with Loeb & Rhodes & Co. in Palm Beach and Dryer offered informa-
tion about George de Mohrenschildt.(772) Dryer told Cogswell that
when he knew de Mohrenshchildt in Haiti, de Mohrenschildt’s behav-
lor was “strange” and included following people in his car.(173)
Dryer related that de Mohrenschildt was associated with a man
named Charles who was the president of a bank in Port-au-Prince,
Haiti.(174) Dryer stated that he was told by Charles that a large
amount of money had been placed in de Mohrenschildt’s account in
Charles’ bank just before de Mohrenschildt left Haiti in 1967.(175)
(71)  Joseph Dryer was interviewed by the committee in Palm Beach
on July 6, 1978. At that time, Dryer said that in the early 1950’s
he became involved in a program sponsored by the U.S. Government
to develop a substitute for jute.(776) Dryer explained that the Gov-
ernment’s interest was in helping Caribbean and Latin American
countries develop their own jute producing capacity and thereby save
millions in the import of the product from other areas of the
world. (777) In connection with that program, Dryer set up a jute
subsidiary operation in Cuba, the North Atlantic Fiber Corp.(178)
Dryer said that in 1958, Francoise Duvalier, the President of Haiti.
sent an emissary to Cuba to discuss the prospects for a jute enterprise
in Haiti; Dryer said the emissary was Clemard Joseph Charles.(779)
Dryer said additionally that Charles was involved in the mid-1960’s
in a deal with President Johnson to buy jets in Texas. According to
Dryer, the deal did not go through, but he said Charles may have had
a successful deal for the sale of gunboats.(780) Dryer said Charles
had “many connections” with the Central Intelligence Agency, and
Dryer believed the Agency may once have “planted” a secretary on
Charles. (187)

(72) Dryer said he met George de Mohrenschildt through
Charles.(782) Dryer said that de Mohrenschildt claimed he came to
Haiti to scout for oil, but Dryer stated that “I could never figure out
what he did.”(183) Dryer expressed the belief that de Mohrenschildt
had “some intelligence connection,” but Dryer did not know with
which country. (7184)

(73) According to Dryer, he, Charles and de Mohrenschildt were
associated with a woman named Jacqueline Lancelot who owned a
well-known restaurant in Petionville, Haiti.(785) Dryer said the
restaurant was frequented by many American intelligence personnel
from the American Embassy and other foreigners.(186) Lancelot
had contact with the American intelligence operatives and passed them
information about the Duvalier government.(787) Dryer’s relation-
ship, with Lancelot included passing messages for her to people in the
{Tnited States whom Dryer assumed were connected in some way to
the CTA.(788) Dryer said one of those contacts was a person who
worked for French intelligence and cooperated with the CIA.(189)
Tn 1978, the person lived in the South. (790) o
(74) Dryer said in the interview that Lancelot told him shortly
after the Kennedy assassination that a “substantial” sum of money,
%200,000 or $250.000. had been deposited in de Mohrenschildt’s account
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in a bank in Port-au-Prince.(791) According to Lancelot, it was not
Charles’ bank.(792) Lancelot said her source of information was the
person who handed out the funds at the bank.(793) The money in the
account was subsequently paid out, although she did not know to
whom, and de Mohrenschildt left Haiti soon after. (194)

(75) According to Dryer, Jacqueline Lancelot related to him that
President Duvalier had once implied that the American President
might not remain in office.(795) Lancelot reportedly said that during
a speech to Haitian troops in a port city, Duvalier allegedly said that
“the big man in the White House wasn’t going to be there much
longer.”(196) Lancelot told Dryer that she was not sure if that state-
ment was made by Duvalier {;efore or after President Kennedy’s
assassination. (197)

(76) During the interview with the committee investigator, Dryer
was asked if he were familiar with the names of a number of people
who may have had some connection or association with George de
Mohrenschildt. Of the names, Dryer recognized Dorothe Matlack and
William Avery Hyde.(7198) He remembered Matlack as one of the
people Charles asked Dryer to contact for him in the United
States.(799) Dryer could not remember in what connection or con-
text Hyde’s name had been used by de Mohrenschildt. (200)

(77) The possible association between George de Mohrenschildt and
William Avery Hyde may have some significance because Hyde is the
father of Ruth Paine, the woman with whom Marina Oswald was
living at the time of the assassination. The connection was intriguing
because there was never any intimation by the Warren Commission
that de Mohrenschildt had more than a brief acquaintance with Ruth
Paine.

(78) De Mohrenschildt stated in his Warren Commission testimony
that. he met Ruth Paine on only one occasion, at a party at the home
of Everett Glover in Dallas.(207) De Mohrenschildt said the party
took place in either January or February of 1963.(202) De Mo?xren-
schildt stated that it was his “recollection” that that was the only time
he saw Ruth Paine. (203)

(79) In her Warren Commission testimony, Ruth Paine stated that
she first met George de Mohrenschildt and his wife at the party at
Everett Glover’s, and that she never saw them again after that.(204)
Ruth Paine gave the date of that party as February 22, 1963.(205)
She stated that she had “no conversations, no letters, no contact what-
soever” with the de Mohrenschildts either before or after that
party.(206)

V1. De MoureNscHILDT M1LiTaRY CONNECTIONS

(80) In addition to being present with Clemard Joseph Charles at a
meeting in Washington, D.C., in May 1963 with a member of the Army
Chief of Staff for Intelligence Office, George de Mohrenschildt had
other personal associations with military personnel.

(81) An FBI memorandum dated September 15, 1942, stated that
at that time de Mohrenschildt lived at 3022 Benton Street NW., in
Washington, D.C., with Quinten Keynes, whom the memorandum
described as a member of British intelligence, and two American

43-792 0 - 79 - 5§
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naval officers.(207) The memorandum also stated that de Mohren-
schildt was allegedly “very pro-Nazi.” (208)

(82) In October 1942 the FBI interviewed the man who rented the
Benton Street house, Paul Joachim. Joachim told the FBI that he
was employed at the time in the Navy building. (209) The other occu-
pants of the house were Lt. Cdr. Harry Hull of the U.S. Navy, and
Quinton Quines, who Joachim said worked at the British Em-
bassy.(210) Joachim said de Mohrenschildt lived at the house during
the end of May and all of June 1942.(217) He said de Mohrenschildt
never made any statements about feelings toward any country, and no
statements which were pro-Nazi. (212)

(83) De Mohrenschildt testified before the Warren Commission that
at the time he first met Oswald in Fort Worth in the summer of 1962
he was accompanied by Col. Lawrence Orlov.(273) De Mohrenschildt
described Orlov as his “very close friend” and stated that the two men
were on business together in Fort Worth when de Mohrenschildt sug-
gested that they visit the Oswald family.(274) No further informa-
tion about Orlov was elicited; he was presumably retired from the
military at that time. ) .
(84) De Mohrenschildt testified further that during the first period
of his acquaintance with the Oswalds in the fall of 1962, he and his
wife took the Oswalds to a party in Dallas at the home of retired
Navy Adm. Chester Bruton.(275) De Mohrenschildt said he and his
wife were close to the Brutons.(276) During the party Bruton asked
Oswald about his service in the Marine Corps, and according to de
Mohrenschildt, received such a negative response from Oswald that
the conversation was quickly terminated. (217)

GEORGE DE MOHRENSCHILDT CHRONOLOGY FROM WARREN COMMISSION TESTIMONY

April 17, 1911—Born in Mozyr, Russia, to Sergis Alexander Von Mohrenschildt
and Alexandra Zopalsky.

1918—Returned to live in Minsk after the Russia revolution.

1920—Father seized and put in jail by the Communists.

1921—Father banished to Siberia aftér second arrest; sentenced to life imprison-
ment.,

1922—Father released from prison due to illness and escaped with family to
Poland; mother died soon after from typhoid fever.

1920—Graduated from gymnasium in Wilno, Poland. Volunteered for Polish
Army and attended Polish Military Academy in Grudziondz.

1981—Graduated from military academy with rank of sergeant candidate officer.
Went to Belgium and enrolled in Institut Superieur de Commerce at Antwerp.
Returned to Poland to take part in military summer maneuvers.

Approximately 1936—Received masters degree equivalent at Institut. Entered
University of Liege.

1938—Receivgd equivalent of doctor of science of international commerce from
Liege. During university studies ran sport shop business with girlfriend.

May 1938—Emigrated to the United States with approximately $10,000 from
his mother’s estate and sports business. Worked for Chevalier Garde in New
York selling perfumes. Worked as salesman for Shumaker & Co. Met Jackie
Kennedy and her mother at Belport, Long Island, during the summer vacation.

1939—41—Dabbled in insurance business but failed to pass broker’s examination.

1939—Worked for Humble Oil in Houston, Tex. Visited Louisiana home of
Margaret Clark Williams who had large oil property in Louisiana. Returned

to Louisiana and worked on rig in Terrebonne Parish. Tried to et job as polo

lnstrucbo_r at Arizona Desert School for Boys. Contracted amoﬁbic;l dysenxt,gry

i: Louizx:n; z::&l ;eﬁlgn%l tg New York to recover. Mobilized by the Polish
rmy; contac olish Embassy in Washin .C. “

to join the Polish Army.” v gton, D0, but, "It was too late
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1941—Cousin Baron Maydell offered de Mohrenschildt job making documentary
movies. Assisted making of movie on Polish resistance. .

1941—Worked with Pierre Fraiss at Shumaker Co. ; assisted Fraiss in “collecting
facts on people involved in pro-German activity” on behalf of French intelli-
gence in the United States. Traveled to Texas to attempt to contact oil com-
panies about French purchases.

Approximately 1941—Received 4-F deferment from American Army. Met Lilia
Pardo Larin through “Klng of Bananas” of Brazil, Dr. Paulo Machado, and
went to live with her in Mexico. Car stopped by FBI agents at Corpus Christi
and de Mohrenschildt accused of taking photographs of Coast Guard station
at Arkansas Pass; carried Polish passport, accused of being German spy.
Remained in Mexico approximately 9 months; invested in sugar company.
Expelled from Mexico for allegedly illicit relationship with Lilia and returned
to the United States.

1942-—Met Dorothy Pierson in Palm Beach.

1943—Married Dorothy Pierson. Exhibited paintings at Newton Gallery in New
York.

1944—Traveled to Texas. Got a loan from the Russian Student Fund. Applied
at Colorado School of Mines, Rice Institute and University of Texas. Entered
University of Texas School of Geology with minor in petroleum engineering.

1945—Received masters degree in petroleum geology. Worked as field engineer
for Pantepec Oil Co. in Venezuela.

1946—Returned to the United States. Went to work for Rangely Field Commit-
tee in Colorado and worked in drilling statistics and technology.
Met Phyllis Washington during vacation in New York.

1947—First went to Haiti and began establishing mining and development
business.

July 1949—Became American citizen.

1949—Received divorce from Phyllis Washington.

1950—Moved to Denver.

Formed Hooker and de Mohrenschildt partnership in drilling and leases.

April 1951—Married Wynne Sharples.

1952—Terminated partnership with Ed Hooker, returned to New York.

1953—Son Sergei born. .

1954—Daughter Nayda born.

Formed Walden Oil Co. with wife’s uncle, Col. Edward J. Walz.

1956—Took job in Haiti with Sinclair Oil Co. Traveled to Nigeria, France,
Mexico on oil exploration, also Ghana, Togoland, France. Traveled to Cuba for
Pantetec Oil Co. Traveled for Charmex, Cuban Venezuelan Trust, Warren
Smith Co., Three States Oil & Gas and Lehman Trading Corp.

1957—Contacted by Core Lab of Dallas about work in Yugoslavia for Inter-
national Cooperation Administration and Yugoslav Government.

1957—Divorced from Didi Sharples.

Feb.—Oct. 1957—Worked in Yugoslavia under ICA. Accused by Communists of
making sketches of military fortifications in Yugoslavia. Met Jeanne Le Gon
in Dallas.

1958—Returned to Yugoslavia to develop drilling venture using Yugoslav labor
for John Mecom of Cardwell Tool Corp. Visited Poland for 10 days. Visited

Dominican Embassy in Washington, D.C., to discuss oil project with
Ambassador.

1959—Married Jeanne Le Gon. )

1959 or 1960—Went to Mexico City for Texas Eastern Corp. and encountered
Mikoyan.

1960—Son Sergei died of cystic fibrosis. Became chairman of Cystic Fibrosis
Fund of Dallas. Started National Foundation for Cpystic Fibrosis with
Jacqueline Kennedy as honorary chairman.

1960—Went on walking trip from Mexico through Guatemala, El Salvador,
Nicaragua, Honduras, Costa Rica, and Panama.

Fall 1961—Returned from walking trip.

Early 1962—Went to Haiti to set up project to review mining resources of Haiti.
Returned to Louisiana on Lykes Line ship. Began geology consulting work in
Dallas.

Summer 1962—Told by George Bouhe of young American defector who returned
to United States with Russian wife living in Fort Worth. A few days later,
went with Colonel Orlov to visit Oswalds; Marina was home alone; Oswald
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arrived home later. A few days after that saw Marina alone again when his
wife took her to a dental clinic at Baylor. Offered to help Oswald find a job;
introduced him to Samuel Ballen—later said that may have occurred in
December 1962 or January 1963.

Sept. 1962—Visited Oswald home in Oak Cliff: Marina had a black eye and
claimed Oswald was beating her. Helped Marina move in with the Mellers.
A few days later Oswald came by and asked for the address of the Mellers.
Talked to Max Clark about Oswald and J. Walton Moore.

Oct. 1962—Visited Elena Hall while Marina was living with her.

Christmas 1962—Invited Oswalds to party at home of Declan Ford. Did not see
Oswalds in October, November, and December 1962 until the Christmas
party.

January 1963—Took Oswalds to party at home of Everett Glover. Met Ruth
Paine for the first time at Glover’s party ; never saw Ruth Paine again. During
same period took Oswalds to party at home of Adm. Chester Bruton.

March 1963—Went to Haiti to arrange geology contract with Haitian Govern-
ment. Stopped over in Dominican Republic.

March 13, 1963—Congress of Haiti approved de Mohrenschildt’s geological sur-
vey for $285,000; part of payment to de Mohrenschildt is to be interest in sisal
plantation with 10 year concession.

Easter 1963—Visited Oswalds at Neely Street address; Marina showed Jeanne
Oswald's gun. Asked Oswald about the Walker shooting.

May 1963—Left Dallas for Haiti; stopped over in New York, Washington, and
Philadelphia.

June 1963—Went to Haiti. Stopped over in Dominican Republic.

April 1964—Went to Dominican Republic from Haiti to get Bureau of Mines in-
formation. Went to San Juan, P.R.

Submitted by : Me. S B
8. SureLL Brapy,

Staff Counsel.
REFERENCES

(1) Report of the President’s Commission on the Assassination of President
Kennedy (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1964), pp. 283-
84 (hereinafter Warren report).

(2) Testimony of George de Mohrenschildt, Hearings of the President’s
Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy (Washington, D.C.: U.S.
Government Printing Office, 1964), Apr. 22, 1964, vol. 9, p. 168 (hereinafter “War-
ren Commission”),

(3) Id.at p. 169.

(4) I1d.at p. 168.

(5) Id.atp. 183.

(6) Id. at p. 173. (de Mohrenschildt testified that Ferdinand de Mohrenschildt,
who died in 1924 or 1925, was married to the daughter of William Gibbs
McAdoo.)

(7) Id. at p. 271. (Counsel Jenner of the Warren Commission asked de Mohren-
schildt if Sergius de Mohrenschildt, who was reportedly born in Pennsylvania
and went into the oil business, was his grandfather, but de Mohrenschildt could
not confirm that information.)

(8) Id. at p. 171.

(9) Ibid.

(10) Id. atp. 172.

(11) Ibid.

(12) Id. at pp. 172-73.

(13) 1d. at p. 174.

(14) 1d. at p. 178.

(15) 1d. at p. 179.

(16) 1d. at p. 176.

(17) Ibid.

(18) Ibid.

(19) Id. at p. 177.

(20) Ibid (George de Mohrenschildt explained in his testimony that he ceased
using the prefix “Von” in his name when he became an American citizen and
adopted the French “de.” His brother Dimitri, however, retained the original
name.)



65

(21) Department of State, Passport Office document, October 8, 1942, House
ls’go)ect Committee on Assassinations, Tab B, p. 2. (JFK Classified Document No.

(22) Staff outside contact report, Oct. 24, 1978, House Select Committee on
Assassinations (JFK Document No. 013224).

(23) Department of State, Passport Office document, Oct. 8, 1942, House Select
Cogznittee on Assassinations, Tab B, p. 2. (JFK Classified Document No. 172).

) Ibid.

(25) Testimony of George de Mohrenschildt, Warren Commission Hearings,
Apr. 22, 1964, vol. 9, p. 179.

(26) 1d. atp. 185.

(27) 1d. at p. 186.

(28) Ibid.

(29) Ibid.

(30) Id. at p. 187.

(31) Ibid.

(32) Department of State, Office of Censorship Document, Jan. 23, 1943, House
Select Committee on Assassinations, Tab B, p. 8. (JFK Classified Document No.
172).

(33) Department of State, Passport Office document, passport application,
1/ /57 (date illegible), George de Mohrenschildt Passport Office file.

(34) Ibid.

(35) Department of State, Passport Office document, passport renewal applica-
tion, Mar. 10, 1960, George de Mohrenschildt Passport Office file.

(36) Ibid.

(37) Testimony of George de Mohrenschildt, Warren Commission Hearings,
Apr. 22, 1964, vol. 9, p. 182.

(38) Ibid.

(39) Ibid.

(40) Ibid.

(41) Id. at pp. 182-83.

(42) Id. at p. 182.

(43) CIA classified document, OSS Memo, July 30, 1942, George de Mohren-
schildt 201 file.

(44) Ibid.

(45) Testimony of George de Mohrenschildt, Warren Commission Hearings,
Apr. 23, 1964, vol. 9, p. 249.

(46) Id. at p. 248.

(47) 1d. at p. 249.

(48) Ibid.

(49) Ibid.

(50) Ibid.

(51) Ibid.

(52) Department of State airgram, Dec. 8, 1963, House Select Committee on
Assassinations, p. 3. (JFK Document No. 011353).

(58) Ibid.

(54) Ibid.

(65) Ibid.

(56) Ibid.

(57) Ibid.

(58) Affidavit of Receipt of de Mohrenschildt items, Apr. 1, 1977, House Select
Committee on Assassinations. (JFK Document No. 001145. JFK exhibit F-382.
F-383).

(59) Ibid.

(60) Testimony of Joseph McNally, Sept. 14, 1978, hearings before the House
Select Committee on Assassinations, 95th Cong., 2d sess., Washington, D.C.;
U.S. Government Printing Office, 1979, vol. I1, p. 376 (hereinafter referred to as
McNally testimony (Sept. 14, 1978, II HSCA-JFK hearings, 376).

(61) Ibid.

(62) Affidavit of receipt of de Mohrenschildt items, Apr. 1, 1978, House Select
Committee on Assassinations (JFK Document No. 001145).

1{63) De Mohrenschildt manusecript, House Select Committee on Assassinations
(JFK Document No. 001198).

(64) Id. at p. 184.

(65) Id. at p. 182.

(66) 1d. at p. 183.



66

(67) Testimony of George de Mohrenschildt, Warren Commission Hearings,
Apr. 22, 1964, vol. 9, p. 212.

(68) Ibid.

(69) Ibid.

(70) 1d. at p. 184.

(71) 1d. at p. 183.

(72) Ibid.

(73) Id. at p. 184.

(74) Ibid.

(75) Ibid.

(76) Ibid.

(77) Testimony of George de Mohrenschildt, Warren Commission hearings,
Apr. 23, 1964, vol. 9, p. 235.

(78) Ibid.

(79) Ibid.

(80) Ibid. '

(81) CIA classified document, J. Walton Moore personnel file, biographic pro-
file, reviewed Feb. 20, 1975.

(82) CIA classified document, J. Walton Moore personnel file, memorandum,
Dec. 8, 1949,

(838) CIA classified document, J. Walton Moore personnel file, fitness report,
Apr. 1, 1963-Mar. 31, 1964. "

(84) CIA classified document, George de Mohrenschildt 201 file, memorandum,
Apr. 13, 1977, to Chief DCD.

(85) Ibid.

(86) Ibid.

(87) CIA classified document, George de Mohrenschildt 201 file, memorandum,
May 1, 1964, to Acting Chief, Contacts Division, from Dallas resident agent.

(88) Ibid.

(89) CIA classified document, George de Mohrenschildt 201 file, process sheet
for OO/C collections.

(90) Staff interview of James Walton Moore, Mar. 14, 1978, House Select Com-
mittee on Assassinations, p. 2 (JFK Document No. 014893).

(91) Id. at p. 3.

(92) Ibid.

(93) Department of State Airgram No. A-131, Dec. 8, 1963, House Select Com-
mittee on Assassinations (contained in JFK Document No. 009963).

(94) Department of State Incoming Telegram No. 013865, Dec. 19, 1963, House
Select Committee on Agsassinations (contained in JFK Document No. 009963).

(95)- Ibid. :

(96) Ibid.

(97) 1d. at p. 276.

(98) Ibid.

(99) Ibid.
19!(1005{s George de Mohrenschildt exhibit 6, Warren Commission Hearings, vol.

, p. 551,

(101) Ibid.

(102) Testimony of George de Mohrenschildt, Warren Commission Hearings,
Apr. 23, 1964, vol. 9, p. 280.

(103) 14. at p. 282,

(104) 1d. at p. 281.

(105) George de Mohrenschildt exhibit No. 1, Warren Commission Hearings,
vol. 19, p. 544.

(106) Ibid.

(107) Testimony of George de Mohrenschildt, Warren Commission Hearings,
Apr. 23, 1964, vol. 9, p. 280.

(108) 1d. at p. 281.

(109) 1d. at p. 277.

(110) Ibid.

(111) CIA classified document, Office of Security memo, Dec. 30, 1974, George
de Mohrenschildt Office of Security file.

(112) Ibid.

(118) Ibid.

((gg; ](Z}bll% classified document, memo, May 7, 1963, De Mohrenschildt 201 file.



67

(116) Staff interview of Dorothe Matlack, Sept. 4, 1978, House Select Commit-
tee on Assassinations (JFK Document No. 015042).

(117) Ibid.

(118) Id. atp. 2.

(119) Ibid.

(120) Ibid.

(121) Ibid.

(122) Ibid.

(123) Ibid.

(124) Ibid.

(125) Ibid.

(126) Ibid.

(127) Ibid.

(128) Ibid.

(129) 1d. at p. 3.

(180) Ibid.

(131) Ibid.

(182) The Washington Post, Sept. 29, 1964.

(133) Ibid.

(134) Ibid.

(135) Ibid.

(136) Ibid.

(137) Ibid.

(138) Staft interview of I. Irving Davidson, Nov. 2, 1978, House Select Com-
mittee on Assassinations, p. 1 (JFK Document No. 013230)

(189) Ibid.

(140) Ibid.

(14I) Ibid.

(142) Ibid.

(143) Ibid.

(144) Ibid.

(145) Ibid.

(146) Ibid.

(147) Ibid.

(148) The Washington Star, Jan. 24, 1978.

(149) FBI memorandum, Nov. 1, 1967, serial 62-109060-5887.

(150) Ibid.

(161) Ibid.

(152) Ibid.

(153) Ibid.

(154) Ibid.

(155) 1d. at p. 3.

(156) Id. at p. 2.

(157) Ibid.

(158) Staff interview of I. Irving Davidson, Nov. 2, 1978, House Select Com-
mittee on Assassinations (JFK Document No. 013230).

(159) Ibid.

(160) Ibid.

(161) CIA classified document, memo, Jan. 7, 1964, 1. Irving Davidson Office of
Security file.

(162) Department of State airgram, from State Department to American Bm-
bassy, Port-au-Prince, May 2, 1967.

(163) Ibid.

(164) Department of State airgram, from State Department to American Em-
bassy, Port-au-Prince, May 25, 1967.

(165) Staff interview of Edward Browder, Jan. 12, 1978, House Select Com-
mittee on Assassinations, p. 1 (JFK Document No. 005081).

(166) 1d. at pp. 2-3.

(167) 1d. at p. 4.

(168) Ibid.

(169) Ibid.

(170) Ibid.

(171) Ibid.



68

(172) Staff outside contact report, May 17, 1978. House Select Committee on
Assassinations (JFK Document No. 009434).

(173) Ibid.

(174) Ibid.

(175) Ibid.

(176) Staff Interview of Joseph Dryer, July 6, 1978, House Select Committee
on Assassinations, p. 1 (JFK Document No. 009765).

(177) Ibid.

(178) Ibid.

(179) Ibid.

(180) Ibid.

(181) Ibid.

(182) Ibid.

(183) Ibid.

(184) Ibid.

(185) I1d. at p. 2.

(186) Ibid.

(187) Ibid.

(188) Ibid.

(189) Ibid.

(190) Ibid.

(191) Ibid.

(192) Ibid.

(198) Ibid.

(194) Ibid.

(195) Id. atp. 3.

(196) Ibid.

(197) Ibid.

(198) Ibid.

(199) Ibid.

(200) Ibid.

(201) Testimony of George de Mohrenschildt, Warren Commission Hearings,
Apr. 23, 1964, vol. 9, p. 257.

(202) Ibid.

(203) Id. at p. 268.

(204) Testimony of Ruth Paine, Warren Commission Hearings, Mar. 18, 1964.
vol. 2, p. 436.

(205) Id. at p. 435.

(206) Id. at p. 436.

(207) FBI memorandum. Sept. 15, 1942, Serial No. 100-32965-34.

(208) Ibid.

(209) FBI memorandum, Oct. 1942, Serial No. 100-32965-36.

(210) Ibid.

(211) Ibid.

(212) Ibid.

(218) Testimony of George de Mohrenschildt, Warren Commission Hearings,
Apr. 22, 1964, vol. 9, p. 225.

(214%) Ibid.

(215) Testimony of George de Mohrenschildt, Warren Commission Hearings,
Apr. 23, 1964, vol. 9, p. 258.

(216) Ibid.

(217) Ibid.



69
APPENDIX

ManuscripT BY GEORGE DE MOHRENSCHILDT

The manuscript of the book George de Mohrenschildt was writing
at the time of his death in March 1977 is included in this staff report
as an appendix. In it de Mohrenschildt gave many details about his
activities and associations, and perhaps most significantly, an insight
into how he perceived his relationship with Lee Harvey Oswald.

The facts and information in the manuscript in many respects differ
from, and occasionally boldly contradict, statements that were made
by de Mohrenschildt to several Government agencies at the time of the
assassination and other information that has been made public. While
there is no longer any way to resolve those factual conflicts or to con-
front de Mohrenschildt with the discrepancies, the manuscript is,
nevertheless, included here to shed light on at least how George de
Mohrenschildt himself viewed those facts and how he wanted the pub-
lic record to read about himself and Oswald.
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) § A PATSY! 1 AM A PA !
Preface in Haiti, V1198

I am a patsy! I am a patsy! These lgst words of my friend, Lee Harvyy
Osvald still ring in my ears and make me think of the terrible injustice
inflicted on the memory of this "supposed assassin”.

November 1963 was fairly uneventful in Ha_ul - no shootings and no inva-
sions. My younf geologist Alston Boyd and I hn;l worked in our office located
on Avenue Truman in the center of Port-au-Prince. Since we starfed very
early in the morning to avoid the infernal daily heat, our daily chores
were over :c 2 PM. Thig office occupled a large room of a quanset building
belonging to the Haitian Government gnd we were kept there virtually incom- |
munt.gndo since it contalned government maps and other "strategic infomation®.

Alston and I drove to my house overlooking Port-au-Prince in the area
called Tonton Lyle and a block away from the presidential retreat, then we
ate and took a siesta, like any self-respecting Haitian. Then, later tbe
affernoon we dressed and wentto the reception at the Lebanese Embassy.

The usually animated streets of the capital seemed deserted. "I feel
. trouble in the a!.r.". sddd my wife Jeanne. The air was balmy, the soldiers

and the tontons macoutes were ablsent and we could not hear any shots.

We greeted the Lebanese Ambassador and joined the crowd. George Morel,
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head of the Pan-American Airways in Haiti came up to us immediately,
"3idn't you know your president was killed?" He asked in a strained voice.

At first we thought he was talking abodt the President of Haiti, Docteur
Frangois Duvalier who was my nominal boss in Haiti. Seeing oub blank expres
sions, Morel explained. "President kennedy was assassinated to-day."

I hoped that it would't happen in Texas and espectally in Dallas. But
Morel summarily explained the situation - and it was in Dallas.

Gloomily we filed out of the Lebanese Embassy, where people did not seem

to be too badly concerned about President Kennedy's fate,got in the car

and drove away. "If if had his tont tes a d, this would not have
happened.™ I said angrily and this was my first serfous criticism of our
services supposed to protect the President of the United States.

‘We drove gloomily to the American Embassy, located near the sea-shore
and not too far from my office. The doors were wide opened and two matlne'l
stood there on both sides of a book where the American :gaidenu woukd
sign their names as a gesture of reverence to the dead head of state,
Having signed our names, we were the first to have d;)ﬁe it, we drove to the
house of an old friend of mineValentin (Teddy) Blaque, an attache at the

Embassy .
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Teddy's house was similar to ours, but more alebaroate, with a large
terrace overléoking the gparkling bay of Port-au-Prince. Several mutual
friends stood around, looking at each other with stunned expressions, and
seemes to ask the same question:"Why him?"

"For the first time we had a president who was yound and energetic., And

he was trying to solve the problems of the world," said Jeanne sadly, hold-

ing back her tears. "And he had to go..."
The beautiful view seemed funereal to us, as we stood there silently,
"And 4in DglLLas," I mused aloud, why there? A consexvative and somewhat
provincial city, but successful and proud of its success. We knew the Mayoo
- a charming man - and many city fathers.
"But who did it?" I asked Teddy.
"I just listened to the radio and a suspect was arrested already," he
said.
Before he mentioned the name, I thought of Lee and his rifle with the
telesc;ptc lense, "doul.d it be Lee? No it was impossible."
And driving back héme, in stunned silence, we thought of Lee and the
predicament he was in.
But since the official version had it that Lee Harvey Osvald was the

main suspect, we made our depdsition at the Embassy. We did know him and
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we were aware of the fact he owned a rifle, We would be happy to testify
what we knew about him and about our relationship with him and his wife.
But we did not believe he was the assassin.

Then we learned that a letter was sent by someone influential in Washin-
gton to the officlals of the Haitlan government to drop me from the payroll
and to exile me as fast as possible. Fortunately I had good friends and the
latter did not happen. And later, little by little, we were ostracized
by the United States Ambassador Tmnoris, then by the American businessmen
and government employees, with whom we had been on vexy good terms and )
tinnlly,came the news of the investigation of all our friends and even
acquaint.ances in the United States.

Then came the man with the white teeths and a flannel suit, an FBI
ggent trying to scare us off. At last, after a long time, we were offi-
cially invited to come to Washington and help the Warren Committee in
their investigation. Although we could contribute very little, we still
accepted to go to Washington and testofy. Although our depositions were
supposed to remain confidential, all the three hundred pages of irrelevant
_conversation were printed and promiscuously distributed, Actually our de-
positions were longer than Marina's and Mrs. Marguerite Osvald's put toge-~

thert Why?
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We assume two ragsons - to waster taxpayer's money and to distract
attention of the American people from the people involved in the assassina-
tion of President Kennedy. All the gossipy, futile stuff, related to our
private lives, half of it not relevant to Osvald, boring and useless. And
all this because my wife and I liked Lee Harvey Osvald, tried to defend him
and because Lee said, before he died: " I liked and admired George de Mohren-

schildt.”
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Getting to know Lee Harvey Osvald and hi wife,

Early in the summer of 1962 the rumours spread out among the Russian
speaking people of Dallas and Fort Worth of an unusual couple - the
Osvalds, He was supposedly an ex-marine, an unfriendly and eccentric
character, who had gone to Russia and brought back with him a Russian
wife. He had lives in Minsk where I had spent my early childhood. And so
1 was curious to meet the couple and to find out what had happened to
Minsk.

Someone gave me Lee's addressand one afternoon a friend of wmine,
Colonel Lawrence Orloff and myself drove to Fort Worth, about 30 miles
from Dallas. We drove over the dreary, sewage smelling miles separating
thk two cities. Texas does have lovely open spaces, but here they were
degraded and polluted. After some searching, we found a shack on Merce-
des street in a semi-industrial, slummy area, near Montgomery Ward.

I knocked and a tawdry but clean young woman opened the door. I intro-
duced myself and the colonel, giving a reference the name of George Bouhe
from whom I obtained the address. George was an elderly refugee, very
friendly, the father superior of all the Russians in the Dallas Fort Worth
Area. So this was Marina Osvald.

To Orlov she was beautiful notwithstanding bad teeths and mousy blond

hair.
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1 did not f£ind her very attractive although she had a certain charm
and she spoke beautiful, melodious Russian, so different from the lgNguage
used by us who anglicized our language and bastardized it by foreigh in-
tonations and words.

Marina offered us some sherry and said that Lee would be over soon,
We sp;:ke a little, fooling around; she had a pretty good sense of humour
but the opinions she expressed seemed trite to me. And then entered Lee
Harvey Osvald who was to become so famuous or so infamous . He wore over-
alls and clean workingman's shoes on. Only someone who had never met Lee
could have called him insignificant. "There is something putstanding
about this man," I told myself. One could detect immediately a very sincere
and forward man. Althoug he was average-looking, with no outstanding
features and of medium size, he showed in his conversation all the elements
of concentration, thought and toughness. This man had the courage of his
convictions and did not hesitate to discuss them. I was glad to meet such
a person and was carried away bgck to the days of my youth in Europe, where
as students, we discussed world affaires and our own ideas over many beers
and without caring about time.

Lee ¥as looking tenderly from time to time at Baby June, He loved her.
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Wa shook hands and left. Driving back the colonel mused:"she 1is so
charming and youngl"

#But I found th ex-marine so much more interesting,"” I said,
My friend, the retired air-force colonel resented Lee, his offhandedness,
his ironic smiles and especially his feroclous spirit of independence.

All his sympathy went to Marina, the poor Russian refugee,

43-792 0 - 79 - 6
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Ve spoke English first and then, somehow, we swithched to Russian,

Lee spoke it very well, only with a slight accent. Marina did not say very
much. "Doesn’'t your wife gpeak any English at all?” I asked Lea,

"No, and I don't want her to know English. I want her to continue
speaking her own language. Russian {8 beautiful and I dont want to forget
1t." And he added with deep conviction. "Russian litterature is marvelous
and the people I met in the Soviet Unlon were so warm and nice to me. Yes,
I made many friends there," he added thoughtfully.

"And how about the Soviet Government?" I asked anxiously,

"Well, that's another story, The trouble with me X always look for an
ideal which probably does not exist."

"Mayve your friend does not understand Russian," said Lee looking at
Colonel Orloff, "Let's speak English then., You know I was a marine and
have respect for the brass,” he smiled and added a few kind words to my
friend,

And then it was time for us to go. "My wife speaks Russian also and she
would like to spead some time with you Marina, and the baby of course,” I
said.

';I would like to but it will depend on Lee," she answered humbly.

"I an sure Lee will let you go and will come himself? A bond of

friendship was already formed between the two of us.



79

Firzt meetings with Lee,
Lee called me a few days after our trip to Fort Worth. "Marina and I will
come over to-night, if you don't mind," he gaid.
"Maybe I could drive to Fort Worth and drive you?" I asked.
"No, thank you, we will come by bws," he answered laconically.

And here they were, Marina, Lee and the baby June., We lived at the time

in a pleasant area called University Park, a few blocks from the Southern

Methodist University, a conservative stronghold. Both my wife and I were
faily free at the time and welcomed our guests, so different from the local
society. Jeanne 1iked Marina immediately and offered to help he‘r with hu' N
English. "Yes, I have to know the language," she agreed and then added inex-
pectedly. "Paople already asked me why I liked Lee," and her e)'res datr.edb .
about the fumtiture and decoration of our rather modest home,"and I answer
them, why did Lee like me?" Jeanne liked this humble ren;atk and her's;'mpat:_hy
forMarina increased,

In the meantime Lee and I sat on a comfortable sofa and talked all evening,

Naturally I do not r ber the seq » although a recorded what 1 remem-

<

bered a few years later, but mostly I asked questions and he answered them.

Naturally I wanted to know what made him go th the Soviet Union and he an-

swered me by telling he of his youth in New Orleans. Since his childhood he
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was keenly aware of social and racial injustuces. Instead of playing basket-
ball or baseball, like any other red-blooded American youth, he read vora-
clously. Among the books he read was Marx's "The Capital” which made a deep
d&mpression on him. Ironically, he said, he bowrowed this book from the
Loyola University library.
mihat did you like in 1t?" I remember asking him.
"It made clearx to me the intolerable fact of the exploitation of the
poor by the rich."
"Buty I said, "Lee, you mudt have seen it all over the world, the weak
or the poor are expoited everywhere by the powerful and the rich. l:isten to
. -this: two dogs meet on the crosspoint between East and West Berlin. One dog
is running away from the capitalism, the other from communism. The capitalist
. dog asks -'why do you run away?!' ~ 'Because 1 gan eat but I cannot bark. Why
are you running away? 'If I bgrk I cannot eat' answered the capitalist dog."
. Lee laughed and answered by a joke he heard somewhere in Minsk. "As you
know,™ he said, "Russians grab all thé can from the satellite countries. So
one day at the meeting of the communist party in Rumania, one of the workers
stood up and said, 'Camrade Secretary, may i as you 3 questions?' - -'G; ahbad'
- I.want to know what happened to our wheat, our petroleum and our wine?®

'Well’ said the Secretary, *'it's a very complex economic -uestionx I cannet
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answer it fmmediately.® !
"Well a few months later the workers are holding the same type of a meeting
and another comrade realses his had and says: 'Comrade Secretary may I ask
you four questions?® - 'Shoot' says the secretary. 'I want to ask you what
happened to our petroleum, wine and wheat and also what happened to the com-
rade who had asked the three questions some time ago?' - Silence,®
We both laughed. "At least here we are not being sent to a concentration
camp,” 1 said.
"you are wroﬁg," answered Lee seriously,"most of the prisoners, convicts
in American jail are political prisoners, they are' victimés of thé Sydtem.»
I read similar opinions recently in several liberal books and Lee was
way ahead in thought of all of them. This was over fourteen years agd.
I remember concluding this conversation by telling Lee."If you want to
be a revolutionary, you have to bem & fool or to have an Lnspira€idH: And -
your actions will be judged by the success of fallure of your life."
Lee agreed. What I liked about him t¥ was tHat hé was d seeker "for Justic
- that he had highly developed social instincts. And I was disappointed in
my own children for the lack of such instincts. "~ ° "' = ' B
Incidentally I remember some details pretty well because I made notes
of them later and also made tapes of my Tedollectlons™“fally soon aftet’ﬂnbi

assassination.
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That night Jeanne served a Russian dimner which Marina found delicious
but Lee hardly touched. He was ascetic in his habits, was indiffdredt to
foodkz didn't like deserts. In the meantime baby June slept quietly in bed
all wrapped up. Lee looked tenderly at her., That night we learned A lot
about, bim - he nelther drank or smoked and objected if others, especially
his wife did. Since neither my wife or I smoked and drank very little, he
1ike it and coﬁsidered that we were on his side.

Jeanne was appalled finding out that baby June 8adn't had any injestions
- wusually.given ta a.child, Also Marine would pick up a pacifier from the floor
-then tried it hexself before putting it in June's mouth. Unfortunately she
- - had infected teeths. at.the time,.so the baby was exposed also.
My wife had high ideas on Russian hygiene and generally on the high
- .-.atandards of the Soviet youth, 8o she. was outspokenkly critical."Your
infected teeths have to be removed as soon as possible," she told Matina.
- ....When Marina objected. that she. didn't have. any money and. couldn't speak En- ...
glish, Jeanne promised to help her,
« w.v -hfter dinner. Lee and .l .went back .on the .sofa and zmn renewed out conver-
sation.
v w~ w"I.gexved in the Marine .Coxps not becausse L.was a patriot but I wanted to

get away from the drudgery and to see the world," admitted Lee.
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"Did you like the service?”

"ot particularly. But I had time to study, to read and indeed we
traveled g LOT."

"You told me you lived in JgPan. How did you land there?®
" '"Just ‘aii accident of the Marine Corps duty. The military duty was

boring and- stupid. But fortunately I moved around, began visiting places

"' ‘where youngiters heed and eptablished contacts with some more progressive

and thinking Japanese." and this," said Lee thoughtfully,"is what led me

" to Russia eventiially. ‘T also learmed -there of other, Japanese, ways of

exploitation of phe poor by the rich. Semi-feudal, industrail giants which
act ‘paternallstically yet expolting the workers - proletarians. The wages
in Japan were ridiculously low,” Lee added,

" “'Miell, t's ‘thanging row,™ said I."Say, Lee, it's in Japan that you

got your discharge from the marine corps?”

© " Leé did not’ like to elaborate on this touchy subject. "I had to work to.

-

support my mother."

""But ‘it developed later, as we all know, that he did not go back to USA
to support his mother but changed his mind and instead went to Russia. He
obviously 'uséd the monhey obtained at his discharge for this trip. He firat A

waat to Western Europe then drifted to USSR via Pinland if I remember well.
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Later on Lee's honorable discherge was changed to undesirable discharge ¢‘
and he hated to talk about it and considered it unfair to him. This explnin;
his hatred of Connelly who was Secretary of the Navy at the time of this
change of Lee's discharge.

But that day he did not discuss this subject and went on talking about
Russia. "I got to Moscow and stayed there dntil the Russians had confidence
in me and gave me a permit to work." He did not mention that he tried to
commit sulcide in desperation and cut his wrists.

Marine took part in the conversation. "Lee, you threw your passport in
the face of the American consul and you said that you denounced your gici-
zenship," she said.

Later Lee talked to me about his ordeal in Moscow but not this time. He
went talking about his impressions of Minsk because he knew I was interes-
ted in this subject. He gave me a general description of the city I knew
from my early childhood, "I was assigned to work there without any parti-
cular reason, in a TV factory, possibly because I had a little glectrontc
training in the Marines,™ he said candidly.

"Tell me more about the countryside,” I asked him.

"Swisloch river is pretty clean, we used to go by row-boats to the
férest nearby to pick-nick on weekends. The forsts are beautiﬁul there,

huge pine trees, clean grass, full of berries of all kind.”
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1 remembered the cathedral, several other picturesque churches and the
main building - GPU, NKVD, BGB - police headquarters, where my father
‘spent several months and where he almost died of starvation and was finally
sentenced to life exile in Siberia. But these were childhood memories
and resentment on my part had dissppeared. Lee gave me a parfect descrip-
tion of all these landmarks, they were still there, unchanged. But there

"‘were many néw factorles tulilt, one of them where he worked.

"Did you like your job?"

"Hot particularly, but the pay was sufficlent, about a hundred rubles
a month, an average for the Soviet Union. I could live on it, My apartment ;
and 211 unilittcs were burnished by the factory for a nominel fee, as well
as medical insurance etc."

' He gave meé the pricew of bread, produce, milk etc, which were reasonable
and of clothing, which were outrageously high. "Sometimes I usad to run
short of meat, but you know I am mot ‘a bif eater, it was of no importance
to me, "

Marina listned in and gave 'more precise information, especially complai-
ning about clothing and shoes. She was a practical one.

" ™oy must have' been somewhat privileged,” I said, "being a foreigner,
but how 24d the other workers live in Minsk, the Russlans?"

*Waf ‘tos well. Usually one roof for a couple, commnity kitchens and la-
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vatories,” he admitted. "This led to quarrels, gossip, jealousy a rather
dismal situation, But what does it matter if everyone is in the same
boat, Lif everyone suffers, No rich exploiters like here, no great con-
trasts between the rich and the poor."

"Butter and meat were out of my reach,” said Marina bitterly, "but you
foreiners could afford these luxuries,”

She was ready to continue talking more but since she was from Smolensk,
thex town I was not familiar with, I asked Lee to talk more about Minsk
and he did. To me his descriptions were most touching.

That night Marina announced that Lee was goinz to be .l.ald off from his
job in Fort Vorth at Leslie Welding Company, if I remember coxrectly. It
wag a poor job anyway, minimal wages, long hours, unhealthy conditions but
Lee did not complain, he never complained, it was Marina who was constantly
dissatisfied, The alr of American prosperity hother;d her, she was envious
of other people's wealth or wellbeing. Lee's mind was of a stoical, philo-
sophical type, that's why, I guessed, he had gotten mm along so well wl:hhi
the other Russlans he met in the Soviet linion, Russians do not mind to
suffer and even go hungry if they can spend entire nights talking and spe-.
culating on some ezotheric matters,

Next time the Osvalds came to visit us, we began speaking of Minsk

again, I reminisced that when I was five years old, my fathhe used to tav
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me to the forst and I helped him as well as I could in his akward efforts
to cut down a biz pine tree. It was a tough job for my father who had never
been a physically able man and he copstantly hurt himself. Once he Jammed
his finger co badly thgt the bone broke and the finger remained useless for
the rest of hig life. Surprisingly I grew adept at that sort of thing and x
quitee able with an ax,

"Is that lovely forept nozth of .town still in existence?" I asked Lee and
explained exactly were it was.

"Yes, we qaéd to go there frequently by bus, with my fellow workers. We tooj
food along and spent the whole day talking freely. I explained the United Sta.
tes to them and they informed me on 1life in Russia,”

Lee generally did not complain about his life in Russia but Marina did
very '_frch.qeqtly, sincerely or net,. I do nat know. She considered me a capl-
talist and tried to please me,

I promiged Lee that night to glve him.introductions to a& few influential -
people, since I wanted him and his family to move away Eroq the gruesome of
Fort Viorth slum. I heped that the qther members og the. Russian community
would help him also and tild him so.

"Thanks a ‘lqt., I can take care of myself, I don't need those creeps, 1

shall find something,” he answered gruffly. This was an example of Lee's in-



88

dependence, he refused help, objected even to my help. Rather than to be
indebted to someone, he would rather starve on his own,

While Marina was usually a lot of fun, laughed easily but did not say
anything that would make you think - Lee was serious and did not teke life

as a joke. But Lf he happened to be in a good mood, he became an excellent

ion, T bered political jokes, told them well and laughed at yours.
"Do you Kiiow tlils ‘one about an Americah ‘tourist carrying a small tran-
sistor radiom in Moscow]" Lee asked me.
"No, I dont know the story.
™Jell, the Moscovite stopped the American and said:‘we make them much
better than you do. What s it?7'"
We both laughed. Then I countered and asked Lee.
"What is tli€ difference between the 'tapitalim and the socialigm?*
Lee did not know,
‘"Capltallsm takes social mistakes ariy soialism makes CAPITAL ' mistakes."
"A Russian Commissar is asked at the holy gates where he would like
‘' to go - to a capitalist hell ‘or to a communist hell,” said Lee.
"The Commissar answers:'l would lke to go to a capitalist hell, I am so
tired of a communist héu."

Then I told Lee a few foolosh jokes about Kennedy, tl.'y were very po-
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"President Kennedy tells & group of businessmen:'the economic situation
is 50 good that if I wern't your president I would invest in the stock
marked right now! And the businessmen answer in unison:' so would we if you
were not our president.”

We both laughed.

"Kennedy had & terrible nighmare. He wakes up Jacquie:‘honey what a
terrible thing, 1 dreamed I was spending my own money, not government's.,”

Again we laughed, but without resentment, we both likes President Ken-
nedy. So I finished my foolish jokes by this one:

#John Kennedy runs to his mother at night. 'Mamal! Mamal Help! Robby
tries to,run MY country."

I think it was at that time that I told Lee that I had known Jacqueline
Kennedy as a young girl, as well as her mother, father and all7 her ro_z_lati-A
ves and how charming the whole family was, I especially likes “Black Jack"
Bouvier, Jacquie's father, a delightful Casanova of the Wa].‘j. Street.,

Lee was not jealous of Kennedy's and Bouviers' wealth and did not envy
theh; social positions, of that I was sure. To him wealth and soclety wete
big jokes, but he did not resent thenm.

Now I want to tell something which may seem Eo_oush to peop;e ‘whpnabreh

not dog lovers, At the time we had two lovely black Manchestexr Terriers,
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Nexo and his faithful wife Poppea. Nero had followed us on a long trip over
the mountains of Mexico ard Central Americe and saved our lives on several
occaslons; Foppea was baught for him upon our return te USA and w5 a
wondexrful wife for him. I cannot tell how much intuition Fero developed
during our ttié ané how easily he recognized friends from eremies. Well,

on the first evening our dogs did not express any interest in Marina or in
Baby Junc but they were fasclnated by lee. lNero especially showed his com-
plete counfidence and affection for him. He seldom did it to anyone even

to our close friends. He snugged up to Lee and looked at him with affection.
lle sensed that he was an utterly sincere person and was deprived of hatred.
Poppea also licked hie hiand in a rare display of affection.

Incidentally, many of our friemds and even our own children complained
that our dogs were either unfriemdly or totally indifferent to them.

And so Lee finally fourd a job at Taggart's Reproduction Coupany through
the Texas CBmployment Agency without help from anyone., It was a good job for
him as he hiad been interested in photography for a long time. I guessed that

-he took a course at the lMarine Corps. Anyway he brought a good camera from
the Soviet Unlon and took excellent pictures. Later he showed me excellent
enlacgements hie wade hluwself., These were in black and white he was-not ad-

vanced enought to develop gi\'d enlaxrge colored photozraphs..
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But Lee's job did not pay well and as began to trust me more, he
accepted an introduction to a successful businessman-banker, Sam Ballen,
who owned, among other companies, a large reproduction outfit, for maps,
electric logs, and records. It was not a successful meeting, Lee and my
friend did not like each other. To the businessman Lee was a radical and
a maverick, and Lee considered .Sam an ordinary bourgeois with no redeeming
features to this credat. Actually, bof:h were interesting people, they just
did not appeal to each other.

Another conversation comes to my mind., One evening Lee was in a blue
mood and confided that he was not particularly pleased with his reception

Wedd
in Mingk. Somewhat naively, he\expected to be treated as a special person,
a prominent refugee. and nothing happened, there was little difference
between his condition in Minsk and that of an ordinary Soviet worker.
And so he had become depressed. That evening Lee expressed an opinion
that he did not appreciate the Soviet type of government,

"Why?" I asked,

"It ks somewhat too regimented for me,™ he saild. "We were obligzed to
8o to the meeting at the factory after work, dead tired and listened to
inflammatoxy speeches. It was lucky if I was able to go to sleep.

Indoctrination of any kind are not to my taste,"

I saw his point,
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OQur first evenings with the Osvalds were spent in conversations and
discussions and we got to knew each other very well, Now somethibg else
happened in our relationship. Before Lee got his job at Taggartt's , I
asked my daughter Alex and my sonéin-law Gary Taylor to help the Osvalds
moving to Dallas. The Taylors went to visit the Osvalds in Fort Worth and
right there they offered Marina to stay with them and to keep the baby.
Whatever furniture they had would be stored in thei; ‘garage. This generous
proposition was accepted, Marina moved to Dallas. Lee stayed for a short
time in the apartment in Fort Worth and then moved t-.o g sma}l _:oom at
YMCA in Dallas, close to his work at Taggart‘®s, During Marina's stay at
my daughter's place, my wife helped her, drove her to the Baylor }Hoepital
.where they pulled out her rotten teeths. Thuse baby June was kept healthy
and well fed. But this shoxt sepat&ti.on did not pteven!:»Lee grgn_n gqmtng

to see us, even alone.
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Further conversation with Lee in 1362,

that he might become such a historical figure. iils visits were very frequen

At the time we knew Lee, nothing could be further from our minds

- sometimes he would come for a short time, sometixes he would spend the

whole evening with us., Soue bribes of our semi-bantering, semi-serious

repartees remain ia my wemory.

"ou are an eatremely sincere person,Lee,! I told him, "fou do not lie

even to yourself, Most of the people I know are the opposite of you. They

put up a .froat, they confuse, they deceiwe, they lie even whea thinking."

"I guess 1it's dangerous to be that way. I know i make a lot of enemies.

But what the hell," ne. acknowledged,. "my position is that I afraid of a

very few thiangs in life. I am not cautious. 1 am not," he suiled,"a turkey

. which lives oaly. to. become.fat.” And.he .showed me his non existing belly.

He

was becoming bery thin,

"Lee, your.way of life ig so un-American, Lt scares me to thiuk what

may become of you."

%1t Ls true,"iee said," I.am praobably. comzitting a sin.in not being
12 ¥

interested in .possessions or woney. When a rich man dies, e is loaded

with his possessious like a prosiner with.chains. I will die free, death

will be easy for me,"

43-792

0 -79 -7
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"Stop talking about death, you are only 22, If you want to talk about
gruesome subjects, let me tell you this joke: a usurer is on his death-
bed. A priest glves him a crucufux to kiss and to confess his sins. And
the usurer blabbers;:'I cannot loan you much money for it'".

"Regarding your attlitude on money and possessions,” I said,"I couln't
agree morz with you. You would rather do something unusual than drive a
Cadillac, I am the samz way."

"Life for me," contlmued Lee,"is like a hungry crocodile, 1'd better
defend myself.. I have to defend myself against the stupidity of this
world, It is enormous! Life must be the work of a perfect idiot. Or
maybe the stupidity, like bresking of the atom, is selfperpetuating?®

®¥ot too bAad for = 22 years old American proletarian and ahigh-school

. dropout,™l thought. "lee, you have a very original mind,®

"Thank you,} he said, "1 do not often hear the compliments. But let me
tell you more why & despise money-loving aiddle-class. Such people are
slmply stupid, not serious, they are curiously attracted by crooks and
aventurers. And so you hear how often. they axe sheared off their wook, itke
sheep, by varicus financlal achexers."

-l

"piderot,™ I sald, "thinks very mucii like you. "You have nothing, yen-

o212
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have very little now, so a real friendship is possible between us. We are
sincere with each other."

Lee agreed.

"Another thing Diderot said,™ I contianued,"he was very happy being poor
and living in a shack. When he achleved opulence and found a ;ntce npar:men:'
in Paris, he knew he was godng to dle...®

*The phi_losopher- talk but you did it," sald Lee enviously."This trip
of your, what a freedom! 3,600 miles on foot on tough trails of Latin
America. This demanded a complete change in life - willingly, suddenly,
for this you needed an ext raordinary moral audacity."

"This time I want to thank you, Lee. But do not exaggerate; this was an
act of desperation rather than audacity, after the death of my only son,
Finally this trip was very satisfying to Jeanne and to me."

And so we chatten in an open and friendly manner and I must of Lee.

"My opinion of this guy changes completely and frequently, which happens
only with people who are close and important to me. I usually judge the
others superficlally and label them once foxr all."

But now £I should explain the reasons why I had introduced the Osvalds
to my daughter Alex and to her husband. They wexe about the sawe age. Gary
was a scatter-brained, simple-minded but pleasant young man ard as mpst of

his financial schemes falled, he had pleanty of time on his hands. His
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fondest ambition consisted of becoming rapidly anothexr Clint Murchison
or H.L, Hunt and that eas hard to achieve. Frankly I hoped that my daughter
and her husband Gary would acquire some of the world-wide interests that
Lee certainly possessed, His serious approach to life contrgsted sharply
with the foolish flippany of Gary's; I alao hoped that Marina would teach
my daughter some interesting facts about Russia. When these two were toge-
ther thay were somezhow able to communicate, as my daughter was and is an
excellent linguist.

But, introducing people of such different backgrounds let to unpleasant
results. First of all we caused a separation between Marina and Lee. We did
understand that it was not the first separation between them, but we actua-
1ly caused this one, It amazed my daughter that Lee called lMarina on the
phone unfrequently and did not express much desire to be with her, But he
missed baby June. It was peculiar for a young husband but I already sus-
pected that he was pleased being alone at YMCA and was already bored
with Marina's company. Next the perzonalities of Lee and of Gary clashed.
lee considered @ary a spolled, rich American , foolish youngster and
Gary looked down at him as a supercilous, unpractical lunatic with revo-
lutionary ideas. Me daughter's opinion of Marina was low also, she was
slovenly and d2dn't know anything sbout baby-care. although she had obtnl-‘

ned a degree of "registered pharmacist™ in USSR.
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My daughter's opinion of Lee was low also, he was not good-looking, did

not care about his appearance, neither was he inclined to make money.
As for me, I regretted that Alex did not see any qualities I liked in Lee
~ the fact that he was socially motivated, was & dreamer and a seeker of
truth, But such people was a very hard time in life and that's why so
many people considered him a dzlure and a loser (in quotation marks).

Maybe, had he lived longer, he would have fitted better 1nto.the s.cheme
of American life, he would have joined the group of love-children, would
have grown a beardand certainly would have been among the protesters
against the war in Viet-Nanm,

It was probably Marina, dissatisfied with my daughter's attitude,shax
who made Lee hustle and find an apartment. Very soon the Osvalds settled
in their own ground-floor apartment on Elsbeth street, in Oakrcu.ff » Su-
burb of Dallas. It was far away from us, while we wanted them to live
nearby. Probably Lee wanted to be as far away as possible from che o‘t'.'he'r
Russian refugees, whom he disliked, Anyway, the apartment was cenl miles
or more away frxom our place at University Park.

With Lee's job secured at Taggart's and away from the gruesome slum in

Fort Worth, Jeanne and I thought that the Osvald family would be happy..
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Jeanne registered the baby in children's clinik for regular check-ups

and Marina was treated almost gratis in the dental clinic of the -Baylor
hospital. This involved long trips 6or Jeanne to drive back and forth

but she did not mind. Staying so far away from anyone put Marina in a

- condition of total dependancy én Lee, since she could not communicate
with anyone around, we were the only souce she could understand. To invite
- the couple for dinner, we drove back and forth, almost forty miles for a
four-way trip.

Jeanne became quite. close to Marina at the time, while Lee gnd I saw

éach other frequently. Soon, however, these trips became di..fficult for

us as we both became busy in our professions, yet we wanted to continue
seeing the Osvalds. One solution would be for them to buy some second-hand
car but- Lee did not know how to drive, nor did Marina of course, I did .
not doukbt Lee's word, I mentions this here because later Lee's lack
- -of driving ability became a controversial issue, I beltevéd him because

I knew about the abject povery of his childhood in New Orleans., In thege :
prospprous Ublted States, Lee's family occuped a position at the povery
line, similar to poor Blacks and Mexican-Americans.

Due to my wife's help, Mrina's four spoiled teeths were removed and her '

system was not poisoned by them any more. Baby June became healthy also.
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"The Russian colony collected a small amount of money for Marina and the
care of the.baby June. Lee did not know about it, he would not have acce~
pted any charity, somx it was done secretly. I think Jeanne handled the
operation and Marina spent spent nights in the house while the nexty
morning Jeanne would drive her to Baylor dental clinic or to the child
care center..

An amuzing incident happened onm the way to Baylor, recalls my wife.
She had to drive by the predominantly section of town, gaudy but vheerful
Hall and Washington streets, almost every decrepit house lodging either
‘a night-club, strip-tease joint or a dance hall. Hookers and flashy
pimps strolling along the broken pavements. Suddenly MarinA excitedly
attracted my wife's attention shouting in Russian to slow down. She loo-
ked at the tall, muscled, black younster standing proudly et the croner
and surveying the situation.

"Look at him! Look!" She pulled at my wife's sleeve in a frenzy."What
a handsome mani*®

Oh yes,® agreed Jeanne, "he is very handsome.

“No, he is fantastic, fantastic!"™ Exulted Marina.

Such an enthusiasm surprised my wife,
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"He is so big and strong! What muscles he must have..."

As my wife related this incident, she observed that it was not a ques-
tion of an attraction of a nordic woman to an exotic man of a dark race,
but a distressing fact that a young marréed woman with a child would show
such an ubinhibited admiration for a sexy male.

I drové hex myself on the same street and teased her myself about her
attraction to black men. "Marina," I guessed,"you didnot see in Russia
such, uninhibited, natural men."

She laughed :™neither Russians nor American vhites can comparxe to such
beautuful men," shbm said candidly,."™aybe xthe Cubans I met in Minsk were

just as attractive,"
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The Osvaldg in Minsk,

The storied related by Lee and Marina about Minsk were especi,lly inte- .

resting to me. It seems that Lee was very unhappy at the beginning of his
stay there and he even tried to slash his wrists out of despair. Since he

was supposed to have done it already in Moscow, in order to obtain a permit

i
i
i
I

i
|

to remain in the Soviet Unlion, the wrist-slashing became somewhat of a ha~

bit if not a subterfuge with him. Marina held a job of a pharmacist in the :

hospital where Lee was treated, she took care of him, flirted with him
very nicely and began conquering his heart. Later he polyps problem amd so
he kept on going to the same hospital. And that's how the romance began nnd}
flourished.

Marina came from a fairly good family from our point of view, since her
father belonged to a former t\lnri.st officer group. After his death her mo- i
Vther married a man called Prussakov. Later hexr mother died and Marina got
tired of living with hexr stepfather and her half-brothers and shter-.I
Adn so she decided to move from Smolensk to Minsk where she received soon
a degree of a registered pharmacist. 1 remember Marina's amising repartee
when I asked her is she liked her half-brothers and sisters.

"They were good, normal children, not like me. I was a bad one."” And

she laughed, showing a good sense of humour and a great deal of charm.



102

After the hospital meetings, Lee and Marina began going out together
to dances and movies and eventually the relationship of affection and love
developen between them,

"I remember looking at the new apartment building near the river Svis-
loch," reminsced Marina, "but only high technical and polit-ical personnel
lived there, as well ag some foreigners, Lee among them,%

I was a wonderful setting for a Soviet romance = love, an American refugs
ee, & river ard a new gPartment building... Actually the building belonged
to the factory where Lee worked at the tlme; his staying there was no parti-
cular favor, But for a girl who had 11§ed in crowded rooms with a step-
father and several children, this new house geemed a real paradise,

And go they marréed and moved to that apartment building. Why did she
wmarry him? She could have cohabitated with him, this happened frequently
with young couples in Russia. The reasons are unknown to me and known only
to Hhiina: love, pity or desire to come to the United States. Probably
tﬁe latter, as soon after their wedding Lee decided that he wanted to go
back to the U;ited States. He traveled to Moscow without a permit, went to
the United States embassy, got back his pgsspoxt and bor:oueé there § 500 4

for the return.
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While in Texas, he pald religiously back each month installements due on
that loan. Marina frequently complained that he was too punctual in his
payments - but he was, I ask you where do you finad another man in Lee's
position, on the verge of starvation, who would be in such a hurry to
repay a govenpment loan, which would be very difficult to collect from a
poor man like Lee, But somehow Lee felt this obugatvi.on very sincerely.

Another question puzzled and still puzzles us: how come the Soviets per-
mitted Marina to leave her homeland so easily, while it was hard fo;' Lee
to obtain ap permit to leave USSR, He had to make anothexr trip to Moscow ,

: |

to arrange it and he never explained to me clearly how he got the permit to

take Marinaglong. "Well, I did it,"™ Lee smirked, "b all bur ats,

all over the world, are stupid,..” - |
Marina had an uncle, a colonel of special forces NKVD - KGB to-day = !

Department of Interior, Balled Medvedev; I think he was her mother's bro-

I
ther. For some time she had lived with him, in Smolensk I think, and Lee

told me that this important man was dead set against his nice marrying him,
Later ooméching made him change his mind., We were not interested at the
time in the why's and the wherefore's of this colonel activities, now it

is too late to find out. Maybe this colonel for his own reasons helped his

niece to get out of Russia. Possible it was a good riddance of a Prussakova
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niece, possibly something else...

The loyal, decrepit Russian refugees liked Marina only because her
real fatherhad been avprerevolutlonary officer or some tzarist official.
This matter was indifferent to us and we did not inquire further. But the
permission to leave USSR was puzzling to us, uncle or no uncle, because we
knew of many casea of Americans who never obtained a permit to leave Russia
for their Soviet wives. Personally I know of ane case, one of the reportery
of the Christian Monitor successfully extiracted his wife from Russia at the
time of Stalin.

One day Jeanne asked Lee a straigntforward question:"why did you decide

.0 to :
Lo USSR, answer frankly!"Vou risked never to return to your country.”

"1 was looking for an ideal."'t.ee answered sadly

"And why did you decide to return here?" Jeanne insisted.

"Because I 4dd not find my ideal, Obviously utopia does not exist, 1
could -travel and change countries-the rest of my life and never find it." .

We liked thig statement and agreed with Lee.
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We are becoming close friends.

From time to time my wife would prepare a speclal Russian or French
dinner for the Osvalds, always keeping in mind that both of them were un-
derrfurished. And I would talk with Lee in the meantime, often late into
the night. Although he unquestionably hsad had. some unpleasant experiences,
as the slashing of his wriste proved, Leez was never hostlle or emotionally
upset about his life in the Soviet Union. iie spoke of his co-workers humbly
and engagingly. "They were hospitable, friemdly and sincere, they invited
me to their homes, fed me from their meagie supplies and we discussed all
the subjects frankly as we do it here."

"Did they tell you any jokes about their regime? I asked.

"gere is one I vemember," Lee 3aid." And Amerlcan worker comes to the
Soviet Union and sces blg apartwent complexes. He asks:'to whom do they
belong?' - 'To the state' - comes the answer, "How about f:hese factories
and the big black carg?" - 'They belong to the State also.'"™ Then Lee smi-
-led. "The Russian worker comes to visit United States. lle asks:'these huge
factories, to whom do they belong?™ - 'To the capitalists' comes the fast
answer. 'Ahajlsays the Russian this is terrible!' Then he notices nice subur

- ban homes, new cars, He aske:'to whom thesg belong?'~. 'To the workers?®,

comes an immediate angwer."
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Then I asked Lee:"did you ever hear that one about a Soviet worker
who was wendering from one factory to another asking 'is there a place
that would pay as little as the little work I intend to do?)"

Lee did not laugh. "That id a rather viclous joke. Soviet workers
work almost as hard as here and certainly they get paid much less.”

Then he reminisced ;:"nobody in the Soviet Unlon tried to intimidate me
of irfluence me, But I encounter these tendencies here. Nobody ever tried
to moke 2 communist out of me. I was a sympatized but I never joined the
party."”

He 1s probably on the level, I thought.

"And what were your living conditions there?" 1 asked.

"Not bad at all, ample meals, clean surrouhdings, good companionship.”

"And the pay?"

"Sufficient; the apartment cost me five per cent of my pay, and I don't

each much, as youk know. With Marina's additiongl salarywe could manage

quite well,"

!
"Expensive but adequate and I am not interested, as you know, in stylish:

clothes. Of course, the Cubans dressed to kill," he smiled,
Marina must have missed good clothes there, I thought.

"And how about transportation? 1 asked.
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"0f course I could not afford a motorcycle, but I like to walk and
the public transportation was cheap and good."

"What was most annoying to you in the Soviet Union?" Asked Jeanne who
was listening in.

"Those endless, endless meetings we had to attend after work, listening
to those deadly, monotonous speeches. You were lucky L1f you were in the
back and could take a nap...We listened to those bureaucratic outpourings
half-dazed, like children during a very boring lesson. Then we woted, ra-
ther iilifferently, on various trivial issues. Later we would file out,
exhausted and would returh home. And," Lee smiled,"™w e never received any
extra pay for the hours lost, and we ceftainly deserved it."

I approved his attitude, nodding agreement. I would also hate go waste
my time on such meetings.

Lee spoke of other foreigners living there, some Cubans whose names I
forgot, one family of refugees from Argentina; the father was an experiencd
engineer and Lee had a great respect for him. It wasn't onc; that £e men-
tioned this family to me, talking mainly of the daughters who "were so
pretty™ and so friendly to him. All in all Lee spoke frequently to me of
his interest in women and he even bragged amusingly and somewhat naively

of his conquests in Russia,
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Lere in the United States Lee wasn't certainly a ladies' gan, he felt
depressed and confined. I think he frequently regretted having left Minsk.
Eut there I can visualize him cutting a path of Casanova among the
Russian women. And why not? He was a foreigner, he acted freely, he looked

pleasantly and his Lx;tetes: in Russian people was warm and genuine.

Marina aduitted herself one day. "He was something ouz of the ordinary.
He looked like an American, he was easygoing,.loose gikd alert -mot like the
other guys." That Lea was a perféctly normal and wall adjusted individual
Il Minsk - Marina insisted frequently. "The m;nly trouble with him was, hés
interest in books - serious books, politics, discussions, rather than sex.*

Maybe it i3 not nice to talk abput confidentigl sex watters, between the
Osvalds, but might as well do it, they show light on tne personalities of |
this interesting gouple, ‘Marina was close enough to my wife to bhe completel-l
onen with her. "Lee does not have sex with me but rarely," she admitted, * :
very rarely, about once a months and he is in such a hurgy,, poor fellow,
that 1 do not get any satisfactlon., It's most frustrating.". When Jeanne re;

: ' i

peated this matter to me, I laughed and told Marina a well-known Texas Joke,!

translating it, probably for the first time, into Ruulan .
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mMiandy was a good-looking black prostitute. A handsome, tall Black, by chi
name of Rastus came to see her. 'How much do you charge Maniy?' - For fif-
tecn cdollars I doesz it all, for gen, we does it, for five you do it all!l
Rastus had only flve dollars, so they agreed and went to bed. Dut while
Rastus began mzking love to Mandy he turned out to be such a formidable male‘
that in extasy Mjtdy w ailed:'Rastus I shall do it all on credit, you have
such an honest face!"

Naturally in Russian it did not soudbd very hot, but We all laughed and
possibly ‘it was the beginning of Marina's arden interest in our racial mino-"’
rity - the Rlacks.

nut. asice from such foolishness, we talked with Osvalds of their lives
in the Soviet Union. Adn soon we acquired a certainty that Marina wanted a
richer and materialistically more rcwarding life than the one she had at
home ard it was she vw-ho convinced Lee to go th the American Exbassy, to )

ack for the return of his passport and for money a&ll this in view to go

with him to the United States, Another interesting fact: the first time he

went from Minsk to Leningrad or Moscow he did it illegally, but the second
time he obtaired a lezal Soviet permit to go there by train. As a foreigner
Lee was not supposed to leave town without notifying the police and obtaining
a permit. Not an easy matter for some of the people who had tried to leave

Russia.

43-792 0 - 79 - 8
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I remezber Marina telling me without any emotion that she had been
discharged at the time from the Xomsomol, an organization of comaunist yo
youth, and that it happened because she had warried an American. In the
3oviet Union it was a disgrace, but sne did not attach any importance
to it whilg ir Hinsk, because obviously she knew she would leave her
couniry anyway. Both Lee and I laughed gbout her naive belief that the
strcct‘s of the Uryi.\ted States were paved with gold and that the poor
people tere the ones who had to wash tewselves their Cadillacs. I rewem-
bter L_ee telu__n us a joke, which circulated at tke time among the young
RPusgians. Cepitalism to thea meanfchampngne, luxurious cars, jazz,
caviar for ¢imner anc CGine Lollobrigida for a gérl-friend. Marvelous?
Cumaurism to them meant vodka, dirty tramway, balalaika, black bread
and their own mother!

Marina laughed goodnaturedly.

Vcryr often peold ask me with suspicion why I, a person with several
university degrees and of falrly good financial and social standing -
with friende among the rich of the world - became such a friend of taat
"ntajunted radical™ - Lee Harvey Osvald? wWell, I hope that this book cla-
rifies Lee's personality . and endows him with a lot of most attractive

features. I already spoke of his straightforward and relaxing personality “
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of his honesty or his desire to be liked and zppreciated. And I believe
it is a privilege of an older age not to glve a damn what others think of
you. I choose my friends just because they appeal to me. And Lee did.

It nevcr occurred to me that he might be an agent of any country, inclu-
ding United Stateg - although he might have been trained in Russian for some
ulterior motive - Lee was too ouspoken, natvely so. In this way I was simi-
lar to him. In 1946 when I waa working in Venczuela for Willlam Ruckley's
famlly company - Pantepec DLl Company - I met the Soviet Ambassador.there
who had teen before world war one a rostabout for Nobel Oil interests, and
my uncle was a director of that vutfit. So the Aubassador knew my name and
was extremely foierdly to me, We spent many an evening talking and drinking
vodka. As a result he supgested that he would offer me a contract to work in
the Soviet Unior. But after listening to ne and my outspoken opinions, he
advised re:"my friend, you talk too ruch, you critlcize too much, you would
be a bake in the woods in my country and would end up in Siberia.®

Also lee was very interested in other people, in their work, he tried to
improve his own elucation by reading, observing and studying. Sometimes he

was amucing when he used long, difficult words in English - words like
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charisma, politicomania, extravaganzas, eletism - the knowledge of which he
liked to display. We even laughed togzther about his use of such words,
the exact meaning of which eluded him, Occasionally Lee's constant search
foxr truth, for the answers to the mysteries of life, seemed trgglc and dis- ‘
turbing to me. But this proves also that it seems highly improbable that
any government would try to make an agent of such a man. His own element of
self-injuiry, self-denial and self-doubt, mixed with instability worried
Lee. But I told bim not to worry, im my opinion instability, doubt, con-
stanc search were elements of youth and were @indicative of exuberant 11?0.

1 told Lee that I pitied people who did not possess such characteristics,
were living dead, they form the mass of obedient slaves in all countries.

A strong desire for adventure was 2lso one of Lee's motivations. That's
why he became a marine, that's why he switched jobs just because he did
not like what he had to do so far, And routine was deadly to him. However
his last job at the printing company fitted him well and he seemed fairly
hapay.

"Why didn't you stay in the Marine Corps?" 1 asked him one day.

"Oh, I did not care for the military, not much fun being an underling,

not much adventure either,"
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"Yeu could become an officer, you are intclligent enough," I countered.

"Oh, 1o, to Lell with telng an officer, I don't like to command other
guys."

Often 1 was asked with suspicion, long before the assassination, "how
did you get alony so well with Lee Osvald?®

"In wy 1ife I have done many things, 1 was often a promoter, an origina-
tor of new iceas, so I liked new ldeas, cven if they seemnd strenge and
outlandish, I enjoyed weeting paople of warious types, evaluated their
thoughts, ¢id not criticlze them," I ratorted.

Later on, wiien L was {n the hot uvater because of my friendship with Lee,
a friend of nine testified:"™Cscrye zlways liked stray dogs and stray peeple,!

Many paople considered Lee a misercble misfit, an insult to the American |
way of life, and completely disxegaxded him. A Russian refuzee living in
Dallas told ne once:"l 2m scared of this man Osvald, he is a peranoid.”

"reranold of not, he is as intelligent as you are. Listen to him, there

is 2 lot of sense 1lu what he says,"” I would reply.

i
Probably to aunoy lLee, the Russian refugees and some udtra-conservative

Anericans shovered !larina with gifts and gave her too wmuch attention. Since
Americans could not communicate with her, their efforts were wasted. But

the gifts give his wife by the refugees annoyed Lee, Unquestionably Marina
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» added oil to the fire bragging about the gifts and talking how successful
some of the donors were - owning their own homes and two automobiles,
He might have been woulded in his pride, although he never complained tto
me,

At the time Lee did not want Marina to learn English. She could only
sag yes and no and if she went to the store, she had to point out the
articles she wanted,"It's very egotistical on your part Lee," Jeanne told
him, "you have to let her immxm study English so she can communicate with
other people than the Russian refugees. You cannot keep her a recluse."

Sensing that Lee resented them, the members of the Russian colony gave
Marina some hundred dresses. Baby June received a new crib, a carriage and
a lot of toys. Unquestionably it annoyed Lee. The more people gave Marina,
the more it €isturbed Lee. Disturbed ig not the right word - maddened.

And so he declined invitations to these "benefactor's" homes, he was often
rude to them. That situation had very sad consequences for this family. .

As far as we are concerned, we continued our good relationship with t_hc

i
i

Osvalds, even aftexr the situation in Soviet Russiam and in Minsk especlally

have been thoroughly discussed, Instead of questioning them, we became con-

cerned in the welfare of this couple. Be nice to the poor was always Jeanne!

motto.
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Seeing that Lee'a sltuatlon was also gradually dateriorating, I became
even nicer to nim, Wever kick a wan who 13 dowa, help him, was by belief.
Sometimes Lee's action and his sensitivities annoyel me, but I did not

try to siow any resentment and attemdted to find a solutiorn for him and

his wife,
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Contreasts hetyeen the Osvalds.

Cae day Lee brought to me typescripts of his experiences in fussia.
He wvas interested in publishéng them in a forwm of an article in a magazine
or possibly to develop them into a book. 4 fow typed pages, and poorly at
that, in substance could not add much- te vwhat he Lad alfeady told me. And
what he had tild me was of interest cnly to me, because I was familiar with
the -locale, but not to othes readers. But it was luportant for him to get
my recognition since he knew that I published wany articles in Burope and
- in this country did some- theatre reviews -for-the Variety lMagazine. and so
Lee cat on the sofa and looked hopefully st we.
MAat do you think of tlds?" Le asked.
"liemeater I &m not & profeesionzl waiter, I was lucky emough to have
ha¢ some erticlee putliched, your story is siuple and honest but it is very
poorly writter. It is deprived of any sensatlionel revelations and it's
reslly pointless. Personslly I like it becsuse I know iilnsk but low wmeny
people kuow where Minsk is. and why should they have interest in your ex0
periences? Tell mel"™
"Not many," Lee azreed mnlldly.
I 44d not say, not to affend hia,- t: hat his graumar was.poor and the syn=

tax was atominable, And those long, pompous words...



117

Tut thet was the result of his poor, formal education. ind the only
thirgs in s favor stood out - his sincerity and his obvious good will
to irform correctly. o

PIf you add some gsensational, detective story type detalls, a heauti-

ful femalp spy, depraved, desachistic pelicemen, Lf you depict all Russians

degenerate

as rprzemblnepsters, then your script will be published,

“Ka, thar you," mald Lee proucly. "L do ot want to tell liep, My pur-_ .
posc 1s to improve Soviet-Rum=iin iwerican relatlons." And he added quickly,
"People here stould krow tow decent a:md generous Iyssians ere, lLow, vell ...
they treated me, & girple Anerican ex-morine, with kindness end generosmity
= 1 ¢%d net i@ rrything roustrous in Clviet Nyssian.” Cvrae

"I agree with you personally, alsc you talk chout some Lrdividuals
you met there. It's pood end factual, they are deggnt people. Byg who is
irterested ir comwate this or that, in refuzees from Argenina or in some
cheerful Cuban studentc? Correct?™,

Tec agreed enc I handled him back hils pages.

The sawe typescrips were showm we latew for identification by the ... ... .

Warrer. Committee lawyer ond they were pxinted in the Warren Committee

report. So Lee's wished wmx® came true after hig death,
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This was a period of relative tranquillity fot Lee, as he was working
for Taggart's developing and enlarging photos, posters and maps and he
seemed to enjoy his work. But Marina was dissatisfied and complained to
Jeanne again."He comes home tired, hadly talks to me, only to the baby,

~ then reads Russian books and is seldom tender and loving to me,"
Incidentally I never saw him interested in anything else ex;ept Russ~
- sian books and magazines, He said he didn't want to foget the language -
but it amazed me that he read such difficult writers like Gorki, Dostoevski,
- Gogol, Tolstoi and Turgenieff - in Russian. As everyone knows Russian id
a complex lnaguage and he was supposed to have stayed in the Soviet Union
~-onlya IMttle over two years. He must have had some previous training and
that point had never been brought up by the Warren Committee - and it 1s
© 'gtill puzzling to me.  In my opinion Lee was a very Jbright person but pot . |
a genius. He never masterdd the English language yet he learned such a dif-
+fleult language! I taught Russian at.all level in a large Univergity and _
I never saw such a profficiency in the best senior students who constantly
vriigtened to-Russian tapes and spoke to Russian friends. As a matter of
fact American-born instructors never mastered Russian spoken language as

well as Lee did.

The fact that Lee reserved Marina as a perfect Russian conversationalist
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for himself was foolish and selfish. Being in close relationship with the
Osvalds we noticed the signs of the coming disintegration of their already
) fragile relationship. Lee seemed to be fornd of Marina but he mostly ché-
rished baby June. Maybe he was too secretiave ap person to show his affec~
tion and-Marina's slavic nature demanded more attention and tenderness.
But Lee never spoke badly to us about his wife, he never criticized hexr but
meithar did he ever express amy- deep- feeling for-her, Even in his typewritten.
memoirs he spoke very little of her. i
Marina, on ‘the other hand, annoyed and-criticized Lee, due possibly to
a perversity of her Russian character. "He 1is so puny, so dull, he never
- drinks, only wirks, tires easily, is only interested in books" She com-
plaikad to me and my wife. And she said that behind his back and obviously
* = to~him>directly when we were not-there.. Never-did we hear from hexr that she
loved her husband. But there was navertheless an element of strong attach-
> et whith tied together these two 'so: dhfferent people, but we did not no-
tice it at the time,
- Lde’ wdd indeed 'all: wrapped: up in-his- work, books, his ideas on equality
of all people, especially of all races; it was strange indeed for a boy
Neh‘&lhmr‘n%ly;ﬂmlynmrmbe so profoundly anxi-racist.

nSezregation in any form, recial, social or economic, is one of the most
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repulsive facts of American life®, he often told me, "I would be willing
any time to fight these fascistic segregationalists - and to dée for my
black brothers."

He obviously intended to do just that, as we shall see from the later
chapters and from Marina's inscription on Lee's pictpre. Warren Mttee
completely disregarded this unusual aspect of Lee's character and elimi-
nated my statement form the report.

Otherwise, we seldom heard from Lee much talk about women, Mgrina, on
the other hand, spoke freely to Jeanne add to nwne_lf ‘.“"{‘" het ?rev-lygricul
experter;een , her admiration for strong, nexy‘men. She spoke enthusiasticale
ly about the Cubans she met in Russia. "Thay were gutgo‘hgg _a?d §,ly:_0ften_
they carried their guitars with them, sand thair catchy Carriben tunes, dan-
ced so well, They were such fun!® B

This was an indirect criticizm of her husbandwho did not like music,
except Russian folcloric sad tunes, who did not pln‘y‘_f?_y n}\‘u_t‘cu_ instruments
and could not dance. And let's face it he wasn't particularly entertaining

with herx.

.
P LA

Here I want to dispel once more the S.mprento_n I may have given that Lee
did not have a keen sense of humour. For instance 1 _teu!embet_ this one he tol
me. "A russian doctor had a parrot who was able to say 'how do yau do',

'good night' ete.
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One hot evening the doctor left the parrot on the windowsill to cool off.
A Russian mujik passes by and hears parrot's greetings. He takes his hat
off and says:'excuse me, combade, I thought you were a birdi®"

On American politlcs he expressed the following oplinion."Under dictator-
ship people are enslaved but they know it. Heré the politiclans constantly
lie to people and they become immune to these lies bacause they have the
pribilege of voting. But voting 1s rigged and democracy here is a gigantic
profusion of lies and clever braain-washing.”

Algo he sald. gomething about FBI which did not strike me at the time as
very clever, but ktstory proved his judgement correct. "knowledge is a
great power, especially if you know it about very impprtant people.”
Obviously J.Edgar Hoover's files must come to your mind,

- Also he told me the joke which must have been cérculating at the time

in the Soviet Union., "A strip-tease joint was opened in Moscow for the tou=:
.xiets. It was decorated and run just. like .in Paris and lots of money was
spent on this establishmen. Yet it did not attracact much trade, A State
- E?ommi.d .Commigsion questioned the worried director. He explained:'l did

|

by best, hired the best decorators, imitated a place in Paris,'- 'How about
.the girls?! agked a member of the commission. *No troubj.e with them, they

are all at least for thirty years good, party members.'"
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Lee also liked jokes about southern hillbillies and rednecks but I
cannot recall any of them now. He subscribed to "Krokodil" a Soviet satiri-
cal publication, somevwhat similar to the New Yorker or to the British Punch.
Krokodil, which we often read together, featured mainly Russian self-criti-
cism in the form of short stories or cartoons. Animals frequently featured
local politicians, and in the manner of Krilov's fables, emphasized the
folbles of the Soviet bureaucracy. It also took swipes at the bourgeois
world quite sharply.

Lee read Russian classics and discussed some at length with me, especlally
I remember "The Idiot™ by Dostolevski, a psychoamlyj.tical study. He under-
stood the pre-revolutionary life in Russia, which I did not know but heard
about from my parents. Russian clagsics belong exclusively to the pre-revo-
lutionary or early revolutionary days and modern Russians are faaf:lnated
by those days of extravagant aristocracy, tzarist power and abuses of it,
great wealth and great waste, ownership of slaves, temporal strength of
the Greek-Orthodox church - these aspects of the old d;y- Lee observed with
distaste but the elegance'and the gayety of the certain occasions gave him
a feeling of nostalgia, as he were Russian himself.

Marina did not care about any of this, she was a super-materialist, really

destinaed by nature for the mediocre, middle class American life: new clothes
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new buildings, plastic, neutral surroundings, tall, well-dressed men.
"Lee, when shall we get a car/" She kept on nagging. "Everybne here h S

one, even the poorest people!" And poor Lee even did not know how to

drive a car. And when Marina was talking to Jeanne he shad:"I never wanted

a middle~clase wife, mediocre, obscure, money-loving who would have the

tgste of vanity, of luxury, of comfort, of all that bourgeois nonsense.”
Well, you have one, 1 thou,ght‘.

Marina liked wi'ne, he objected to it. She smoked, he detested the smell

< of tob So whenever she was without himshe. would b a chai ker,

inhaling deep, asking for drinks, enjoying these forbidden pleasures. He
called Lee, & slender, ascetic man, but by no.means a weakling, a bookworm.
He respected educetion and knowledge, especially in others, she was just
the opposite; she didn't velue her degree as a pjermacist. -

"It must have been difficult to get it?" I agsked her once.
. "Not for we, I got by easily, used ponies and pagssed my examinations,” -
she answered breezily.

But she would-remember some handsome fellows and had med and shared bed
with, of real aoviet type orgles. She confided in Jeanne. Those parties

. were oxganiged -in Minsk by richer sons. of the bureaucrats who digsposed of

comfortable gpartments while their parents were gone. The kids drank and
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sleps indiscriminately ., "This was terrific," she reminisced. "Ard I also

remember & handsome boy who instead of joining us on hilidays would take

I
a book and would zo all day to the forest to study. Some people are crazy,"’

she concluded,

In my conversations with Lee, I found out that he was an oppn and
strajightforward agnostic. Relizion did not interest him. He was that was
probably since his early childhood. His agnosticism was of the type of Je- ;
fferson's or Franklin's - and it was fine, He was not an aggressive
atheist who wanted to impose his point of view with violence. He must have
read Toynbee and Bertrand Russell because his argumentation against orga-
nixed religion was solid, One day he sald."The doctor sees a man. at his
weakest, the lawyer sees the man at his wlckedest and the priest sees a mn;
at his stupidest,” he chuckled, "I xread it somewhere, it's pretty good?" I

Lee was'always very humble with me and he really blossomed when I shtmedi

'

. some interest in what he had to say. But arn't we all the same way?, . .
Only once, while discussing organized religlon, he expressed his views

with cold disdain, "What I dislike,” he sald, "are the materialisticw,

agpects of the American type religion, not all, but the large denominations

with their rediculously garish churches, their tax-deductible, tricks. and. .

finageling." Lee seemes quite versed in the matter. Here he was rather
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instructing me, And I had to agree with him on the greedy aspects of our
modern Christianity, so far removed from the original téachings-of pover=
ty and humility.

I remenber talking to my wife about Lee and she mentioned that we both

treated him on a perfectly equal basis, &nd never scorned him, while other
people who helped the Osvalds did it for Marina only or for the child,
And Lee did not like any help, especially that type. He was occasionally
rude to the people who interfered in their lives being intrisically a
very indepmo‘ent,-sel»isufftctent; pexrson. And-so he began refusing invita-
tions which infuriated Marina,

- Many local people,. especially S.u&sunzrefugees, resented Lee because
he had deserted these United States, the "country of the brave and the
free" and many considered him an outright traitor. And he, 2 hundred per-
cent, netive-born American smiled and would say:"who gre the real Ameri-
cans? Only the.Indians, Blacks and the Mexioans from the Southzxm-Western
states, to whom this country originally belonged."

We have a d“ferent'attttude. We. Like young people who search to solve
some problemg which bother them. He disliked many aspects of American life
and thought thst maybe somewhere else it was .better, Being with him took me

back to my young days at the University of Liege, when we spent entire

43-792 0 - 79 - 9
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discussing various probleams of life without any respect for the rules
or for the establishment,

It was not the first time that he mentioned that he was disappointed
in the Soviet Union because he did not find there his ideal of justice.
"Maybe it does not exist..." he said sadly one day. "And so 1 came back.”

The narrow-minded people condemned him without understanding his motiva-
tions, without giving him a chance to explain himself. And. later on our
Dallas police let him die without explaining himself and telling the truth,

But we are tulktng. of the year 1962 and of people he met then. Many re-
sented him - and he answered in kind. And we were the only ones whb took
interest in him and gave him a chance to express himself.,

Since I had mentioned Lee's agnosticism, let's go back to Marina's
attitude towards religion. We were positive that at the time Marina vas
glso an agnostic, even an atheist, after all she was brought up in Soviet
Russia in purely comu;Lat surroundings. She did not have the slightest
idea of God, not any interest in anything divine - or so it seemed to us.
But soon she realized that being religious in the United States would
help her, as it usually does. And so she had her child June christened latex
in the Greek-jQrthodAx church in Dallas during one of her separations from

Lee.This exacerbated their conflict, He told her in our prasence:"you



127

doublecrossed me, you should have consulted me before doing this to my
child. This is unforgivablel®

And so there was another element added to thelx disputes.

Personally I do not criticize faith or relizion, but these should be
true and profound feelinzs, not the outward manifestations. Lee's faith,
his stronest belief was - racial intezration., He told me at many occasionn'
="it hurts me that the Blacks do not have the same privileges and rights
as whlte Awerlcans.” And I agreed with him. This was the tiae when Blacks
had to sit at the back of the busx, couldn’'t eat 1in restaurants or stay
in the hotels and motelé reserved for the whites, It angered and annoyed
rme, At the time I didn't have many contacts with the Blacks, except with
some artists, teachers and preachers. But in my lrofession I couldn't
afford to have Black friends often in the house, I would hav.e been black-
balled and eliminated from the compatitive field, Fortunately now the
situation changed for me and I am very happy.

Lee also resented the poor care of his child, This led tg frequent
quarrels and recriminations. Oradually fights between the Osvalds bacame
frequent and viclous. Marina would arrive by bus with the baby and would
complain to Jaanne:“Hixhe beat me up again," and showed btulseg on her

body to Jeanne and a black eye to me,
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One day we visited them in their apartment on Elsbeth Street in Oak
Cliff. It was on the ground-floor of a dreary red-brick building, the
atmosphere of the house and the neighbourhood conducéve to suicide. The
living-room was dark and smelly, the bedroom and the kitchen facing bleak
walls. But Lee was proud of his own place and showed me his books and ma-
gazines as well as sowme letters from Russia which we read together. The
place was sprucéd up by the lovely photographs of the Russian countryside
taken by Lee there and later gnlarged by him. Trees and fields, charming
peasant huts and cloudy skies contrasted strangely with the dreary walls
and the lugubrious atmosphere. Some pictures were framed by Lee, others
unframed were assebled carefully in an albun. I also remember artistically
taken pictures of Moscow and Leningrad, especially of the river Neva which
1 also slightly remewbered from my childhood. He was happy to have access
to elaborate photographic equipment. "Look at these churches, look at these
statues,” he exclaimed proudly. Indeed almost all his pictures had a pro-
fessional touch, he was justly proud of them.

While Lee and I were chiatting on ‘that moth-eaten sofa of his in the li-
ving-room, Marina invited Jeanne to come to the kitchen. There she crééd
and showed an infectad spot on hér shoulder. "The son of the bitch waught

me smoking and he grabbed the cédyarette and put it out on my bare flesh,"

aha avliat
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*This is terrible, this is terrible," shouted Jeanne, coming out of
the kitchen. "Lee what have you done to your wife?"

"Jell, she smoked agalnst my orders,™ He sald sullenly.

"You lived abroad only two years and picked up those customs,” Jeanne
attacked him. "You could not have picked up this brutalicy in Russia
where women are independent., 4rd here you have no right to brutalize a
woman just because she smokes occasionally.”

Right there we discussed with them very frankly their jrowing antago-
nism and tried to find a solution to 1t. We came up with an idea of a
temporary separation but let it up to them. "Pake it easy,™ I told Lee,
"and stop abusing vour wife."

"3ut she enjoys brutality,” he answered calmly. "look at me I am all
scratched up.” . Indeed, even in the darkish room we could see long red
marks on his face - traces of Marina's fingernails. "sShe is provaking
me,” he added sadly.

"still it's no excuse,™ I said. "Your temparaments obviously clash -
it's another reason fof separation.”

The Osvalde remained silent, wrapped up in their misery.

"Do it," said Jeanne, "before you really hurt esch other. And you Lee

are responsible because you are stronger,"
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"Man, that woman loves to fight," countered Lee seriously.

Marina end Jeenne went bnck’to the kitchen were Marina cried on my
wife's shoulder. On the way home Jeanne related the complaints. "He is
cold and htostile," szid Marine. "He zoes to bed with me so rarely now.
Once in a couple of weeks. He makes me so god-damn frustrated,”

Jeanne was amused by such frank revelation but could not find a better
golution for Marina than advising her to be more feminine, use some perfume
in the evening and occasionally put on a sexy, transparent rnegligee.

But before leaving I remember taking a close look at, baby June, laying
in her crib, rather fat and not being able yet to say a word. "She reminds
me of soraone, of some celebrity," I said,

And then the answer came to me. "Look at June," I ghouted. "Look she 1s
2 baby edition of Nikita Xrushchev!"®

1 d1d not mean it as an insult, just the opposite. I rather liked that
outzoing, earthy old man, and so @14 the Osvalds. So we all laughed and
asgembled around the cftb, examining the baby. "Same pinkish color of the
skin," observed Jaanne. "Same rare, fluffy hair," sald Marina. "Same round
Ruggian face," azreed Lee smilingly.

And so we left that evening advising our younz friends to talk over

their problems and to stop torturinz each other. Whatever their decision
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would be, wer would be glag to help them in any way we could,

Drxiving back from the Osvalds we spoke of their problems and laughed
June-Krushcheff comparison. "Yes, the baby has the same slanting eyes
and the sace belligerent expression,” sald Jeanne,"how come I did not
notice it before?”

Yes, June wasg not a pretty baby at the time but perfectly normal end
healthy. We have not seen her lately, for reasons I shall explain, byt I
am sure she zrew up to be a lovely young girl. She has a step-father and
knows. probably little or nothing about her real fether., And we remewber
with sadness how much Lee was devoted to her. "ile 48 an unusually loving
and tender father," I mused aloud while driviag.

"And he has a very good hearth,” said Jeanie, "iook how much our dogs

love hiam."

" tt's go touching when Lee kisses June and calls her "moia malenkaia
devochka®," And never gets mad at her, I concluded while we approached

our house.
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Ingreased animogity between Lee and Marina,

Conflicts in marri.ed couples develop slowly like a cancer, and then
from the slow development the sickness attacks the couple with alarming
rapidity. In previous chapter we showed how slowly but insidlously the
aniwosity develoged in the case of Osvalds. _Lookinj back at Lee and remem-
bering his reactions, he became suddenly standoffish, sometimes suderci-
1ious and spoke only to people whom he 1iked and tmusted. Add there were
not many of them, Lee was not close to his mother and seldon spoke of her.
But neither 3id he ctiticize her. He hardly spolke of his brother Rovert
and not at all of his wifé. Yet, the Osvalds stayed with them for a short
time uporn thelr arrival in the United 3States.

As a matter of fact we never met any member of the Osvald family and
we are sorry not to have met Lee's mother. Even larina spoke nlcely of her,

Later we adwixed wheb ifarsuerite Nsvald tried desperately to claar up
her son's name ard reputation. We wish her the best of luck.

Cne of the reasons we agrea with Mrs. Warguerite Osvald that her son
wasx protably innocent of Kermedy's assassination - and we insisted on this
durin3 the Warran Committee interviews (although it was never brought up
publicly) - wag the Eollowin;g: Lee actually admired Fresident Kennedy in

his owr reserved way. One day we discussed with Lee Xennedy's efforts to
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bring peace to the world and to end the cold war, "Great, great}" Exclaimed
Lee. "If he succeeds, he will be the greatest president in the history of
this country,."

Kennedy's efforts to alleviate and to end segregation were also admired
by Lee, who was sincerely and profoundly committed to a complete integra=
tion of Blacks and saw in it the future of the United States,"I am willing
to fight for raclal equality and would die fighting if necessary," He told
me once. Because of his poor, miserable childhood, he proabably compared
himself to the Blacks and the Indlans And commiserated with them, 1In this
he was so different and so noble compared with the Southarn trash and red-
necks, whose segregationism stems from their fear of the Blacks, of their
strength and of the possibility of their prominence in every field of human
endeavoun.Education for the Blacks was an anathema for them, while Lee was
fullheartedly for it. He loved black children and admired their cute and
outgoin3 ways. He also was fond of the black music and f;ulclore with which
he was familiar from his childhood days in New Orleans.

Lee despised the reactionary groups, the white supremacists, the so
called "hate groups" and did not hide his feelinpgs. I naturally agreed with
him. Marina, on the other hand w,s not interested in anything except acqui~

ring possessions. Her craa materialism, envy of other refugees' success,
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compared to Lee's idealism, lead inevitably to confrontations.

Lee was rather neat and ot.detly, Marina was lazy and devil mgy care
about her househdld and herself. This unusual #AmgenRussian-American couple
was too much for the average Amzo. Hence their cohabitation with the
Robert Osvald and his family was short. It all became clear to my wife as
she had the opportunity of observing Marina more than I did..This ex-
Russian activist and member of the Communist youth stayed in bed 'till hoon
or later and avoi.ded domestic chores. This was what happened when she sta-
yed in our house. The same opinion was shared by my ;laughter with whoa
Marina stayed also for a while.

Marina was simply deprived of energy while Lee, capable of an effort,
was not however an average go-getting type of a person who succeed in Ame-
rica. I often regretted that Lee did not get a Settet education, he would
have done well *n the scholastic world and would have been a useful citizen

In the meantime Lee's relationship with Marina worsened as she became
mo;:e enticed by the American "luxuries®. It was a senauous joy for her
to wear my wife's silk nighties when she stayed with us and my daughter
said that ;t\e did the same when she stayed in her apartment.

A-»mnm was luxuriatinz, Lee was reading whenever he could his Ruu.i.n
books (he had brought a lot from The Soviet Union) and his friends kept

providisg him with new supplies of books and magazines.
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Although I did not notice any special sizhs of jealou.:y‘ regarding
Marina - for obvious reasons, she could not communicate 'with Americans
and the Ruasian refugees were too old for her - but it annoyed him that
his wifo kept corresporling with her boy-friend, or au ex-lover, in Russla.
Lee intercepted a letter froam this man aad became very bitter. I do not
remeuber whether he beat bgr up on that occasion, Harina did aot coamplain,
3ut he told me that #he letter contdined reference of Marina's plan to
returan to the soviet Union without him. It could be that Lae amagined it.
Anyway, the situatlion becawe tensexr., Lee obviously loved Mawina in his
own way and did not want to lose her.

Marina's smoklng and ocaasional.drinking gave [its to Lee, he hated
the smell of tobacco on Marina's breath. Laughingly I told him to aoid
this problem and to approach ifarina, when he was in an aworous mood, from
tha back. He did not laugh this time.

- Junie's'upbringing also caused bitter disputes, Lee accused hiz wife
of not payinz enough attention to hia daughter, not to c‘hange her diapers
fast enouszh and to be tender enough with: hc;{. Actually E.'Iix'lna was not a
bad wother, but Lee was too much of a per(ectiénist and June was his idol.
In out opinion e spoiled the child too wmuch and we told him so.

The Osvalds quarrelled in front of us bitterly but without physical
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viplence. Rut gralually the tempo od their fights increased amd we saw
Marina more often with brulses anl Lee with scratches on his face.

Jeanna tried to convince Lee to change hils ways to be more tolerant
otherwise‘thisVconfrontation would end in a tragedy. I did not belleve
that Lee wogld seriously hurt Marina and lauzhed - "even proainent people
occasionally haat their wives, the most important is not to maim them.”

My wife liked Marina and found her amusing an! stimulating but we weréd
both annoyed to hear her complaints gbout "that idiot Lee who does not mske
enouzh money."

"Ihy don't you try to make something out of yourself?" asked Jeamne.

"1 came perniless to America, worked herd and became a successful designer.
Go to school, learn Fnzlish, revalidate your degree.”

Marinz was not interested.

To encouraze Maxina and prevent her from bltching at lLee, Jeanne zave
her a series of raocords to teach Russian-speaking people English. gﬁex
were her own records, as she came to the United States from China, without
knowing the languagze well, Mut she learned fast and made a superhuman effor
to become independant and to give an excellent education to her daughter.

We also gave the Osvalds A phonograph. But instead of learning Fnglish
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she played melancholy Russan tunes and did not obviously cherish the
idea of finding a job,

One day both of them were reading to us a letter from Marina's girl-
friend in Russia. "Marina," it read, "I knew you would make it, you
were destined to be great ghd your success in America 1s a proof of it."

Lee smiled sadly:"Marina what were you saying to your fréénd?"

© + - lronically Marina did become famuous after the assassination, was on
the cover of Time Magazine, feceived a lot of money from charktable but
~~foolish Americans, and is now well off financially.

At the time it was pathetic to read such a nonsense. But it is possibl
that Marina in her own strange way considered her arrival in America &
great success, maybe the hundredd odd dresses donated to her turned her
head?... Who knows?

One day she told Jeanne that she always wanted to come to the United
© 'States - at any price: all the foolish gadgets and all the junk which

clutter our lives in this country.
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Idea of separation

We were appalled at the Osvalds' marital troubles which from being bad
became desperate. One day Marina came to our house without announc;ment,
crying, badly bruised all over and carrying baby June along. It would be
dangerous for her to Lee. And so we discussed the situation with a charming
couple - the Mellers - very kindly people without children of their own.

He had been a professor in Eastern Poland and she a Soviet displaced person.
They met in a camp in Germany, fell in love, married and eventually came

to the United States. They met Marina and liked her aﬁd at the same time
they were not prejudiced against Lee. Not being rich, they were generous,
and they accepted to host Marina and the child ftill the situation would
clear up.

The same day I invited Lee to come to the house to discuss the situation
with him. We spoke very clamly and as a matter of fact of the need for se-
paration. Our dogs, Nero and Poppea, sitting snugly next to Lee were a
living proof that he was not either frantic nor nervmous. When it came to
the last beating, result of Osvalds' desperate quarrels, Jeanne said:"sepa-
rate as fast as you can, Stay away from each other. I will let you know Lee
later where Marina will be. But not before some time lapses.”

At that Lee became indignant, our dogs went into hidisz, "you are not
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going to impose this indignity on me!"™ He shouted, "I shall tear up all
of June and Marina's clothes and break the furniture." He was incoherent
and violent. W e never saw him in this condition before.

"If you di this, you will never see June and Marina again. You are r‘i-
diculous,” she said quietly, "There is a law here against abuge.”

"By the time you calm down, 1 shall promise you will be in contact with
baby June again," I interceded, knowingz that Lee was afraid that someot;e
would take the child away from him. And so he calmed down, promised to
think the situation over, assured us that there would be no more violence
and after a while we drove the couple back to the dreary Elsbeth Street
apartment.

The next evening Led was back with us, all alone. Again he wanted to
talk the situatioft over, #ie sat gloomily on our famuous sofa and both of
as tried to talk some sense.

"I heard of love accompanied with beating and torture,” I said half se~
riously, read Marquis de Sade or observe the life of the underworld -
L'amour crapule, as they say in France. But your fights seem to be deprived

of sex, which Ls terrible..."
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"If you think you are fond of each other, cannot you do it without
scratching, biting and hitting?" Jeanne tried another reasoning.

Lee sat gdoomily without saying a word.

nSeparation will be a test for both of you,” continued Jeann‘e, "you
will gee if you can live without each other. If you can, Lee, you will
find another woman and will be happier with her."

"If not," I laughed, "you will separate or divorce agaln. Look at me
I did it four times until I found somebody who can stand me."

Jearme kept on talking about a nice-temporary home for Marina and the
baby and the good care both of them will have. Naturally we did not mention
the name of Mellers,

"1 promise you, Lee, that after a cooling off period, I shall give you

‘ the addregs- and the telephobe, so:you can communicate with your child.

Nobody should separate a child from her father."”

Lee believed my prowise because he knew .that myself I had been a victim
of a vindictive wife who prevented me from seeing my children.

Jearme had called one of two families who knew the Osvalds and they
wholeheartedly approved of the proposed arrangement because they thought
that Marine would be better off &lone: thawwith Lee. And I personaly was

sure that Lee would be happier without Marina.
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Since Marina had been for this arrangement from the start, it was only
Lee we were worried about.

That night we separated rather sadly. "fou may hate us, Lee, or maybe
you will be grateful to us one day for enforcing this separation,” 1 said
"But I don't see any other way out under the circumstances. This is §itur-
day, we are free to-mprrow and will come in the morning to help Marina and
the baby move our."

Lee agreed but he was on the verge of tears. "Remember your promise.
You will give me soon their address and the telephone.”

We shook hand and Lee left.

The next day, a Sunda y; we drove to Osvalds' apartment on Elsbeth Street
Lee hardly sajd hello to Jeanne to who he hag always bemm most cordial.

"This 1s not the end of the world, Lee,™ she told him. "Cheer up!"
And she went to help Maring. I sat on the sofa with him and tried to taik
to him. He was gloomy and hardly sald a word. He did not try to help us
move the erib. baby's belongings, but hen it came to Marina's clothes,
he became infuriated, In the meantime our big convertible Galaxie - which we
kept for years in memory of Osvalds - was filling up high. Seeing all those
innumerable clothes, Lee grabbed a bundle of them and shouted:"I will not

permit it! I will not permit it! I shall burn all this garbage."
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And so back we went into the apartment following Lee and the bundle
of Marina's clothes. "You cannot go back on your promise to be calm, Lee!"
Shouted Jeanne. Disgusted, I wanted to call the police for help., But Lee
looked so desperate that I sat on the sofa again, grabbed him by the arm
and trlied to reason with him. “Brutality won't help you,lLee,” I saild. "If
you keep on with these tantrums, Marina and the baby will be gone anyway
and you won't see them azain. So better submit and keep your word,"

He sat gloomily not sure of what he was going to do,

"We are wasting our valuable time helping your kids,"I shouted loosing
my pat-ience. "To hell with you and your quarrelsi®

And Lee calmed down and agreed to everything. He even helped carrying
marina's clothes aqguired from the hateful Russian~American benefactors,
and put them on. top of our overloaded car. Rith all this junk, eur conver-
tible sank almost to the ground and groaned.

And so we departed Jeanne holding né to all that stuff to prevent it
from falling ou, Marina holding on to baby Hune. As 1 was driving I lnughea
because we looked so obviously ridiculpus. But fortunately this was a Sun-
day, there were few people on the atreets and I drove slowly, avoiding main
arteries from Oak Cliff, in the far Western part of Dallas, to the Lakeview

area, in the Eastern part of Dallas, a distance of some fifteen miles.
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And so we reached the apartment of that gentle couple, the Mellers, who
came out, greeting Marina and the bhby and helped to unload all that junk.
Little did they suspect that this kindly action would cause them o
much trouble after November 233 1963 and that their gentle life would be
disturbed by the insane wuwpiclons and crazy publicity following Kennedy's
assassination.

Marina complained for the last time about that stupid Lee and all the
trouble he had caused all of us. I was worried about him. "Let's get over
witﬁ 1t? I said gloomily, finishing the unloading. “And let's get out of

here. We have done enough for these crazy kids.”
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Separation and more trouble.

Obviously the separation which we caused and worked so hard at was not
bhe rught solution for the couple's problems. It was a heavy burden on this
charitable Polish-Russian couple - the Mellers - who were used to their
own ways and who had to share Marina's temperamental problems. She would
not help Mrs. Meller in her household pxam chores and behaved like a prim-
donna. And for Lee the separation was much worse. He missed Marina and the
child and came to our house daily , asking how they were, did June miss
him, were they well take care off. In other words he practically forgot
that this separation was not a joke and that he had caused it to a great
extent.

Again we had a chance to talk together, in a less cheerful mood than
before. "One can arrive at truth by trial and error," he said. "In my case
I commit so many errors and I still do not know whether I arrive as truth."

"It {8 possible, Lee," I counteredythat you take things too seriously.
Don't do thinks which are unpleasant or uncomfortable byecause of some
great ideology you may have. You see all the mess you are in. You must have
read Afthur Koestler's book where he repents for his years as an ideological
communist revolutionary."

Lee remembered the book.
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"Stop living miserably, do like a normal person does, live pleasantly
and keep your own ideology to yourself, Don't disclose yourself."

"You are right," of course, said Lee."But this society we live in, it's
so disgusting and degrading. How can you stand it?"

"Well, my friend, that's why we have built in distractions, stupid IV,
moronic movies, rock and roll music for most of the people.”

"And good books for us," concluded Lee, rather aptly.

fLee, you are too straight, your back does not bend enough. One of these
days someone will break your back. You have to learn to bend, be resilient?

"But look at the politiclans here, most of them. They want to be praised
publicly of their honesty and good will, Connelly, the governor of Texas,
for example, In reality they will do all the degrading actions and yet try
to appear in good light."

This was the first time he mentioned his loathinz for Governor Comnelly.
What caused it, we shall show later.

"What you need, Lee, is a good walj in the jungle, like we dlfl. That
would bring you back to the essentials of life - survival."

"Marina is not Jeanne, she will not do anything of the sort. And we
have the baby..."

Later we wexe asked many times with great suspiclon - "why were you was-

ting your time on this crazy Marxist and his unappealing wifel®
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The answer is - first to help a young couple in despair a nd secondly-
more complex answer - I found Lee a most interesting and invigorating in-
dividual, he never bored me. Maybe the reader will agree....

Talking to Lee was a balsam for his raw nerves, a sincere conversation
calmed him down and it wasn't bad for me either. Fortunately I remember
well so much of what he said. I remember distinctly that one of those eve-
nings together we talked of John F. Kennedy. Lee liked him and certainly
did not include him among those despicable politiclans he mentioned before.
1 showed him President's picture on the cover of Tima Magazine and Lee said
="how handgome he looks, what open and sincere features he hag and how dif-
ferent he looks from the other ratty politicos."

I don't remember exactly the words but Lee spoke most kindly of the gra-
dual improvement of the racial relations in the United States, attributing
this improvement to the President, Like most young people he was attracted
by the Kennedy's personality but he also knew that JFK's father was a
rascal who made money off whisky and being bullish on the stock-market
which 4s betting against this country's economy.

Lee often mentioned that the two party system did not work well, that
other points of view were not represented., He did not see the difference
between a conservative democrat and a fairly liberal republican - and in

that I agreed with him.
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"Both republicans and democrats realdy did not oppose each other,"
he mentioned one day, "they do not represent different points of view,
but they are both solidly against poor and oppressed.”

But rezarding JFK, Lee did not have asuch a gloomy attitude and he hoped
that after the Bay of Pigs fiasco Kennedy would accept coexistence with
the communist world.

As 1 mentioned before, he ﬁid not like Marine Corps and consideredsm
it taciit and sezregationist., "Do you know that President Truman wanted
to abolish this Marine Corps and I would agree with him on that." Lee
did not like any militarists, Ruselan or Americans, he thought that some
day there would be a "coup d'etat" in this country organized by the Penta~-
gon and that the country would become a militaristic, nazi-type, dictator-
ship.

Maybe this negativist attitude was the result of the separation, these
days We was gloomy and did not smile at my jokes. Yet I tried my best. I
remember telling him about the meeting of four zirls, French, English, Ame-
rican and Russian,"The French girl said."my lover will buy me a dress.®
The English girl said:' my husband promised to buy me a vew coat,' The
American girl bragged:'my boss will buy me a mink stole'. And the Russien

girld concluded:'Girls, I am prostitute also'."
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One of those evenings Lee spoke for the first time of his discharge
from the Marine Corps."l received an honorable discharge and then those
bastards, in the Navy, changed it into an undesirable discharge, just
because I went to Russia and threw my passport in the face of the Ameri-
can consul.™

"Didn't they do it because you lied? You were supposed to go back to
the States to help maklngc a living for your mother..."

“Oh, hell, that was just a crooked excuse," He said sullenly."And
Connally sighbd this undesirable discharge. .."

Those days Lee was bitter about religion, which he generally seldom
mentioned. He explained his awowed agnosticism:"money waster of these
innumerable churches, garish and costly, should be spent much more use-
fully on hospitals, asylums, homes for the poor and elderly, on elimi-
nating slums.®

But Lee did not like the communist party ;ithet. "In Rugsia party mem-
bers are mostly opportunists, carrying their cards proudly in order to
get better jobs, or they forced into the party by the circumstances or
families.” 1

Again I tried to cheer up Lee by telling him a joke I heard in Yugo-

slavia.
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An uneducated Monteneplan communist arrives in Belzrade where he sees
for the first time changing lights in a main intersection. 'Comrade,’ he
agked a pagsser by. 'What are these lights for?' He asked timidly. The
slyde answer was:‘'the red lights are for the communists to cross over,
the yellow for the communist sympatizers, the green for oll the others.'
And go the peasant tried to cross on the red light, almost got killed and
strongly sdmonished by the policeman:'what kind of fool are you?'- 'But
I am a member of the commnist perty, but I didn't really wanted to join
it, I was forced into it.'-

He did not laugh but conceded that the joke proved his point. "People
vithout any party affiliation were the nicest among those I met in Russia,
he concluded,

I remehkber that Lee did not like any political parties, anywhere. He
was just a native-born nonconformist. But he told me that when he used to
teach his coworkers English in Minsk, he tried to present United States in
the most favorable light and wasn't too popular with the authorities be-
cause of that, In USSR he defended Usa, in USA he defended USSR,

This type of attitude I like very much and I tried to do the same when
I worked in Yugoslavia in 1967. I remember deeply offending the secretary

of the communist party of 3lovenla comparing him to my ex-father-An-law,
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ex-chariman of the Republicar party of Pennsylvania and an extremely
rich man. Poth of them, communist and a super-capltalist were made in the
same mold, When he hear this, Lee finally smiled,

And so Lee tried to create good feeling in two opposing countries,
in two opposing systems of government. This is not an attribute of a
violent man, just the opposite. I must say that I never considered lee
capable of a truly violent act. Marina amnoyed him, he beat her up, but
she scrtached him back and hurt him worse. Lee regretted hls acts but
Marina did not. Lee threatened to destroy toys and clothes but he did
not do it, Look how he accepted our intervention..., I am not a very violent
person, but I would not stand for somebody else to take away my wife and
my only child, whatever the reasons were.

Unquestionably Lee was a very sincere person, he meant what he said,
even if it meant trouble for him., Marina, I remember, had the same feelings'
regarding religlon ss Lee, she found all religions absolutely ridiculous,

a childish farce, Rut at the same time she had her baby baptized - just
in case, Sh:e knew it would createc a favorable impression among Americans
and Russian refugees. She did it at the time of this separation, we did .
not know about 1it, and sl":e did it without Lee's consent.

And so baby June was baptized in the Russian-Orthodox church, where
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the priest, father Dimitri, was a good friend of mine. Being a neophite
himself - he had been a gtrong Baptist - he was somewhat fanatical about
his new falth and considered thils baptism 2 great achievement. And he did
well in the church and at present time he is bishop of California.

When Lee heard of this baptism, he became infuriated and it led him
into more religlous or rather anti-religious discussions, which I remember
well,

"You know all thcose theories of immortality cleave me cold,™ said Lee,
"And who would be this wuysterious judze who would punish or reward me?
It's out of sight,”

"Yes, I agree with you but becoming just gas after death seems too sim-
ple to me,"

"Eternity, immortality, what highfaluting ideas,” continued Lee.
"Anyway I have hard enouzh timein this short existence of mine,” he
sniled bitterly. "What shall I do with immortality?®

"Someboty dn said,” pursued lee,"this maj 1s not intelligent to doubt
=-he is a PILIEVIR."

"y €rioend," I said, "hope and religlon are a peculiar mixture. They
wake lots of people happy but they 2lso made Jewish pecople go to gas

chambers singing ilebrew songs, instead of fighting the Nazis."
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. “That won't happen to me," saldd Le. "l don't need hymns to pep me

up waen I die. and I don't know wnere I shall go after death and 1 don't
care. but I shiall not be like a rich smerican - who eats, sleeps, drinks,
amuscs himself and then dies painfully leaving all hls belonglug and a
large bank account. I shall die poor and free,"

1 was frequently asked - was Lee Aa good husband? Now we have seen
his unpleasant characteristics, But he often helped Marina in the house-
hold work. He gave her all the money he earned. Sometimes he complained
that she was too laze - and so he did the job himself, cleaning dishes
even washing clotheg, He was tender to the baby. As far as sex is concer-
ned, we have heard Marina's complaints but we know that the greatest mys~
tery Ln.the world 1s what happens between the married couple at night,
behind the closed doors. And-we never looked in the keyhole,

I don't remenber Lee ever saying that hg would go back to the Soviet
Union, even when his warriage was going on the rocks.

1f Marina had any brains, she should kwmw have known that a man like
Lee, who was not a money-maker but barely a wage earner, would never provid;
her with all the luxurles, all those deniraple items, that America seemed
to possess in ;uch limitless quantities. She picked at him, annoyed him,

as &f she desired a separation, wihich she finally achieved through us,
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This letter from Marina's ex-lover that Lee intercepted, why did she
let it drag araound. laybe she wanted to end this unsuccessful marrilage?

What annoyed us also was that Marina liked to ridicule Lee. She called
him a fool, a moron. "you are always thinking of politics instead of making
money - you act like a big shot!®

Marina had a bad habit of constantly correcting Lee when he was speaking
Russian and that amoyed him and me. Lee, for a man of his backzround,
had a remarkable talent for Russian and Marina foollishly tried to blow up
his occasional mistakes or ridicule his slight accent. It's difficult to
know two languazes to perfection and Lee's English was perfect, refined,
rather litterary, deprived of any Southern accent. e sounded like a very
educated Ancrican of undeterminate background. But to know Russian as he
did was remarkable - to appreclate serlous litterature -- was something out
of the ordinary. He had affinity to the Russian ways of life, customs,
misic and food.

Therefore to criticlize this remarkable fellow was an act of nastiness
or idlocy, especially for Marina who knew only two Englisl words -"yea"
ard "no". Thet ‘'s how che went around and éid her shopping pointing at the

articles with her finger.
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Lee asked. ne oace - "what is your pjilosophy of life? You make me
talk a lot but tell me jokes instecad of belng serious.”

"Jell, jokes sometimes express more than tiick, serlous doctoral
theses,” I answered, "Frankly I am not interested in politics, I lost most
of my relatives - and so did Jeanne - turough varlous wars and revolutions.
what I believe in - live and let live. But let tie minorities and tihe poor
live decently, then I for that type of a governmert. I had voted Republican
so far but I am considering switbhing to the Democratic parcy. There is
a guy there there by the name of Zugewe MeCarthy whoa I like. I also con-
sider that each country deserves the government it has, let the communists
live the way they want, same goes for the socialists or even dictators.

For instance the Sermans definitely deserved Hitler."

Lee nodded agreewent.

“This country has too many damn problems to bust into ot her countries
and lmgose our ways. We wust solve cur problewms first."

FB1 later annoyed we to no end and intervened in my life. Immediately
after the assassination and Lee's delazation that I was his best friend
amd the only one he respected, I Lecmae marked as a suspect number one by
the FBI and Cla. Various agents, in disgulse and officislly representing

their agencies invaded my frlends and business acquaintances asking:"is
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he a communist, is he an anarchist, is he an agent provocateur, what
country 1s he working for;"some even intimated that I was a hypnotist
and that I held Lee under my spell,

Just imagine the effect of such massive inquiries? And both my wife
and I had left Dallas for Haiti eight or nine wonths before the assassi-
nation, working on the geological survey of that country.

Some morinic agent comes to your friend and skks:"In George a potential
killer?" Then your best friend begins to worry. The same thing happened
to my wife, a famuous designer:"is she a marxist/ Why was she born in
China? Is she an agent of the Mao Tse Tung?" Stupid questions, but your
business contacts begin to worry and you lose them,

You have to investigate like the Scotland Yard does, or do it through
the private detectives, cautiously, not by innuendo,gossip or plain bru-
tal imposition. Finally, assembling of a bunch of such depositions into -
volumes of gossip at a large expense to the taxpayexr - and that's what
the Warren Report is -is a hight of foolishness and a bureaucratic night-

mare. But we shall talk about these matters later.
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vhat did Lee dislike about the United States,

Lee was frequntly critical of the United States and this was understan-
dable considering his poor and sad childhood in iew Orleans, Texas and
New York. But also there was suue logic in his arguaents.

"Awerica is & racist soclety from its very orizin. The arrival of
the pilgrimg and elindnation of the Indians. Unlted States is dishonest
country because it's based on the spoliation of its rightful ownexs.

This country is based of hate and intolerance. And £finally," concluded
Lee, "I think American arglos hate this country because they ruined it
to such an extent. Just look ardund - ugliness and polution.

"Ypu exaggerate, Lee," I argued."There ave lovely places in each town.”

"Tie plastic ghettoes of the rich, you call tihew lovely," he answerad
angrily. -

"In this ccuntry of great economic wealth, the jobs are hard -to find
even in times «f prosperity. In depression, it's awful.”

"One talng you are rigat about," I said, "there are few happy people
hexe. 1 remesber an old joke:'in America tie poor zet poorer, and the
rich get...Poxfirio ubirxosa,"

fle did no laugh, Lee probably did not know who Porflrio Rubirosa was.



157

"hat kind of a country this is, if an Alabama ignorant redneck calls
a Black professor from Dillard Unlversity -« 'a nigier!'" And Lece conti-
nued angrily. "You like jokes, 3o listen to this one:'two white policemen
sit in their office dumewhere in Yississippl. A volcze from outside calls:*
a sherff, come over a man is drowning.' A fat-bellied sheriff rises, goes
out and comes back shortly. *Goddamit', he says, 'another nigger tries to
drowa himself, the bastard wrapped himself in chains, cammot swim.'"

Yes, Lea could be justifisbly angry. But he hated FRI most of all,

“Thos gsab's annoy me and Marina constanily. They keep on inquiring about
me and her. They intimatz th2t I am a suspiclous character and that she is
a coummist. sad so I caraot hold a dacent job..."

"1 agree with you,lee, why don't vou write FBI 2 letter and complain?®

"1 did that and promised to blow thelr god-damn offlce,” he said
angrily.

L5 we know now, the existence of this letter was carefully concealed
by FLI from the Yarzen Committee.

& banker, friend of adne, to whom I intrzoduced Lee, knew the situation
and shied ewoy from him. He did not want investizators ir his worroom.

Lee could have noved awvay from fallas, and he did already move from Fort

warth here, but those lousy investigzators followed him everywhere, That's
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why the Csvalde woved to ‘lew Orlezang, hut this happened zfter our depar-
tore to ilatti, I would Lave zdvised him to stey on his job.

The banker, I mentioned above, zave L2e zad intervlew, on my insistence,
liked him, fourd him an indepenient, clear-thinking man, yot he did not
hire him. "I am afrald netting évvolvaed with this zuy," he told me later.
"ie 1s a hot-head, FBI will kepp pestarinz him. And his undesirable dis-
charze...I am sorcy.”

This same friend of wiae testifled at Warrean Commi“tees that had I stayed

in Dallas, thare would kave been no assassination (Lf Lee was involved) as

T would have kaown what he waaz up to. And I am thaakful for this one intal-

1iz0ont reaark, although ot the same time the same banker sald some disagrea

ble things 2bout ma, Rut I am _a Chrlstian, so I forzlve nhim,

Snme other 3003 fricends undarstood what we were trying to do for tae
Osvslis - tryins ta Loprove thair pozition materially, socielly and emo-
tionally, And ha? wa heen guccescfual, Lec's arnlmosity mlght have clsap-
pearcd or would become constructive critieizm, And, God, we need it!

Herina testified ot the Warren Comittee hesringe that Lee hed besn
a ¢ifferent percon in the .‘.;nviet trion, & friendly and ccupstible nen,
but 4in the States he resentful ond a recluse, Ke disliked the life of

Puselen vefucees, comparing thelr bourzeols ways, soft arnd comfortable,
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wita the tough and ascetic life of thelr compatriots in Russia, ile con-
sldered tnem fools, wiw did not understand the problems of thz United
States and even as traltors to thelr own mather-country. Way Lee did not
resent cur soft ways of life, I shiall niever know...

Lee disliked people whe were lavish whih :arina, spolled her; and she
foolishly bragged: "look at this, loox at that, They gave 1t to me. Taey
can afford £t," iaturally it infuriated him,

hnd s0, testifled tlarina, Lee became somewhat cf a recluse, and all
taat giving backfired makin, Csvalds® life wlserzble and empty. It could

lonely
be that this was intentional; some elderlykpeupla ave jealous of an un-
usual couple, seeulnyly in love, 8o they get alxad up in thelr affalre,

Lee disliked and even despized bureaucracy in every form here or in
the soviet Union. “Here tiiey are nasty', ue said to me once, "in the Soviet
union they are neive and stupld! This outburst case out after I aswed him:
vhow in the uell did you et out sc easily out of Russial"

"1 outsuarted those Russl;n bureaucxats., Man! They are just an amcrphou
bunch of people, They make a mistake and yo to 2 concentration camp like

a bunch of sheep.”
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Cowparing 3ovict Uafon and thls country, Lee told rie one day:'hoth
sides have wade a lot of wmistakes, enormous mistakes, but which side 1s
right and which side is wron3, I shall le dewmned, X don't know."

Aad he added serdously. "I hope at least China will be rizht and will

do wall,”
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Affexts of the zadivation,

Several intorvicwers and even ;ood friends asked me constantly the
same question:"you helony to a different sphire of scclety - vhy ¢id you
get mixed up with these 'low class! people, the Csvaldel®

Most of the reasons were explzined in previous chapters but there was
another important explanation . In 1940 U lost nmy only son of & congenital
deseage - Cystic Fibroais - CF in short. Although the fatal issue was ex-
pected, vhion it happered it affected me so strongly thet 1 kuew that I'had
to get "away from it oll", I asked my wife Jearme te give her successful
designing profession and join me on an expedition on foot ty the tralls
of Mexico £nd all of feontral America. Thils effort helped me immersely and
then we met the Osvilds very shortly after our return,

Lez urderstocd the ratugr of ny ordeal - and so did larina - which was
a Svssian way of golnz hac to nature, to ba aloxe 1in the wilderress wita
the inzze of the lost parson in our minds. And so w2 experienced a comm-
plon with a departed child. Put walking ason; the poor and despossessed
openad our eyes ta the realities of 1ife. Before that, like nmost peozle
in this cauntry)we were hustling after our business, quite successfully
most of the time, and dilsmissed poverty and inequality from our minds.

I becaqe recaptive to soae of Lea's ideas, llstened to them, discussed
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then freely and came to loo% at his as a friend, Almoct a son.

Cur experienze of liviug with the poor peaple of Mexico ard of
Contral Amorieca interested Leze inmensely and he kept asking intelligent
questions. Recause of his clidldhond Znw Hew Orlesns amd his early coatacts
with Latin Amerieans, he understood complex, somi-fcudal problems and
was searchin: for solutions. Marina was not involved In these dlscussions.
Thus, possibly I %dentified Lee with my lost som, uncomsclously, of
course, and as far as age is conserned he could be wy son. llaybe this is
the rezson why Lee accepted our paternalistic in his private life.

Lee trusted Jeamme an’ I Loplicitly and felt that whatever we tried to
do would ke benzfleial te him,

I can thinl of smother elcaent of cur aloseness, At one peried in my
1ife, I wag an offlcer in tha Folish cavalry where 1 always prided myself
on ex:ellent ralations with the coldliers. Maybe I treated Lee also llke a
soldler fizmly hyt falrly. And on Jeanme's part there was the same cle-
ment vis-k-vis Merina, who was ahout ter daughter's ase. &rd so the Osvalds
mizht have corsficered us our fester parents.

After the foreced gseparation, Lee came to our hiouse every day. Once he

brou )t some visitry cards L printed for me at Tsygert'e. A touchirg
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gegture and T still X=zep these cards, Lee obvlously liked my iapossibly

long nz an? szellad it corroctly, but he printed the cards on shiny trise
tol paner ulth faney letters and black borders, as If they were made for
a funeral,

The evendn: he brousht ny cards he sppeared completely despondent from
lanesomenesa. "Glve me Marina's telephonz,” he bogsed me, "I want to talk
to her snd the child.”

Ve consulted eact othei. Ty ccnaensus we [uve Lee Marina's teleplione

and sddress, ssatnst tarinats w1ll. We just dic rot helleve that she would

be afraild of Lec, “Mether onr declsion was a right one, we dou't know hut

staz . that avenins Lee hesan calliaz “is wife at all times of day and
- ' =) 3 J

nizht, distuzbing cuarybody evntil this charming conple, the ¥allers, asked

Herina to wove ouvt,

s time ve hod rothing to do with the meve and 4t seens that Marina
yefnced te he with Lee and noved first ta Mra, Katia Pord's place - &
Russian .rfzf'sf_,o(‘; aarried to an American ceolozist - and later she moved to
arother famlly remed Rays (she was aleo a Russian refugee and he on Are-
rican advertisiry cxecnutdve). Rventually she returned bzck to Lee. Put

before that she gave Lee each time her telephore and address. Msrina ve-

turned to her deadclle after & tearful scene - which we di2 not see-
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sSupposedly lLee swore her his love, stood on his kuees ani proudsed to
make s0mwe LONeY .

Later on we were told tiat Marina nad aoved away fxrom lee for a few
days in Fort Worth, &nd then went bLack to him...

The separation we werce invoived in so painfuliy was too suort to have
a positive effect, 1 told Lee., lie siwwuld have been mwre patleut and we
were angry with ourselves for thls untervention in their lives.

And life was catching up with us - time becawe vesy valuable for both
of us. Jeunne had to finisl. somz urgent designing jobs ard ay loag
awaited project of a geolqsicnl suxvey of naiti was comirg to fruition.
AL tiee sawe tiae I was chuvsen chiairmen of the local Qystic Filresis cam-
puign, which weant wxiting letters, seelng lots of pevple, paxticipating
in variout:; meetinge aud sbove ull - raising woney. Jeanne was most useful
spending her enexgy awst usefully, rauf.ng lay;e anounts of noney from our .
rich neighbours end frum the executives of the clottin; incdustry. The cam-

paign was a grcal success. )

|
4né nere ic another coincidence: uy sx-wife and i lad started this ?Cys-
tic Fibrosis foundation on a swmall scule in Dallasand eventually it became

& national orvganization with hweadquarters in otlaata. At the tine of

our friendsiip with the Usvalds, Jacqueline Kennedy bacaue an 'nonorai:y
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chairman of our Foundation for which, we all, afflicted paxents were
profouhdly grateful to her. Lee Osvald was aware of this fact and out of
friendghip to me, he expressed several times how much he admired our

President's wife.
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Our meetinge at the end of 1962

Somebody familiar with things Haitian know how difficult is to
organize anything worth-while in that country. But I have always been
very fornd of ¥hiti and especially of people there. Fortunately my many
friends were helpful and we were assured now that my survey was develo-
ping a firm bage., Also I was trying to organize a company to help deve-
‘loping the sagging economy of this impoverished but beautiful country.

So the time was short for us and we were seeing the Osvalds rather seldom.

One night he came alone and seemed very depressed,

“"Lee, my friend," I told him, "You like Tolstoy, don't you, He said
many clever things but this one applies to you.'Man must be happy. If not
he‘hu to work on himgelf to correct this mlunderstanding which makes
l;!.u unhappy.' I think I know what your 'misunderstanding 1s'"

Lee nodded sadly. "My tragedy is,™ he said, that my suffering is inflic-
vt;d on me by a person close to whom I want to be and from whom & would
want to tipd protection and consolation."

These words, which I remember distinctly, touched me greatly.

"You try to change Maring into your image. It's difficult, if not im-
possible, You should like her for what she is, not for what you would

want her to be. Do you my point?®
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"But she is becoming like an American middle-class wife," Lee fought
feebly. "She thinks only of foolish comforts. She is becoming like the
rest of them, talking of washers, driers and other gadgets as if they were
the most important things in life,.®

"Lee, you are too demanding. She is new in this country and is affected
by it, Take it easy. Txy to be friends with her. Somebody said:'friendship
is a quiet ghd exquisite servant, while love is a feroclious and demanding
master?'™

*1 am a fool and I am very unhappy,” said Lee quietly, "But thanks for
advice anyway., You are a very good friend."

when he left I thought, Here is a good fellow whose tragedy is a com-
plete misuderstanding of himself. He wants love from a woman who does not
understand him, And he himself does not face squarely the issues. What is
the most important to him? In the meantime the despair 1s like an organism
which destroys him. He begins to lose hope.

And 8o Lee went back home and to his giserable 1life, But he seemed to
be resigned to unhappiness and we have not had m;y col;:plalntl from Marina

-no black eyes and no burned cigarettes on her delicate white flesh.

In the meantime a big parte was to be given for Christmas of 1962

by Declan Ford - the geologist - and his wife Katia - the Russian refugee-
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who knew the Osvalds well but tried to steer away from them. They were
probably amnoyed by Marina‘'s stay with them, as far as Lee was concerned
they were rather indifferent to him., Being younger than most ex-Russians,
Katia was a relatively liberal person.

After we received the invitation, Jeanne called Katia and asked her
pemi.uion to bring the Osvalds who were extremely lonesome as the time.
KATIA WAS NOT TOO enthusiastic at .ieanne'o suggestion but with a little of E
arm-twisting she accepted, but asked specifically not to bring the baby
June. Or maybe the baby was just a pretext and Osvalds had no money to
hire a baby-sitter. So I got on the phone and said:"Osvalds are lonesome,
isolated, nobody sees them Except us and we are not giving a party this
year. We will not come without the Ogvalds."

"Marina will not have anyone to speak to if we invite her to another,
purely American party. At your party she will find some Russian-speaking
people. I have a solution, I shall find & baby-sitter for June.”

Fortunately Jeanne's fr;e:ﬂ, an American-Italian lady, a good Christian,
volunteered for th§ Job and stayed with June that whole night.

That Christmas eve both Marina and Lee were well dressed and looked
very elegant, Lge didn't always had to t;g A_rnt;n-desctipt individual, he had

sometimes & very pleasant appearance and could dress well,
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The self-appointed baby-sitter, Anita, liked June and took care of
her in a typical warm, Italian manner and thr Osvalds and two of us,
chatting pleasantly, to Ford's attractive house in North Dallas. It was
a clear, cold night and a slight layer of snow, unusual for Texas,
cheered all of us and gave the city a Chrismas-like appearance.

Most of the guests had already consulmed lots of drinks and they were
chattering excitedly in a dozen languages. The loveliest girl of the crowd
was a Japanese musiclan, Yaikdé, staying in Dallas for a short time with
her friends from Tokyo. She was a delicate, elegant, sophisticated girl,
restrained and dignified, a little lost in our Dallas society of nolsy,
self-assertive, aggressive females.

Marina did not look too well, she seemed to be afraid of the crowds »
she liked to opefate with men one-to-one, and appeared bashful, like a ‘
country-girl, Lee, on the other hand, blossomed and was the hit of the
party, Naturally a good conversationalist - if he wvanted to - boéh l;u
mluh and Rusgsian, he was outgoing and friendly possibly because the
people were more liberal than usual, hig bahavior was exemplary.

Serious, attentive and polite, he answered questions intelligently, if the
pexrson who asked the question was serious. He reacted well to th; surroun=

dings.
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Somebody played Russian tunes on the piano and some good voices could
be heard. Marina unfortunately was not musical and Lee was engrossed in
conversations. I stayed around him and noticed that several fomen flirted
with him and sisplayed their charms. Some were quite attrative, But Lee's
greatest conquest wag this Japanese girl Yaiki, I had mentioned before,
and whom I also found the most interesting woman of all, He noticed her
aleo and angled towards her - or possibly it was vice-versa - anyway soon
they were engrossed in a conversat;lon. Of course Lee had served in Japan
and there he had learned a lot about the country and the people. He had
told me that he met there some interesting leftist youngsters.

Maybe Yaiki had met G.I.'s like Lee before - although he certainly was
not an average G.I.; whatever it was , byt they were engvossed in each
other and I( left them alone. Marina stayed arouhd, but not being able to
understand she fretted and did not know what to do with herself. As far
as I was concerned, I was delighted. How many times I'd heart her call Lee
a bore, a fool, a bookworm, how many times she degraded his masculinity
and here the loveliest girl of all was in a trance. Now Marina became just
a jealous woman; she even forgot to smoke clgarettes and to drink wine -

bith were free and plentiful - she just watched Lee with narrow, jealous

eyes, "We should go home," she muttered to me."It's getting late. I am
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worried about June,"

"Don't worry, she is well taken care of. And we are having a good time,"
1 answered, enjoying the situation sadistically.

And lLee this time was not to be budged, It was the first time that I saw
him truly shine in the crowd, He enjoyed the evening and insisted staying
there to the end of the party.

The other Russians at the party, unknown so far to the Osvalds, like
cultured Russian Jews, were amazed by Lee's almost perfect command of the
language. Be spoke very .!ast to an elderly lady and she said:"I have lived
here in America thirty years and I cannot speak English as well as you,
young man, speak Russian,”

The party finally became boisterous and noisy. Lee and Yaiko lost
track of each other. But she found me and asked timidly:"what an Lntetaating
friend you have. What's his name?"

"Lee Harvey Osvald."

"0h, what a lovely name."

"I agree with you that Lee is an unusual and intelligent young man, but
many others, the majority, disagree with me. They don't seem to understand
him,"

"I do," said Yaiko."He had so many true things to say about Japan, He is



172

a very sensitive person and he understood my country. The New Japan is very
complex,®

"Yes, Lee is not one of those GI's who beligve that for a‘ bar oc choco-
late and a pair of stockings you can conquer & woman - and for a larger
stake - the whole country.”

"Where does he work?" She asked bashfully.

I gave her Taggart's address and the telephone number and tlought to
myself:"he! he! A real romance is in the making..."

At last something good was happening to my friend Lee, new horizons are
opening for him.

Unfortunately I cannot say whether this romance has materialized, as I
my life became hectic and I did not have much time for the Osvalds, their
conflicts and even Lee's love life. They did commnicate however and I
wouldn't have known about it had it not been for Marina who came over one
day furious and told me¥® found in Lee's.pocket this Japanese girl's
address, What a bastard, he 1s having an affair with her."

I did not say anything just smiled and thought: "good for him,™

"That Japanese bitch," she cried bitterly, " we had a fight over her -

and look at the result."

She sported a new black eye,
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"sShe provoked me to a fight," Lee told me later, showing hls scratched
face. "This time she fought like a mad cat."

The situation was normal again, they were at cach other's throat.

y3-792 0 - 79 - 12
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Rare meetincs in 1963

This last incident, due this time to Lee's romantic interlude, showed
us that it was only up to them to iron out their difficulties. We even
bezan to agree wkth that the Russian refugees were perhaps right in eli-
minating this unhappy couple from their lives.

We did not show to Lee or Marina this change of our attitude but our
meetings became rarer. When we saw each other we spoke mostly about Lee's
job, our coming departure and about June's health. Only one evening led to
dome gserious discussion. I remember Jeanne complimented Lee for his serious
attitude towards life; she was tired of people teasing her and did not en-
Joy this American passtime. My teasing annoyed her also.

"Excessive vanity 1s related to jokes and constant teasing,” she told
Lee. "People who tease are trying to be brilliant at others' expense. That
you don't do, Lee, neither to us to Marina." The teasers and constant
jokers,™ she continued, "want to show themselves superior."

Eee was grateful for the compliment. He sat on that sofa of ours and
told us something very touching."X think that I shhll be moving away from
here after your departure. When my heart 1s heavy - and it will be when you
will be gone - It will be hard for me to remain in one place."

“Dont impose new changes on Marina and the child, think of them," said
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Jeanne."1f everything works out well, we shall invite you to stay with
us in Haiti."

Then she gave the Osvalds this advice:"you seem to be still in love
with each other. Cultivate this love as you would cultivate a fire, adding
affectionate actions like little pleces of wood, Otherwise the fire will
be extinguished."

"Study, Lee," I had to add my pilece of sdvice. "Study is l:‘he best con-
solation agalnst worst adversities. Some philosopher sald that, it's not
my own idea."

"Kids," sald Jeanne. "We shall miss you, although you have‘been giving
us a lot of headaches, We shall be basking in the sun of Ualti, drinking
the beauty of our favorite island and esting sunshine and mangoes.™

"Maybe it won't be so pleasant,” saild I,®not wanting the Osvalds to
think of thelr dismal lives on Elspeth Street in Oak Cliff. "Remember
1ife in America is fun...fun,..fun... and then worry...worry...vprry..."
I quipped. "Try tvo have more fun that worry."

As a result of our admonishments Marina promised not to smoke and Lee’
saild:"I won't put out cigarettes on your arm, since you won't te smo-

king." Peace for a while in the Osvald family.
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Practical 1ssues of life took over, I had to spend all the time on
my geological work and on preparations for departure and Jeanne was design-
ing furlously for several companles at the time trying to make some
money. Our finances were almost exhausted.

But one evening with Osvalds, frought with incidents, stands out in
our memory. That evening we decided to show the 8mm. movie of our walking
trip which Lee did not see and insisted on seeing. This was sometime in
January of 1953. A scientidt working for the research department of an oil
company, Edward Glover, arranged for the projection in his house. Ad he in-
vited all his friends, acquaintances and colleages. Most scientists and
skillful technlclans dream of wilderness and free life in the open. And
so the large room was full. Our only guests were Lee and Marina. They had
found someone to babysit for themx baby June.

1 did not show this film often as this original was precious to us and
we didn't have & copy of it, Taken all outdoors, this film came out ama-
zingly well starting with our departure from the "cifilized" world and
ending a year later south of Penama canal., What we did was a little walk
from the Texas border, all on foot - and we did not cheat even once.-

This trip began in October of 1960 and we returned from Panama in a ci-
#ilized way by plane, to Jamalka first and then to Haiti where we took

a good rest,
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During this hegzira we made a couplete breakaway from all comforts,
slept excusively outside, on the ground, ate whatever the Indians had to
sell and I exthanged occasionally my knowled3je of minerals against food
supplies. We walked freely as much 2s we wanted, slowly at first, much
faster later, gulding ourselves by old mining maps and by compas. We lost
& lot of disgusting fat in a hurry and after three months became lean and
bronzed like savdzes, able to run up a high mountain without breathing
hard.

The £4{lm, taken perlodically, showed this amazing change in us, from
slobs to hejtuy individuals, the rest consisted of beautiful scenery, of
Indlans we met, of our wonderful Manchester Wero and of our unpredictable
uule- Condessa.

de stopped in a rach south of Panama canal and left our mule there, to
be retired from hard work. I hope she ended her life peacefully,

Quite »f a few of Glover's friends from Dallas and New York, mostly
your carger people, althouzh conservatively inclined, were interested
in meeting Lee Harvey Osvald, Some were more interested in him than in
our movie. And they got their mcney's worth, After the show.dng they asked
Lee some pointed questions and he answered them aggressively and sharply

without hiding, and even exaggerating, his feelings. Lee wanted to show
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these well dressed, prosperous youngzsters that he was different radically
from them. I wanted to stop him but he went on nevertheless talking of
bis sympathies ofr revolutionary movements all over the world, of his rew
spect for Fidel Castro and for Che Guevara. This made him hardlj} popuh‘r
with this group, composed mainly of big oil companies' employees, drea-
ming not of revolutions but of advancement of their respectlve careers.

And there is jmxiiy nobody more conservative and even race conscious
than an oil company employee or executive. Lee knew that."I bet you" he
said sharply, "that your companies do not employ any Blacks ox Mexicans
in any positions, not executive but avérage position..."

Nobody answered Lee's challenge,

"Naturally abroad you act differently, you use natives of all colours
that American oil companies are soocoo liberal.”

Incidentally, now the situation changed somewhat, possibly because of
Pregident Kénnedy'n agsassination which put in gharp prospective racial
discrimination in this country.

But there was an exception in this conservative group - a tall, dark-
haired, attractive woman ih her late twenties. Sje took a vivid interest
in Marina and did not take offence to Lee's utterances. She asked me if
Marina spoke any English, I sald -"no?

"Jould you introduce me to her?My name is Ruth Payne."
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1 did. Ard to my preat surprise Ruth bejan to speak in fluent Russian
to equally flabbergqsted Marina.

Mrs. Ruth Payne, an eccentric American, came from a wealthy Phildelphia
queker family and went to some Eastern college where she took Russian
studies very seriously. She was one of those gifted people who learn a diffi
cult language well and are infatuated by the Russian culture, Mrs. Payne
was prébably bored in the suburban Irving atmosphere and wasnted to practice
Russian; he¢ husband being a research engineer for Bell Helicopter, she
had ener3y and time on her hands. She saw 2 native-Russian who did not speal
any English - Marina was a real find for her. Some people accused her later
of an infatuation of a different type, but I did not notice it. Anyway
she was more interested in Marina than i{n Lee who in the meantime conti-
rued his furious 2and extravagant discussions with our conservitive friends.

Thus began a friendship between these tvo women, a friendship which
lasted till the days of assassination. Ruth Payne has done more for Ma-
rina and June than any other person, yet, for some reason Marina refused
to cee her after Lee's desath.

All 1in all the showing of our picture was & success, beautiful scenery,
waterfalls, volcanoes in eruption, outcrops of brilliantly hued deposits

showed up well - and scientists, beiny adventurers at heart, loved wild-
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derness. Marika could not care less, she was not an outdoor woman, but
beinz polite, she did not express her dislike and kept on chattini ami-
cably with Ruth Payne.

Lee, on the other hand, commented lateg excitedly how much he liked the
film and that he envied us for havinz lived for a year close to nature,
an ascetic 1ife of complete freedom, "You havé walked almost 4,000 miles
to get away from pe;)ple, comfots, stupld gadgets and conventions. It
would be my dream also. I envy you. I have never been completely free.®

"Yes it was a jreat privilege," I told Lee, "but it was tough, believe
me. We wore out twanty two pairs of shoes and guaraches each.”

The subject of our film fllled most of our last conversations with
Lee. I advised him to try the same, we spent quite a lot of monay on our
trip but some American lunatic who pretendad that he was a saint had
done part of our itinerary by himsddf, without spending a cent, people
fed and clothed him out of charity.

"1 would never do anything without daying for food and lodgingz," said
Lee."And M rina 1s not an outdoor woman like your wife."

Some newspapermen and writers attribute to me ghe part of 3vengall, of
sinister, evil adviser to Lee. Nothing could be farther from the truth.

He was a strong and stubborn man, a hundred-per-cent Amerlcan, wjo had mnade
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a decision early in life, in his childhood as a matter of fact, that the
American way ofv life meang unabridged capitalism, crooked politics,
violence, racism, purshit of luxuries rather than ideals, living up to
Jonesesetc.. And that conviction motivated his escape to Russia. Nothing
could have persuaded him to the contrary.

Lee's views on Latin America were determined long before we met. On
the basis of our trip I began to look at things somewhat like Lee always
did. Previously I lived in several Latin American countries, where the
social injustices were obvious, but then I was looking at life as an eager
petroleum geolozist, not as & soclologist.

This time our primitive trip put us close to simplest people, we lived
with them and understood the problems of the poor. And it was exactly what
had happened to Lee in Japan - hence his immediate close relationship
with Yaiko who was a sensitive and perceptive woman,

Lee told me that the same phenomena of awakening to the fate of the
poor occurred to Che Guevara when he carried his assignement as a doctor
in Central America, in places we visited ourselves. The desperate plight
of the poor could not be denied by anyone with open eyes and a ll'l:cl.e bit
of feelings for a fellow-man.

Che Guevara understood the situation well," saild Lee, ®although his stay
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in Cenral America took place years before your trip. But still you saw
disxnal poverty in parts of Mexico, in Guatemala, San Salvador, Nicaragua
and Panama, didn't you?"

"Yes we did, But in Costa Riza we found a somevhat different aituacton.
Why?®

Ae knew the answer but asked Lee anyway.

"Simply becAllse," he said, " that this country has never been occupled
and corrupted by us, Americans.”

Right he was. The ignorant "high-school dropout™ knew the history of
different United Svt:ates interventions in Latin America.

And so Costa Rica is Switzerland of Latin Almetlca, with a true democra-
tic government, limited police force, no army or air force. You can talk
éhete freely and wmeet the president in the barberghop in Sen Jose. you
can also find refuge there Lf you stieal millions in USA, V

* A1l these problems are clear and open now but theu were not in 1963,

We discussed with Lee the dismal poverty of overcrowded El Salvador, '
where the wealth of the whole country belongs to 23 families, latifundis-
tas since the Spanish conquest. It's still true to-day.

And then the tragh-cémica[ history of :uoa_ragua. Somoza famlly owms most

of Nicaragua and ttde regime was imposed by the wife of an American am-
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bassador durin; the occupation by the Marines. An elderly Nicaraguan geolo-
21st told us the story of a handsome and husky telephone lineman, who se-
duced the lonesoms wife of the Yankee Ambassador -the n2zmex was mentioned
but I forzot it - and his subsequent appointment as chief of police, which
was equivalent to a dictator for life. Mis and children's,

Thésew discussions with Lee tokk place 13 years ago. To-day the fre-
quent support of the United States of oligarchs, crooked cenerals and ruth-
less dictators is discussed openly in the Congress, Senate and in the
United Nations. But in 1963 guch conversations might have been considered
subversive, Yow, after Vietnam and Watergzate we all see a little clearer
and talk more freely.

"Lee, how do you understand the Latir American situation so well?"

"I am from Yew Orlesns, as # Nid I met a lot of refusees from all these
banans republics, no better source of information."

In this way both Lee and I were non-conformist, even revolutionaries.
Rut my long years of experience in Latin America, followed by my son's
death and the ensulng ssddness, me-de me comnis‘erate. with the fate of the
poor and of the starvtpg. A younger men, I was career and money vmd s &
hustler... Rut Lee was the same since his childhood, which made him such

a2 beautiful snd worthwhile person to ne.
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I liad been in the Social Register, played with the jet-set, knew
innumerable rich people, including the Bouvier family, father and wother,
and Jacqueline and Lee when they were young agirls - all this foolish ac-
tibity makes me to-day disgusted with myself. low all this opportunis-
vaste of time is meaninzless but Jeamme, my wife, and Lee had always been
on the side of the underprivileged and ghe had lived in China and saw
new-born babies throwa in the garbage because parents were too poor to
fced them. To Lee, commiseration for the dejected came naturally. Poox as
his fanlly was in New Orleans, he never really experienced hunger. By his
inner rature be belonged to the soclally motivated people.

In our last meetings Lee often expressec his concern about this countxy
-past and present. Its origins - according to him - by the hypocritical
pillzrims, through Indian gemocide, invasion of the continent by the graedy
and hungry European massss, who, meetin; racist attitudes of the inglos,
becane evenvmote racist themselves. Before busing confusion zrose ir this
country, Lee was keenly a;.aa.re of the racist cancer eating America's
healthy tissues. "All jeople are sob's" he often sald,"but the strongest
ard wore feroclous zlways wig, physlcaily but not borally."

Jeanne ofce;x participated in our discus;i.ans. Let me explain her

background a little ané to clarify why she got alorg so well with Lee,

0
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Social attitudes sre unpredictable and do not depend on your parents or on
your environment. jeamme's family in China was well to do, her fa.ther
built a roalroad, she lived a luxurious childhood, but she preferred from
early days to yive than to receive, She remembered the Chinese as humble
and kind people, dismally poor, who hated to fignt and rather insulted each
other and stamped their feet. Even in huge families, violence was sledom
seen., These subjects were interesting to Lee who discussed them with my
wife, She told him of the formation of the puppet state of Manchukuo, of
the Japanese invasion and of the ensuing cruelties, of her flight from

the Japanese to the United States.

Lee compared her experiences wkki of the old militaristic Japan with the
present Japanese wovement, which he knew so well. And so both of them got
along fabulously well, instructing eacn other on the Far-Eastern situation
thirty years ago ond now.

Since Marina never participated in these discussions, we would talk
with Jeanne of this curious couple after their departures from our home.

“The opposites attract," was Jeanne's opinion.

“I tohink ic's sex,” was my opinion," but what type of sex I don't know.”

But tiiere must have been a strong emotional bond bgtween those two.

They always came to euci otiier, except just before the assassination Lee
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beg:ed YMarina to come ard live with bim, te had a job with the Book Depo-
sitory, everything seemed fine. Ard YMarina refused because¢ Lee could rot
buy a washing machine to which she had had access in Mrs. Payne's house.
Prom this incident czme the theory attributed to me bty some publication
(Escuire, T think)-"A washing machine theory of Xennedy's assassinatlon".
Supposedly I comparcd Marina to a typical Texas woaan who would not 20
back te her husband because he could not afford a new Cadillac. But in
poor Marina's case it was a washing machine...

The comparison is not bad but I di1d not enunciate it since for me Lee
15 tnmocent of Kennedy's sssassination. I cannot prove it but the later
events, whtch will be discussed, tend to prove Lee's innocence.

1 414 not know Lee to te a danjerous man, a wan who would kill like a
meriac withsut ony reason - with reason ary man le a potentlal killer -
and we proved that ke was rather &n admirer of Kennedy's. Lee's conictions,
when we knew him, were fairly liberal, equalitarian, not even comzunist
but rather socialist, He seemed to have abandoned his esrly, rather vague,
Marxist believes. Ve did not try to influence me in any way nor did I try
to exert any influcnce on him, "That's vhy it's so easy to be with you,*
said Lee cne dey, “everyore tries to influence me one way or another, in

the Soviet Union, in Japan, here, and you leave me etrictly alonas.*®
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Cur film rceurzed Zrequently in our conversatlons and even i"arina
participeted in theass discussions. "ilow could you have done such a thing
|
at your 2ze?" she asked Jeanne. "And to look so trim, stronz and beautiful?
"Zffort and congtant exerclse. Control over your body," would lecture
Jeanne. But tc nc ovail, Neither was I successful to convince Lee to be
spoxtiexr. "Get your troubles, your sadnesses, your giger out of your sys-

tems through hard physieal excrelse,” I advised thew both. "It worked so

well in our case. Unfortunately neither of them would follow our advice.
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Lee 21d Admiral Chastor Routon,

Thers wag a hiztus In our meetir; with the Osiralds as I had to £ly to
Haitl to cign a contract there and then spent some time in llew York pre-
paring for the survey. Jeanne during that time did not see the Osvalds, she
was finishing her desiening assignements znd was packing. We would take a
minirum of things to Vaiti, leaving our furnilture and heavy items in a wa-
rehouse in Dallas.

Then I cam back from New York and asked Jeanne to invite the Csvalds.
They arrived immediately and brought baby June ezlonj, I remember this was
a beautiful, spring day, wafm enough to swlm, And so Jeanne called Frannie,
the vife of Admiznl Chester Bruton, hoth sood frignds of ours ead iinci.éen-
tally long-tire eremles of Rlchiard Rixon, whom they knew froa his Califor-
nia days when he nede his career rulning good citizens' reputations.

Adniral Rruton was a submarine hero of World Yor Il and I ‘do not recall
whether he had €our of five naval crosses. le rsver talked about thew and
a most humble and charming person,

Franmdle Bruton, an ex-cchoolteacher, a painter, an admirable woman in
many respects had invited us that same day to a swimaing party. Jeamne
asked her if wg could bring 2 couple of friends along RHINFXHand we mentio-

ned the rname of Osvalds,
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Although we had spoken to her about this unusual couple, Fraunie was
not sure who they were but askcd us to bring tiem along anyway.

Anc 8o we arcived to Bruton's lovely place witi a luge swimuing pool
and Frannie was cdelighted to see us. Wien I reminded her that Lee was
an ex-marine, she went to get cthe aduiral who was a congenial aun and
liked to meet the enlisted men.

In the meantimeiiarina sat by the swimaing pool with the baby. She
either did not kndww how to swim or disliked siowing her figure which
was not too hot. Jeanne gave her a conservative bathing suit but she re-
fused to use it. Lee gat quletly, iwwecrsed in his thoughts. That was fre-
quent with him whea he was in new surroundings. Befoze diving in, I told
,hhﬁ Jokingly:"Lee, isn't that funny that you get punished for your actions
-walch are only an appearance - but; you don't gzet pualshed for your
thoughts, which are tae real thing.®

Wiile he was porndering over that, 1 continued:"chis is a nice place,
weKes you tank of oppressed worxexs etc... but you siwuld sea the places
of the realk moguls of finance. Inis is & pooxr admlzal's xetlcement home."

Fraunie and Jeanne were talging in tie meantime with great aniwation

about China. Frannie, a world-traveled woman; of moat varied interests,

43-792 0 - 79 - 13
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Bnew China where she spent several years with her husband. Sie loved the
country and the people - 50 she and Jearme it it off fabulously well,

1 went l?ack to Lee and told them quietly, so that the ladies could not
hear. "Does the wife of the Admiral strike you as &n aristocratic, rich
woman "

He just nodded agreement.

*Do you know that she is the daughter of & tenant-frauer widow's f.rom
Oklahoma, In her childhood the ml.:het wes 80 poor that she took wasning
in. Frannie walked to school four or five miles. she could't affofd to

margins,
buy paper and used the minuy of old newspapers to write on or to do ner
arithmetic. And the Admiral was also a poor farm-boy from Arkansas. ue
got his education in the Navy and is both a lawyer and en electronics en-
gineer."
+wished

1 do not know why I wanted to talk so much, but this time [ tunm
to convince Lee r,"nac all is not bad in this world and that comforts obtaln‘
ed honestly are not to be despised. But Lee did not say angpning.

At that tiue came the Admiral Cnestex bruton, not tall, broad of

siwulders, a typical submariner. "Wnen I was in a sucaarine in tne Pacific

he used to joke goodnaturedly.“l couldn't turn arourd in the tower be-
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cause I waa constantly excited thinking of all those women on the main-
land. So I had to forge ahead, and that's how I got my Navy crosses,"

We used to call him Henri, in the French manner, because he loved to

» speak French to‘ us and so did Frannie. Both spoke French very well and
‘were well read. Later they went to live in France,

But this day he 3reet;d everybody and began talking disgustedly of
his new job with Collins Radlo, actually an important position he took
after his early retirement from the Navy. He did not like the commercial

: )
aspects of his work."I should have stayed in the Navy a bit lomnger,® he
said irritably, "I am not wmade to be a salesman."

‘Then he began talking warmy to Lee, asking him about his duties in
the Marine Corps - but my friend remained cool and aloof - although Henri
was kind and continued chatfing amicably.

“That Marine Corps was the most miserable period inm my l;.fe,” he said
disgustedly. "Stupid work, ignorant companions, abusive officers, Boy, wgs
{ happy to have gobten out of it. To hell with the Navy,"

Here I saw for the first time his profound dislike for the' military and
especially for the brass, The term "admiral" irritated him.

"He 1is ‘somewhat of a rebel and a little bit a Marxist," I told the
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admiral, trying to smooth over the disagreegble incident.

I never saw Henri mad, but he was this time and I knew that he could
hardly restrain himself from telling Lee to stand at attention first
and then to order him out of the house. Instead he just walked away.

Lee did not continue being insulténg and spoke politely with Frannie
about his stay in Japan., "You lived in the compounds there, being officers
wives, and d1d not have the chance to meet the real people in Japan, like
I did."

"I wish I could have," answered Frannie diplomatically.

Marina was.che personification of charm that afternoon. We had to tran-
slate what she sald, of course. But she loved the arrangement of the house,
as we took her around; the luxury freally quite relative) of the furni-
shings, Franke's paintings (she was an excellent amateur painter) - the
whole thing. And the surroundings were an incredible contrast to the
gloomy apartment of Eisbeth Street. And so she smiled politely and even
flirted with the Admiral.

Excellent snacks were served later by our hosts, not a real dinner,
and nothing out of ardinary happened any more. Henri was a good host and
restrained himself while Lee, finally relaxed, told some funny, if sliphtly

derogatory, about his Marine Corps life.
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"We had a sargeant in the Marines who was as racist as any German
SS trooper,” he bagan telling us. “But then his sex habita...;'

"Please,Lee," I stopped him,

"I could sing you the Marine anthem but, fortunately, I né;'et learned
tt,"‘ Lee tried to be funny again.

I cannot say that this evening was a great success. But we left quite
late, still amicably, because most of the conversation at the end of the
evening was carried on in French between four of us.

Four years later was saw thé Brutons again in Washington D.C. They
moved to Aflington permanently and we spent a couple of days in their
house, Naturally the subject of the assassination came up and the Brutons
were absolutely flabbergasted. They did not assoclate the rude young
ex-marine with the "presumable® a ssassin of President Kennedy. They pro-
bably did not catch ke Osvalds' hames when they had met them and then
they had traveled extensively in the meantime.

Frannie became quite excited that she had entertained "that horrible
individual." Henri, being an adventurous man, was rather amused than ap-
palled by this fortditous acquaintanceship. "Well) he said jokingly,

"we met Nixon and we also met Lee Harvey Osvald..."
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Neither of the Brutons were ever approached by the FBI agents and
had never been agked to testify at the Warren Committee, nobddy seems to
" have lmown-o,t.;hh strange meeting. It scems to me that I jad mentioned
it to Albert Jenner, of the Warren Committee, but possibly he did not
take me seriously and then it may be that the Committe would not bother
an American admiral. The “so c;lled fox;elgneru" were to bear the brunt

of the luipi.cionl and innuendoes.
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Easter of 1963
In April 1963 we were at last ready tom leave to New York first
and then to Halti, I could begin to work on my long-awaited contract,
which was officially finalized, signed by the President Francols Puvnller
and published in the Haitian Congressional Record. All our light belong-
ings were packed , furniture ready to be sent to the warehouse.

During the commotion before departure we saw little of Osvalds and we
knew that they were living practically like hermits, nobody visited or
hwtt’ed them, except maybe the Paynes. On April thirteenth, if I remem-
ber correctly, we sat exhausted in the evening. "This is a big holiday,"
said Jeanne, And the Os\’raldo are alone. Even Marina 1s abandoned by the
conservative refugees tu. she had gone back to her "Marxist" husband,”

1 agreed with Jeanx-le and commigerated with Marina. Being left alone
was a penalty for her because she preferred Lee notwithssanding all the
fights and the beatings.

Jeanne had previously bought a huge toy rabbit, practically June's
" slze - & :fqufy thing for the poor child. Osval.d'; new apartment wag on
Neely Street, a few blocks away from the old place on Elsbeth Street,
This was our first visit to their new abode which was infinitely better

than the previous one. They had the second floor hefe. all to themselves.
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Huge trees shaded the structure and in the back yard the climbing roses
hung up on the trelisses. The house itself was mf white frame of the usual
type of southern structure.

We rang the bell; The lights were off as it was obviously late for
our sedentary friends. Although it was about 10 P.M. we had to keep rin-
ging a long time. Finally the front window opened ,"Who is thexre?" Asked
Lee's familliar voice.

"Jeanne and George, open up, we have something for June," I answered
cheexrfully, Lee came down, opened th; front doorand then led us up a dark
stalrcase.

Now Hari.nla was up also and the apartment was lit up., It was clean and
spaceous but alhost void of furniture. "Isn't this a nice place?" Confi-
ded Marina in Russian. "So much better than the old hole-in-the-wall,"

We agreed and congratulated them on finding such a good place.

She was cheerful and Lee was smiling also, which hadn't often fappened
of late. He was happy that they were left alone by the emigrés and even
by the rare Americans they knew. Lee's feelings for the emigte’a could be
compared to those of pro-Castro Cubans towards all ‘:he refugees croud!.ng

the streets of Miami,
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Lee appeared satisfied with his job and proud of being able to provide
a better place for his family. This was the first time we did not see
any conflict between him and his wife, Of course, whit follows yi.ll. prove
that all was not honey in the Osvald family.
Marina served soft drinks and began discussing some domestic affairs
with Jeanne. Lee and I walke& to the balcony and begzan to chat. He was
- very curlous about my project in Haiti but so far neither one of us were
sure it would materialize. Now it was "a fait accompli® . Lee envied my
profession and a chance I would have to help an undeveloped country and
the poor people there. Incidentally he knew Haiti from his readings - he

was aware the oldest indepddent

\ Black Republic in the world. He had lear-

)
ned that Raitl had helped United States during the War of Independence,
a fact notx known to many Americans of his age and background; He also
had heaxrd about United States' intervention in Haiti after World War I
-actually at the end of the wa;' - and of the long American occupation of
 that country. He even learned which part of the Espagnola Island the
Republic of Haiti occupled and her size.

"You are very lucky going there, it will be an exciting experience,"

he said. And this opinion was valuable and encouraging to me because most
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Rabxarexypxtin of my friends and acquaintances had a very dim view

of my whole projectand thouzht it would be danzerous and a waste of

time. It turned out to be one of the most useful and pleasant experiences
of our lives. But most of these advisers knew little about Hai.t:Al - and

I mean well educated, prominent people. To them it was an insane, tro-
pical, Black Republic - rather a ferocious dictatorship. Some had pre-
dicted the worst disasters 1f we lived there.

Then we talked pleasently of hh‘ Job, of June who was growing nicely
and we also spﬁke of the unfortunate rise of ultra-conservatism in this V
country, of racist movement in the South. Lee considered this the most
dangerous phenomenon for all peace-loving people. "Economic discrimina-

tion is bad, but you can remedi it," he sald, "but racial discrimination

cannot be remedied b you t change the color of your skin.™.
Of course, he greatly admired Dr. Nartin Luther King and agreed with his
frogum. I just mention ku here, but he frequently talked of Dr. King
with a real reverence.

In th.e meantime Marina was showing Jeanne her bedroom, kitchen and
the living-room. There she opened a large close@, nexto to the balcon}.

and began showing Jeanne her wardrobe, which was considerable. On
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the bottom of the closet was rifle standingcompletely openly.

"Look! Look!" Called Jeanne excitedly. "There is a rifle there."

We came in and I looked curiously. Indeed there was a military rifle
there of a type unknown to me, something dgNgling Ln’ front,

"What 18 that thing dangling?" Agked Jeanne.

"A telescoplc \;:’g‘::." I answered,

Jeanne never saw a telescopic sight before and probably did no under-
stand what it was. But 1 did, I had graduated from a military school.

"Why do you have this rifle here?" Jeanne asked Lee,

"Lee baught it," answered Marina instead,"devil knows why. We nned
all the money we havé for food and lodging and he buys thos damn rifle.”

"Rut what does he do with a military fifle?" Asked Jeanne again,

"He likes shooting at the leaves."

"But when does he have time to shoot at the leaves and the place?”
Agked Jeanne curiously.

"He shoots at the leaves in the park, whenever we go there."

This did not mgke much sense to us, but Itking target shooting our-

selves we did not consider this a crazy occupation.

All this time Lee stood next to me curiously silent.
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"Did you take a pot shot at General Walker, Lee?" I popped a question
spontaneously. And then a guffawed. "Ha! Hal" Thinkis thid a pretty good
joke.

Lee's reaction was strange. I often tried to reconstruct it. He did not

say anything. He just stood there motionless. ,

It was naturally a very foolish joke because there was an attempt a few

days before at General Edwin Wglker, a rather notorious character who was

asked to resign his post in Germany by General Eigenh s LfE I X b
correctly. Anyway We was an dltra-rightist who had tried to run for gover-
nor of Texas. And he got surprising number of votes, so@ 200,000 on & po-
litical platform somewhat to the right of Hitler's.

This joke just popped out because General Walker lived fairly close to
us‘. on Turtle Creek. Everyéne knew his house with a huge American flag in
front, sometimes replaced by a Confederate flag - and much later by South
Vlemams; and Rodesian flags.

As I said, lee's facial expfeulon remained calm, He became just a little
vpalet. Stwen This was the last time I saw him and yet I cannot say with
preciuton‘whac his reaction was. I think he mumbled something unintelligi-
bly and I did not ask. For sure he was embarassed, possibly gtunned. And

Marina was definitely shocked,
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Neither Jeanne nor I laughed much at my Walker joke, And certainly
not Marina nor Lee, Only later we realized how stunning and 1lnexpected
this joke was to them. It hit the nail on the head,

Marina testified at Warren Committee that I KNEW that Lee shot at
General Walker and sha algo testified under oeth that Lee did shoot at
General Walker and had missed him narrowly.

I do not blame Ganeral Walker, we called him jokingly Genral Foker,

whom I never had the pleasure of Meeting for calling me a dangerous
radical. ¥ stupidly laughed at a bullet which msxxmwiyx might have killed
him...

This joke cost me a lot of money by hurting badly many of my business
contacts.

Marina testifled also that Lee indeed considered General Walker a
fascist and tried to kill as the most dangerous man for this coumtry.
Marina's testimonies turned out to be constradictory and vague but there
is another think which makes me believe that Lee possibly tried to shoot

V General Walker. A man, whose name I do not recall, a Jewish man, whom‘
Lee met at the Ford's Christmas party, described General Walker as the

most dangerous man in the United States, a potential neo-fascilst leader.
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I noticed that Lee kept on agking why. And the other fellow explained
clearly his reasons. Lee might have been influenced by this statement.
Another possible Teason is the inscription on Lee's photogr.aph, which
we received posthumously and Marina's inscription on it. I shall talk
about it later.
This innucuous remak of mine influenced our lives, but we heard later

from Alfbedt Jenner, counsel of the Warren Committee, that Marina's tes-

timony was even more damaging to me. She supposedly r bered my saying:
V"Lee, why did you miss him?"

That I naturally did not say and Marina w as so vague in her recollec- '
tions that even the Warren Committee did not take her seriously.

Actually 1 think Marl;xa believed that I knew somelow of Lee's shooting
at General Walker and that's why she was 8o afraid that evening that I
might tell the police or FBI about it. Le‘e, on the other hand, never
considered me capable of treason and then he KNEW of course that I was
completely unaware of his attempt.

Lee was a little scared of my extra-sensory perception - which I still

have with my students - Had I known anything about it, I would have per-

suaded him not to try any such crazy foolishness.
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Lee often commented with amagement that I could guess his thoughts.
And I do believe in exlstenée of ESP, especially among people attuned
to each other. It happens to me constantly that 1 guésa who 1is on the
line when the phone rings. I know when somebody close to me writes me
a letter or wants to get in touch with me. It even happened that I
thought suddenly of a well-known person - but barely known to me -turn
on ;he TV and ther; he would be,

This happened I remember with éaptain Rickenbaker whom I knew slight-
ly but admired a great deal. We were sitting in a living-room with
friends in New Orleans and I said suddenly:"turn on the radio, Captain
Rickenbaker is going to speak"™. And he did.

Anyway this evening of Easter of 1963 ended in an amicable m;nner.

We walked in the small f£arden and Marina gathered a gorgeous bouquet of
yellow roses and gave it to Jeanne in appreciation of the rabbit she had
‘rought'for the child. The Ogvalds were also happy that I did not mention
any more the rifle or the Walker joke, instead of making an issue out

of it.

It was our last meeting ;nd a friendly one. We said that June looked
less now than Chrushcheff, she was growing up. She did not have such a

bald head, her eyes got bigger and she was less chunky.
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Lee himself mentioned it, caressing the child:"look, she is much
better-looking now than our great Russian leader."

"1 hope she keeps his amusing and friendly personality.;' sadd Jeanne,

He is gone now, God bless his Bible-quoting goul and his earthy per-
sonality. Hig sud&en bursts of anger and beating of the table with his
shoe, are all gone and belong to history. Millions of Russians miss him,

After this Easter visit things began to move so fast for ug that we

could not sea the Osvalds and we did not even talk to them on the phone.
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Our move to Haitl,

Our move to Haitl ended our personal contacts with the Osvalds.
But other contacts were not interrupted, including the sttanges; one,
the posthumous, which I will describe later. Soon after arrival in Port-
au-Prince, capital of Haitl, we recelved a post-card from Lee, giving
us his new address in New Orlea/ns. At our last meeting for Easter
neither of Osvalds mentioned that they intepded to leave Dallas. So, this
was surprise for us. Obviously they moved from Dallas at about the same
time we did, but we, we do not know. Maybe they were Just lonesome.
Maybe Lee wanted to remove himself and his family from General Walker's
nelghbourhood?

And so Lee gave us this, now famuous, addfess on Magazine Street in
New Orleans, Louisiana, the town where he spent most of his youth.
Incidentally it was written &n English. The card got lost somehow and
Jeanne failed to put the exact address in her book. S0 she still has
under Lee Harvey Osvald's address - 214 Neely Street, tel. RI. 15501.
and the business address of his reproduction company. We did mean to
send them a Christmas gift but the tragic events of November 1963

odcurred in the meantime.
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Any time we look at this address-book we think off Lee and wish he
were alive, not only because we liked him so wmuch, but also because he
could h ave proved his innocence, or, if he were involved, to tell the
whole truth about the conspiracy. He always had enough integrity to ’
tell us all the truth, even if he had done anything wrong. Remember, he
did not deny - or accept - his guilt in shooting at General Walker.

What I had.to sep here, and it bothered me for a long time that I did
not do it before, relates to the type of person Lee Harvey Osvald was,
the reader will hav'e to form his opinion of his guilt, or lack of it.
Several new elements will be brought in here, which, in our opinion, are
favorable to Lee, Both my wife and I still miss him and are deeply sorry
that he met such an untimely death at the hand of such a repulsive in-
dividual.

And so we led a delightful existence in Halti in our beautiful house
overlooking the Bay of Port-au-Prince, doing usefl workiwith my inter-
national group of geologists: one Italian, one Swiss and one American;
as well as the Haitian helpers. Incidentally, I may have gotten this
gssignement because there were no Haitian geologists in the whole country

at the time. There may have been some in exile.
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But after November 22, 1963 the situation changed for us. Information
trickled from t;'ne Embassy personnel, and through the Mlami papers that
. 1 had been Lee Harvey Osvald's "best friend", that both Jeanne and I
"befriended” the assassin of the President of the United States. Of
course, we ourselves did tell the political officer at ou;c Zubassy that
indeed we knew Lee and Marina and that we were ready to hei.p in an.y
investi.gauor‘:, we also wrote to our friends al‘aout it - all our letters
were incidentally intercepted by FBI - and finally I wrote a letter of
condolences to. Jacqueline Kennedy's mother, whom I had known better than
her illustrious da\;ghte:. Mrs. Hugh Auchincloss of Washington D0.C., ex
Mrs. Jack Bouvier of New York and Southhampton, was a dear friends of
my in-laws and mine.

In this letter I expressed me grief over ché death of a great Presi-
dent and a wonderful man. Being influenced by the barrage of one alded
prppaganda in the Hewspapers, on radio and TV, I added to this le:ce;:
"I am deeply sorry I have ever met Lee Harvey Osvald and had b;friended
him."

Living abroad and not having any inside information 'on the case we

were "brainwashed" by the media which emphasized and explained constan-
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tly that indeed Lee was unquestionably the lone and only assassin.
Without any factd and Lee dead, everyone in Haiti considered him the
assassin., Even cynical and well informed European diplomats ¢m Haici
were of the same opinion. But they béga.n to grumble asking themselves
the same question:"where is the motif?"

Now something unusual happened. A gray-suited, bulky, Miami suntanned,
with false teeths and an artificlal smile, Mr. W. James Wood, an Agent of
FBI arrived in Port-au-Prénce for the sole purpose to maKe me deny a
gtatement I had made to my friends and to the political officer at the
Embassy. What was this disturbing statement? I had contacted a government
man in Dallas, the only one I knew personally, probably a CIA agent,
or possible an agent of FBL, g very nice fellow by the name of J. Walton
Moore. Looks like it's a speclalty of these government agents to have
a capital letter instead of the first name., Purely Anglo@Saxon, yoﬁ

know... Anyway Mr. J. Walton Moore had interviewed wme upon my return .

,

from a government mission to Yugoslavia and we got along well. He had
‘1ived in China, was born there as a matter of fact, in a misslonary

family. So I invited him and his wife to the house and he got along
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fabulously well with Jeanne. I used to see lMr, Moore occasionally for
lunch. A cosmopolitan character, most attractive. A short time after
meeting Lee Harvey Osvald, before we became friends, I was a little wor-
ried sbout his opinions and his background. &4nd so I went to see Mr. J.
Walton.Moore to his office, in the same building I used to have my own
office, Reserve Loan Life Bullding on Ervay Street, and asked him point
blank. "I met thls young ex-Marine, Lee Harvey Osvald, ls it safe to asso-
ciate with him?", And Mr. Moore's answer was:"he is OK. He 1s just a harm-
less lunatic.”

That he was harunless was good enough for me. I would decide for myself
whether Lee was a lunatic...

And that was the statement which greatly disturbed ¥. James Wood and
his superiors. And that same statement cisturbed later Albert Jenner, a
counsel of the Warren Comulttee, when I gave my tectimony. As disturbed
Jenner was and he knew that my testimony was truthful, W, James Wood
who came to see us in Haitk was more then disturbed. He tried to 'make
me deny this statement And so ve were sitting in a luxurious Embacsy room,
staring with animosity at each other, g¥d this repulslve, replete bureau-
crat dared to tell me:"you will have to change your statement,”

"What do you mean’?® I asked incredulously.

nThat false statement of yours that a government man t 1d you that
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our President's assassin was a harmless lunatic.”

"False statement} Man, you are out of pour mind{" I answered sharply.

And so the gray-suited man in no uncertain terms tlreatened me;
"unless you change your statement, life will be tough for you in the
States."

"Nutg!" Was the only answer I could make.

After meeting Mr, W. James Wood, I immediately began having doubts
of Lee's gullt, Adn while I was talking to him, the convefsation lasted
quite some time, he constantly tried to intimidate we reminding me a lot
of undesirable people I had mwet in my life &and puritanically challen-
ging me on the grounds of moral turpitude, i.e, too many women.

I told this obnoxious FBI esgent that elther FBI or CIA or any other
agency was in any way implicated in Fresideat Kennedy's assassination.

1 just took a preceutlon which scemingly backfired. But I did imply that
these government agencles were negligent.5till my statewent was of
utter importance to FBI and Mr. Wood and he kept on trying to force me
to deny 1it,

I cathegorically dmwkmt refused to deny anything and we ended this
stormy sesslon without shaking hands.

Then ay wife went tnrough the same routine. Threats and sllusions to
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her belonzing to some leftist orgzanization of scouts (lmagine - leftist
scouts!) wikch marred her background. since she did not have any mo-
ral turpitude behavior pattern, except her zuilt to have been borm in
China, she {NSWERED Mr. Wood in a quiet and icy wmanner and absolutely
refused to influence me to change wy statement.

“Tou don't seem to like PBIL," sald the gray-suited man with an arti-
ficial smile, at the end of the interview.

"I do not like your methods, They are both brutal and naive, Learn
from Scotlan Yard, they know how to conduct themselves. When they inquire
they do it with discretion not by innuendo and gossip. You do harm to
thh people you investigate and don't discover anytliing useful about
the casz,"

A friend of wmine in Dallas, an investment banker, told later the
Warren Comuittea investigators that our emotions were probably tensed
up during our interview with Mr. Wood. And he was right.

The assurance that he was harmless naturally influenced me very posi-
tively in my relationship with Lee. Adn still I kept asking him many
embarassing questions like:"how éid you get to Russia? It's expeneive
to travel so far? how did you come back so easily? His answers were

good enough to me. He did not work for any foreign government, nor for
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our government - the latter is more doubtful - 4f I though he did,

he would rot Lave been a good friend of mine. On the other hand, after
this interview, my opinion of FRI under I. Edgar licover (snother letter
instead of the first name) became very low ard this was confirmed by
recent events, destruction of Lee's letter to FBI in which he dehadded
to leave him and his wife alone.

As I mentioned before the whole Bouvier family were very close
friends of mine, I met them upon arrival in the United States. They were
very werm, friendly people. The newspapers all over the country made
a big 1ssue out of it:"a mystery man who was close to Lee Harvey Osvald
and to Jacqueline Kennedy." Some newspapers put forth some odious inasi-
nuations... My life seems to be full of such strange coincidences.

It's probzbly in the grave that I shall stop meetiby strange people and
form peculiar friendships.

Even Dr. Ftan’:ois Duvaller, president of laiti, got alarmed by all
these goings on. Incidentally, President Duvaller was no friend of
John F. Kennedy who cut down to nothing United States help to Halti.

But there was another factor: my house was located &n the sawme mountaine
ous development as President's palace, on Tonton Lyle istates, and

the implicat lon was otvious: living next to the man ' ho befriended
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a president's assasin presented a problem...

In a small country like Haiti, gobernment people know more of what was
going on in the American Embsssy than the Ambassador himself. The visit of
the FBI mann was blown completely out of proportion. Americans were gcared

of mwe and even Haitlans avoided visiting us.
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The Warren Cormittee,

Aa the atmosphere of Port-au-Prince becawme oppressive for us and my
work wes suffering from it, we were considering atandoning my survey, dis~
tendin; ay small personnel and return to the Stetes. But Preside;xt Duva-
lier found himself a solution to this situation. ile asked Dr. Herve
Boyer, Minlster of Finance - Secretary of Treasury - and a good friend
of mine who had helped me to get the Survey contract, to invite me to
his office and to have a chat with me, This was a friéndly office w hich
I visited often vhen some problems had to be solved, and the secretary
who was also Boyer's mistress, a gorgeous Muletto zirl, was no less
amicable to ne as usual.

But not so Dr. Poyer. He sald decisively: "you are in the hot water.
Everyone is talkiny sbout you end your wife. Do not sbandon your survey
but go back to the States and clear ycur name somechow. 1f you canmnot,
come back, wind up your sork and leave the country.”

It so happened that on the same day our Embessy received a letter,
gddressed'to me and my wife , from Mr. J. Lee Rankin, General Counsel of
the Warren Committee., Mr Ranikin invited us to come to Washington D.C.,xmid
Lf we wished, and to te;;tlfy . This letter also stated that if we accepted

to testify, the Warren Cosmittee would pay all our expenses to Waehington
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and back to Haiti. Of course we were most anxious to cooperate as much as
we could to solve this crimo. Dut Jeanue refused to travel without our
two dogs - llanchester térriers - and, after the exchange of wires, Mr. Ran-
kin accepted the sdditional "dog expense".

were blissfully unaware

It was unfortunate that Nero and Poppaea, our :errlersﬂ that this trip
was caused by Lee Harvey Osvald whon they liked so much. Por them thils
expedicion was a ball,

We stayad at the old Willard ilote}, not far from the Veterans' Admi-
nigtration Rullding, where the Comnitisee was located.

I was the first to testify. The man who took ay deposition was Albert
Jeaner, ,a lawyer from Chicazo, who much later became well known in connece
tion with the Jatergate case. Jenner was a well known trial lawyer and 1
have to admit that either he was much cleverer tham I ox that I was im-
pressed by the whole setting and the situation as it unfolded in Washington
at the time, Anyway Jenncr played with ue gs if I were a baby.

Also people I met there wecre rather impressive. 4llen Dulles, head of
CIA at the time, who did not interfere in the p;oceedings but was there
as a distant taveat. Judge Warren himself, a rether sympathetic, paternal

figure who had a weakness for Marina, we found later. Representativee

Geral Ford, frierdly and youthful-lookinz. The last ten years cjanged him
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considerably. And then innumerable, hustling lawyers, all of them
trying to figure out how a single man, Lee Harvey Osvald, could have
done so much damage with his old, orimitive, Italian army rifle,
Having around such a galaxy of legal and political tale nt, you don't
have to be tortured, you would impressed and intimidated to say al-
most anything about an insignificant, dead ex-Marine,

And, during my lengthy deposition, I said some unkind things xhing
about Lee which I now regret. The reader must imagine my situation,
sitting there and answering an endless flow of well prepared and insi-~
duous questions for more than two days. .. Was this an intimidation?

"Je know more about your life than you yourself, so answer all my
questions truthfully and sincerely,® Jenner began.

I should have daid,"if you know everything, why bring us all the way
from Haiti?" But I did not and began to talk. And my answers were
very nicely edited xmpmxt in the subsequent Report. "Say the whole
truth and nothing but the truth," he intoned.

Jenner was a good actor, very cold and aloof at first, he switched
to flattery and smiles vhen he felt that I was yetting tensed up and
antagonistic. "How cosmopolitan you are! How wmany important people you

know! Yes, you are greatl® said Jenner ingratiatingly. And probably this
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flattery workad well on me, ;roving to me that Albert Jenner was such
a good friend of minz. So I anzwerad all tha quaitloss to the best of
my ability, with utter sincerity, without sven as'iing to have my
lawyer presant and he, tha gazaky bastard, did not say a word that f.he
whole teatlaony would be printed and distributed all over the world,
And so my private 1ffe was shamelessly violated. During this time
J2anne and the dogzs ware languishing in the old Willard Fotel.

At the end of this long testimony Jenner sezmed convinced that I
was not involved in any way in this "already sclved" assassination.
e bgian showering ccmpliments on we and I felt like a star of a porno-
sraphic movie, Pefore leaving, I told Jeaner of the harm thils affair
was czusing me, walrnly of the sttitude of the American Ambassador.
Of the reflexlion on my work in Taiti, He inserteé therefore some nice
statements, putting ae above all suspicion. By deal! The harm was
already done. And low could I have been suspected of anything, being so
far avay from Dallas, unless President Duvalier and I used vodoo
practicesand inserted needles or shot at a doll reszembling Fresident
Keanedy. Since everyting was known, Jenner concluded my useless
testirony with the following words:"you did all zight, Keep up the

life you have teen leuading. You helped a pcor family," And he added
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as an aride "remember, sgometimes 1t is dangerous to te too generous
vith your time and halp,"

Then followed orc and e half days of testiueny for my wife and our
Manchesters. They were not "naterlal witresses® but Jeanne refuced ca-
thesorically to lecve them in the horel, If our doss could have talked,
their testimonles would have been more valuable than ours.

Ag Jeanne and T discussed our experiences as witnesses, many details
came to our rminds. For instance:"Lee Harvey Osvald must haeve asked you
a question rbout your political philosophy. ilaht did you say?" Asked
Jenner slyly.

"Live ard let live," 1 aaswered simply. Jenrer made some comments
on that bat _enerally seemed saticfiec.

I £3id to Jeanne later: "it was an wnpleassnt experience, but in
Russia we would have been sont to Sibterls for 1ife.™ She agreed.

Jesnne's opinlon rezarding ovr exjeriences were soxewhat different
frem mine. I was enxfous to lear up my name and return to Haitl.

"1 coneldered it a favor of mine to cowe and help the Committee," she
had said. "I was corpletely relaxed. The cownse)l was pleasant en? re-
served. However, instead of asking pertinent uestions, fer instance

fvhen did you ameet the Osvalds?' and "how many times you talked to him
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and Marina and about what?' Instead they asked me:'wheme were you born?
Who were your patenti?' I never suspected that my personal life would be
broadcast, although I had nothing to be ashamed of. Still it's my pro-
perty, my life, the whole report was a washup, a coverup."

Later we shall gsay whom The Warren Committee tried to cover up,
maybe unconsclously.

"I camn never forgive the cheek of asking me how many children I
had,” continued recollecting my flery wife, "how many jobs I changed,
and why, whom I had worked for, how many times I went to Europe on
buying trips, whow much I earned. I had expected to speak only of Lee
and Marina. So I have a grudge and if I could, I would try to make them
pay for the haxm and insult thet lgne to me. Where is the privacy we
are supposed to have here?" Sald Jeanne bitterly.

"And so I spoke of my wonderful parents, of my life in China, my arri-
val in USA. Poverty, hard work, success finally. But I hoped that this
would be a country free of prejudice, of racial discrimination. Financla
oppox'tuntties in USA were not the prime reasons for my coming here.

My faith, or lack of faith, all was polluted by this porno-exhibitionist
questioning. Finally we began discussing Lee in a desultory manner,"

concluded Jeanne.
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Naturally our testimonies regarding Lee and Marina coincided. We said
the same things in our own ways and we never even bothered to read our
own testimonies. Obviously everything we said coincided perfectly.

When you said truth, you don't have to remember it, >so we did not dis-
cuss further details.

"Finally," remembered Jeanne, "they made me identify the gun. Nero,
the Manchester was there, he sniffed at the gun, he could have made a
better identification than I. For me the gun seemed familiar, but whe-
ther‘it wag the same we saw in the closet, I couldn't say. It seemed to
have a telescopic sight. So I told Jenner -'ask Marina, she could iden-
tify the gun! "

We both felt that the minds of the members o.f the Warren Committee
were already made up, they were obsessed with the idea that Lee was the
sole assassin. The idea of Cuban refugees with mortal grudge against
Kennedy did not interest them, We both were intestdgated the same way.
Any time we sald anything favorable to Lee, they passed it up. And Jenner
jesultically kept asking questions which were incriminating to Lee.

An amusing detall of Jeanne's interrogation: Jenner shied away from
Nero - ghd Jeanne promised that he would not bite, that he never bt

Lee who was a good human being - to which Nero would be willing to swear.
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We discussed also what we had heard from the committee members -
most other witnesses were nervuous and contradicted themselves, probably
intimidated by the awsomeness of the proceedings and the fact that inany
were not even naturalized citiznes. And so some good people spoke very
unkindly and untruthfully of Lee just because they were frightened and
they wanted to please the Committee, They really should be forgiven.

All the favorable facts we mentioned about Leewere subsequently mig-
interpreted in the printed edition of the report or not mentioned in it
at all,

Both of us we furthermore felt that Jenner was displeased whenever
he heard some favorable facts about Lee.

Then we asked ourselves:why did Warren Committee spent all the money
bringing us back and forth, keeping us in an expensive hotel, doing all
that hellishly expensive investigation around the world about us, even
carrying our mutts to Washington and back to Haiti? Why such a waste of
the taxpayers®' money if they did not want to hear the truth?

We discovered that we both told Jenner independently:"why don't you
sned good detectives to New Orleans and to Mexico, find w;ao were Lee's

contacts at that time and what he was up to at the time of the tragedy.

It seems that a Senate Committee is going to do just that now, in the

summer of 1976.

43-792 0 - 79 - 15
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We wondered why the Committee paid so much attention to the testimonies
of people who had known Lee and Marina in Dallas, long before the assassi-
nation or others who had known him long before that? And the answer was -
Just to fill uo the pages a;\d tranquillized American populace.

Jeanne dispute with Mrs. Hugh Auchincloss, Jacqueline Kennedy's mother
in the evening when we finished our deposition. Jeanne asked her:"why don'$
you, the relatives of our beloved President, you who so wealthy, why don't
you conduct a real investigation as to who was the rat who killed him?"

"But the rat was your friend Lee Harvey Osvald," was the cold answer.

Thus the mind of not only the membefs of the Committee but of President!’
family were all made up.

Jenner kept asking me constantly - "why did Osvald like you and didn't
like anybody else?" As if there was some homosexual likk betv;een UB.eees

"I don't have the slightest idea, maybe because I liked him..."

"Maybe he liked you because you were a strong person?" Jenner asked
agaip intimating that maybe a was a "wolf" or a devil influencing him to
do evil."Maybe he identified you as an internationalist?" Intimating again
some dark connections I might have.

“Maybe," 1 answered. "I am no admirer of any particular flag.”

"You and your wife were the only ones who remained his friends? Con-
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tinued Jenner his line of inquiry.

This question was adked of both of us. And we answered both in about
the same terms:"to us they were warm, open, young people, responsive to
our hospitality,."

Albert Jenner the brought to my attention part of a letter I wrote
to Mres. Auchincloss from Haiti. He used this as my admission of Lee's
guilt, and I had ex;latned already under what circumstances thi; letter
was written. "since we lived in Dallas we had the misfortune to have met
Lee Harvey Osvald and his wife Marina. I do hope that Marina and her
children (now she has two by Lee) will not suffer too badly through life

d_tha
the stigma of the assassination will not affect her and the innocent
children."

This was my foolish letter and my speculation, not Jeanne's.

And again, after the impact of this letter read to me, Jenner very
cleverly mamboozled me into a possible motive of Lee's gullt. "The only
reason for Lee's criminal a?t.“ I continued, "would be that he mléht have
been jealous of a young, rich, attractive presidentwho had a beautiful
wife and was a world figure. Lee was just the opposite; his wife was

bitchy and he was a failure."
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Now, away from the pressures of the Committee, I consider this state-
ment of mine most unfair, It would not have made him a h.ete to have shot
a liberal and beloved president, especially beloved by the minorities,
and Marina was not such a bicgh. while Jacqueline was not so beautiful.
Especially she was not beautiful inside when she married that gangster of I
international shippin Aristotle Onassis.

If you read the Warren Report, there is another leading gquestion by

/
Jenner:"as a humanitarian person you cannot imagine anyone murdering ano-
ther person?" A childish, naive question, o f course.

"] cannot imagine doing it myself,” I answered equally supidly, but at
least I did not express opinion about Lee's guilt,

Lee, an ex-Marine, trained for organized murder, was capable of killing
but for a very strong ideologi.cal motive or in self-derence.

But a few more words about my letter to Mrs . Auchincloss, Mrs. Kenne-
dy's mother. The copies of these letters were given Warren Committee by
Allen Dulles, her close friend, as well as the coples of her letters to
me. On January 29, 1964 she wrote to me:"it seems extraordinary. that you
knew Lee Harvey Osvald and Jacqueline as a child, It ceftainly is a strange

world. And I hope, like you do, that Lee Harbey Osvald's innocent children
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will not suffer,

Very tired by our testimonies, we were invited after our ordeal to
the luxurloﬁs house of Jacqueline Kennedy's mother and her step=father,
Mr. Hugh Auchincloss. Thls luxurious home was located in Georgetown and
Auchincloss' money originated of somem association of Huygh's family wléh
John D. Rockefeller, Sr. of the oil fame. We spoke about another coinci-
dence in our lives. I flew one day from Dallas to Waahlngton and Mrs.
Hugh Auchinclos; happened to be on the same plane, She was flying from
some health-farm in Phenix, Arizona, where rich women stay on a diet, ex-
ercie and‘ put themselves in an acceptable shape again., This was the year
of presidential election and Mrs. Auchincloss, a staunch republican was
for Nixon and was sure than her son-in-law, JFK, did not have the slight-
est chance to win the elections.

I, on the other side, was sure that Kennedy would win the elections
and was going to vote democratic for the first time.

I told her that the mood of the country was for her charming son-in-
law, and she answered that I did not énderstand American poiltlcs...

Eventually, we had to talk sadly about the assassination. Allan Dulles

was there also and he asked me a few astute questions about Lee.
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One of them was, I remember, did Lee have a reason of hating President
Kennedy? However, when I answered that he was rather an admirer of the
dead President, everyone took my answer with a grain of salt. Again the
ovetwhelmﬁxg opinion was that Lee was the sole assassin.

I was still thinking of poor Lee, comparing his life with the life of
these multi-millionnaires, I tried to reason - to no avail. It seemed to
me tha; 1 was facing a conspiracy, a conspiracy o.f stubborness and si-
lence.Ftnallp" both Jeanne and Janet (Mrs. Auchincloss) got very emosional
embraced e each other and cried together, one over the loss of her son-
Ln-l.atr, another over the loss of a great president she admired so.much.

nJanet," I sald before leaving, "you\w::: Jack Kennedy's mother-in-law,
and I am a complete stranger. I would spend my own money and lots of my
ti:z;e to find out who were the real assassins or the conspirators. Don't l
you want any further investigation? You have infinite resources.”

"Jack is deat and nothing will bring him back,” replied she decisively.

"Since he was a very beloved president, I wouldn't let a stone untur-

ned to make sure that the assassin if found and punished,”" implored Jeanne

"We both have grave doubts in Lee's guilt.”

Later we discussed for a long time why a woman so close to President
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Kennedy, nor Robert Kennedy and the rest of Kennedy family, as we disco-
vered later, would be so adamant on this subject, A later chapter, cdea~
ling with Willem Oltman's strange adventure, will raise further grave
doubts in readerls mind. Would it be possible, as much as it sounds like
a sacrilege, that Lee was a "convenient" assassin to all the relatives
and friends of the late President Kennedy? Convenient not in any derogatoi
sense but Just because was a PATSY, a patsy not involved in any revenge
arising out of JFK's biggest and costliest mistake - the Bay of Pigs.

Isn't better to think, maybe subconscilously, that the assassin was a
crazy, semi-literate, ex-Marine, screwed-up, Marxist lunatic, with an un-
desirable dischargeand a poverty-stricken childhood, unsuccessful in his
pursuits both in USSR and in USA - and with a record of marriage verging
on disastrous. It's better to hold to this belief for them and for the
rest of the countzry eather than to find out that the assassination was a
devilishly clever act of revenge cause& by the Bay of Pigs disaster.,.

This would explain Lee's desperate scream:"I am a patsy!™

But we were still in the Auchincloss' luxurious mansion, about ready
to leave. "Incidentally,” sald Mrs. Auchincloss coldly,"my daughter
jacqueline never wants to see you again because you were close to her hus-

band's assassin."
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"It's her privilege," I answered.

Hugh, who was a very gilent man, asked me suddenly:"and how Marina is
fixed financlally?®

"I do not know, I just read that she received quite a lot of money from
the charitable American people - maybe eighty thousand dollars.”

"That won't last her long," he said thoughtfully and,almost without
transition,pointed out to an extraordinary chest set:"this is early Persiar
valued at sixty thousand dollars."

We said goodbyes amicably to the Auchinclosses and drove off back to
our hotel. "That son-of-the-gun Hugh has an income running into millions}
I told Jeanne thoughtfully,

"Such figures are beyond my comprehension,® sha said sadly.
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Our return to Haiti.

When we had received Rankin's letter anL:Lng' us to come to Washington
and testify at the Warren Committee, we knew that we would be of pcor help,
as we had been out of contact with Lee for over eight months prior to the
assagsination. We could not say what happened to him and Merina fter we had
left Dallas. But, naturaily, 1 was anxious to testify in order to clear my
name and to be able to work on my Survey.

But the American colony in Port-au-Prince were in an oproar when they
were told that we were going to Washington to testify. "How horrible!" said
some, "Arn't you afraid?" siad the others. Even my old friend at the Emba-
ssy, Teddy Blaque, sald:"but he was an assassin and you weee so deeply in-
volved with him. .. .

Many thought that we woul@ be put in jail and would never come back to
our lovely house in Port-au-Prince.

Fortunately the Haitlan Ambassador in Washington was :easeuredbby the
Warren Committee thAt we were decent people, the Ambassador transmitted this
message to the President Duvalier and we could r3eturn safely to Haiti,

But my contract became hopelessly harmed by the intexvening publicity and

by the peculiar attitude taken by the American Embassy towards us.
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And President Duvalier, the astute Papa Doc, knew through his informants
that our Embassy would not protect my rights any more. And the old fox
was absolutely right, the payments for my Survey began drying up ‘and in
later years 1 never received any cooperation from anyone in our Embassy or
in the State Department in trying to recover the large balance of my contr-
act still due to me.

I cannot even give a complete resume of incongruous theories and suppo-
-ltlom. which eveolved - and are still eveolving to-day- in feverish minds

ers
of various writers and tepottL/Ele result my past friendship with Lee
and the colorful excerpts from the Warren Committee depositions which werxe
leaked out.

One theory had it that Lee was txmmx operated by me via l.o:;g dtsc;nce,
from Haiti to Dallas. Impulses were transmitted very deviously because I,
a geologist and a famuous sclentist, had previously inserted a transistor
in Lee's skull (either under the skin or deeper I do not remember). A book
was published in New York describing this whole operation in detail.

Since Papa Doc disliked President Kennedy, we would sit in his office, .
surrounded by "fonoon-mcouto" - and would operate poor Lee, who wouu‘lv

blindly obey us.
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As a credit to the American reader, I may say that this book did not
have much success and I seldom meet anyone who had bothered to read it.
However another book ‘was published in Luxembourg - to avoid crimi-
nal prosecution - and it had‘an enormous success in Europe. "L'Amérique
brule” - America burns - contains over 400 pages of outrageous innuen-

does againgt the American insituations , The writer, Jeames Hepburn,
an invented nam; i3 actually a group of Europemn newpapermen who had be
assembling dirt about the United States. This collective James Hepbnun
calls both Lee Harvey Osvald and myself CIA agents., Let me translate
this nonsense which appears on page 356."Osvald was suspected, as any
other agent returning Etom.s mission un thh enemy territory of having
been 'manipulated'. He was put therefore under surveillance by CIA and
then interrogated and ‘'tested' by one of the speclallsts utilized at
the same time by Washington (CIA) and by Houston (oil men) and whose
'nom de guerre' was George S. de Mohrenschildt, and whose nickname was
‘chinaman'"®

This 'well-informed' book which still has flashes of succees ln Eurc
-pe, goes on describing yours truly:"the Ghinaman was 'presumed' to hav

been born in the Ukraind and was an expofficer in the Polish cavalry,
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He was recruited during the war by 0.S.S. (Office of Strategic Services)
and was registered in 1944 at the University of Texas where he obtained
a degree of geological engineer, speclializing in petroleum geology.

The CIA used him in iran. in Egypt, ;.n Indonesia, in Panama, in Guate-
mala, in Nicaragua, in San Salvador, in Honduras, in Nigeria, in Ghana,
in Togo, in Haiti etc. where he worked - in principle - for the Sinclair
oil Comyanyl.

George de Mohrenschildt was closely connected with petroleum circles
(and member of Dallas Petroleum Club, of the Abilene Country Club, of the
Dallas Socliety of Petroleum Geologists) and had close personal \connectiona
with the managers of the following companies: Kerr-McGee 0il Company,
Continental 0il Company, Cogwell 0‘{1 Equipment, Texas Eastern Corporation
and also with John Mecom (of Houston). He was a distinguished and cultured
man (Mr. Hepburn obviously buried me already) who was part of the Estab-
lishment and frequented the Social Reglster of New York. His wife, a White-
Russian lady, born in China, worked frequently with him.

Another of his covers was the International Cooperation Administration

(I,C.A. - sic) in Waghington."

This "book" alsg accuses Lee of working for a photographic firm in
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Dallas, a cover for CEA, which specialized in making and reproduction
of maps and confidential documents for the United States Federal Govern-
ment.

But enough of all this nonsense. However, let us remember, that all
these idiocies and distorsions were based on the Warfen Report.

If 1 were a CIA agent, I would not have been so miserably treated by
the American Embassy in Port-au-Prince, and espec;ially by the Ambassador.

It is discouragi.ng to say that the Warren Repdrt contai.ned‘mostly the
mworda which were put in our mouths" so to say. However, there were a few
good and truthful facts in this report. For instance, a friend of mine,
an investment banker in Dallag, testified that he met Lee and that he
found him intelligent =nd alert. Another young man, who had lived in

Fort Worth, also had some kind words for my friend.
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Effects on our lives,

The publication of the Warren Committee Report brought an lmmediate
and d;astic chenge in our lives in Haiti. Only the close and. true friends
unde:slteod the real reasons of our involvement with the "pregumed assassin"
of the generally beloved President Kemnedy. In this manner the phony
friends were weeded out of our lives but still too many people, in addi-
tion to the publicity caused by the Report, were contacted by the FBI
agents at various times asking imbecillic and insulting questions, im-
plying grimly the worst susplclons about us, The same thing happened
to Jeanne. A good friend recalls that an FBI agent asked for the whole
day of his precious time just to talk about us. Discussing Jeanne's backe
ground in China, the agent asked our friend:"ls she loyal to the United
States?"

Our frivend answered without hesitation:"yes, she is, in my opinion."

"Whom are you kidding..." said satcasticélly the FBI agent.

Insulting and stupid 'articles appeared in the newspapers and in the
magazines all over the world, end still do, about Jeanne and I, calling
us "mysterious assoclates of Lee Harvey Osvald.” : '*“

Just a few months ago Chicago Tribune and San Prancisco Chronicle
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published articles irplying that I had recelved a considerable amount of
money in Bahamas Bust to keep quiet about the mystery of Kennedy's apsa-
ssination. A shyster in Washington by the name of Femsterwald assured a
European newspaperman of simllar monetary operation,

1 should haye probably sues the authors of such vielous allegations,
but thls would have added additional publicity.

Even & nice and falr book by GeralD Foxd, "the Portrait of the Assa-
gsin”, in which he mentions us very favorably, hadvdisastrous effects on
cur livés:"oh! you were mentioned in that book about the assassin...”

Money was offered for interviews, which we refused to accept. Overseas
telephone service in Halti wes inadequate - very few people had private
telephones - I happened to be one of the few with the telephone in my
office, but not at home, This p&fice telephone kept buzzing for months:
some unknown volces asking me insidious questions:"what was your relation-
ship with Osvald? What did you think of him? Did you have the same con-
victions as he did? Did he kill Kennedy? Why are you hiding in Haiti?"

Some man cglled me from Hong-Kong just to ask me a single question:
"who are you?"

And this was so false, because I had been working on my contract
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r?}g%:%;fore we met the Osvalds and we arrived in this island néne
months before all hell broke lose in Dallas - and we were living there
without interruption all during this time, ‘

And so ngter a few particulerly insisting reporters kept on calliég
me, and spending their eveil money, I would hang-up.

But the worst was the attitude of the Ambassador Tilmmons, the
charge d'affaires Curtis and all the other sycophants. But more on that
subject later.

Then came an offer for us to appear on a televized intexview for
the NBC's The warren Report. 'l'l';e reporter's name was Georgze HcM.Llla.n
and he asked 1f.he could come all the way to Haiti to visit us. ie
sounded like an intelligent man and was provided with a good recommendat!
ion by a mutual friend. I did not commit myself to a televised interview
but to!‘.d McMillan that hew was welcome to visit us in Hgicl.

A gruesom incident took place the day of his arrival at the old Port-
au-Prince airport. After a season full of invasions - a group landed fro-
Cuba and made havoc all over Estern Haiti. They were well arwed, fami-

liar with the terraiia and murdered indiscriminately, Eventually all of t -
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them were executed by the faithful "tonton-macoutes™, TN's as we used to
call themcall them, One of the invaddva was brouzht in to Port-au-Prince,
publicly executed and to show the Haitlan populace that it wouldn'd pag
to attack Papa Doc and his zovenrment: the dead body was then exhibited
on the plaza near the airport with all the supplies and ammunition. The
exhibit was attached to the chair and the swarm of flies around him was
like a funerezl smoke.

When McMillan, an experienced newsman arrived, he saw the commotion and
the crowds surrounding the body. I did not want him to sece the gruesome
and drove around it a t full speed without comment. Later in the evening,
however, around the drinks, he bezan to talk about it

Incidentally whzn we invited MeMillsn we were not sure whether he wan-
ted to talk to us about Osvald or about the situation in Haiti, which
was the center of attention at the time, Since I was in charge of the ged-
logical Survey and the only American working independently in Haiti at
that time, I thought that McMillan wanted an interview with me. And 1
certainly knew the situatlon well, and it was different from what the Ame-
rican press had described, In wy opinion Dr. Duvalier wos an advocate o f

the poor Blacks agalnst the rich, French-educated Mulattoes.

43-792 0 - 79 - 16
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This was a simplified version of the situation but better than the
full condcemation of the Devalier regime in Graham Green's "The Come-
dians",

Anyway, I didn't want him to see that dead msp attached to the chair
without giving him some facts surrounding the execution. What an fmpact
his report would have on the public in USA if he would start it with th
statement about the dead body and the flies.

We brought McMillan to our house because he seemed as & very pleasan
individual. He had told us that he defended Blacks' equal rights and
that somewhere in the Cerolinas, where he lived, KKK burned crosses
on his lawn and forced him to leave. Anyway we wanted all our friends
who came to visit us in Halti to know the true facts about the regime-
the good and the bad.

Later on when we sat on our terrace to the sounds of the delicate
tinkling of "anolis"™ - small lizzards - and looking at the fatastic
view of the City and the dark Bay, McMillan mused aloud:"why didn'é you
want me to see the cadaver?". He stopped suddenly as a huge tarantula
moved dlowly on its long legs close to him, He shuddered. "Don't worry,

I reassured him, "this big ones are not dangerous, only the small ones,
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"Very simple, I didn’t want you to see the dead guerilla, without
#elling you the facts surrounding his death first.” I explained. "After
all, Papa Doc is my enployer."

But instead of llsteglng to me, or even answering, McMillan launched
into thz diatribe about the yreat program NBC were preparing about Warren
Report, that we would be the maln pereonalities in it etc. He even offe-
red to bring in the vhole TV crew, if we accepted, But sick of all this
unwanted publicity, we refused firmly.

Portunately George McMillan turened out to be an interesting and
pleasant a zood tannils >layar. We did not waster his tlme altogether and
we being hoycotted by the Americans in iaiti were zlad to have with us
a liberal, independlent person. He left Halti twe days later aking us te
re-consider our declsion and mentioned a substantial fee.

I askel several friends for adfice regarding this TV matter and they

and invisible
all answered that remaining silentAwould ham us, "You are the only ones
who could say a few kind words about Osvald," wrote one of my best
friends who had met Lee and wasn't entirely convinced of his guilit.

"This national TV appearance would dispes). the dangerous aura of mystery

in your relationship with Lee,™ wrote anotehr.,
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And so, after battling it between us back and forth, we reconside-
red our decislon, I called MclMillan end arrangements were made fimne-
diately by WBC to bring us and our faithful pooches to New York City.

The weather was stormy, we had circle? for two hours over the city,
but the ordeal was over aand we landed safely. NBC arxzmzmdx reserved
for us an apartment at the Plaza Hotel and the next day we spent the wh
wilole afternoon in fron the the camefas.

And apain, as the interview prozressed, it became obvious that the
producer and #cMillen tried to make me say somethlng derozatory about L
Lee and to dray out of me insidiously some damazing coument to his me-
mory. To them he wes definitely the assassin end we, possibly, the cen-
spirators or his secret advisers. As Jeanne and I were positive in
our pen-gensational stetements, the whole interview did not make any
scnse, Ve were invited to New York on wrong premises that either we
would produce some inside information or would prove to millions of
Americns who would watch the show that Lee was the only assassin.

Since the Warren Committee, slanted as it was, could ncver £ind any

reason in Lee's involvment in this crime "of the centurg®, the promo -
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ters of the HBC show lhwoped that i, as hisz best friend would finally
explain : 15 insane action. And that was the reason why we were brough
in to New York,

And to Jeanme and I, who did not have ang more information than any-
one reading newspapers and mgazines, Lee remzined the came person we
knew - excecentric, interestic, warm, close friend and we never conside-
reded him serlously as Precident Rennedy's aessassin.’

0Of course, insanity 1s a possibility but all the previous iﬁcidents
and conversations with Lee did not sujest. impending insanity. lior was
he ever to us & poor loser, a stupid high-school dropout, a bloodthir-
sty revolutiorery nor a person jealous ¢6 other people's success and
moneg. Such people are met everydays on the streets of any American
city in groves.

The eaclosed picture of Lee with the rifle and Marina's inseription
v would indicate that he might have been considering hunting fasclsts
-and in his mind General Walker was one - but certainly not owr prosi-
dent Kennedy.

:‘\ few days loter, while still in New York, was sav a complete 40
winutes preview of our eppearance, and azain we saw what a poor job

we did trying to present Lee's side. And later, the worse parts of thest
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forty minutes interview were used for an hour show, called "The Warren
Report™ that so many millions zaw.

It was nlike a McCarty erg, the time of the government's witcthunt
azainst the "leftists™, This was a general hunt, government's and media’
8 against a defenseless dead man.

Unpon return to Haitl we knew immediately that something went awry
with our relationship with the Haitian government. Usually, we used to
go through custon;s fixat, cheerfully greeted by Mr. Jolicoeur, a clown~
like but charming public relations man for Papg Doc. This time our lug-
aze was searched gubrepticiously while militia examined our papers in
a different narts of the building. When out luggage and we were reunited
- the bulk of mevs and Information I had carried with mei‘were stolen.

Since they were my property, I lodged a strong‘ protest with our
Embassy and the Duveliert's cabinet, Both parties laughed at me....

What maps'i What search? Where were you? How naive can you be...
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Our return to the United States,

The incident with the stolen maps destroyed my desire to continue
working for the Haitlan Government and the American Ambg8sador declared
in a hysterical way:"l hate you. You cause me nothing but troublel"

"I am a Christian, Mr, Timmons, I don't hate anybody. But I wish
you would help me to recover my maps.”

Before this incident the Haltian Government insisted that I try to

vdevelop gome of the resources I'd discovered in Haiti: Copper, tita-
nium, bauxite, excellent oil posalbﬁttieu. Therefore, whenever I left
the country I took the bulk of inforlation (not all, fortunately) with
me and each time I acted as an agent for the Government, Here, with
my maps gone, the ttuQ: was destroyed and I began preparing for de-
parture. Since the Haitlans owed me a large amount of money for the

" Survey, I was able to dispatch most of my valuable informaci.cm‘through
friends to a safe place to the States. Anyway, most of my work was
completed and I began worrying that the Haitians would detain me as

a hoatgge. Just recently an Amdrican citizen, an ex-alr force otflcet,.

domiciliated in Halti was accused by kkm Papa Doc of dealing with his

enemies abroad. The poor fellow looked for asylum in our Embagsy - but
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- it was refused to Him (all other embassies do give asylums to political
refugees, ours doesn't. In addition to this the chief of police came
and assured the Ambassadoxr that nothing would happen to th; [;oot exe
Us officer. And so he was carri.o;d out screaming and shouting and r;o-
thing was heard of him agam. My friends in the know told me that he
was beaten to death in the dungeons o'E the presidential palace.
Such a fate was not to our tsste. Since nobody expected our imme-
diate departure, we made a very secret deal with a small German line
= plying thev trade in the Carribean islands - using the good offices
of the Gernman Ambassador, and the little ship accepted ua on board
late in the evening. How we avoided the customs etc? I still had a
laiue/ pasaé from the President Duvalier and nobody bothereed to stép
our truck with our furniture ax‘\d supplies and our personal car.
Late in the evening the only person who came to say good-bye to us
was the del,ightfui Ambasgador and his charming Austri.a;\ wife, we drank
a few glasses of champagne and departed into the dark Carribean.
Incidentally on the manifest of this ship we lnun:ixnx signed

our names as follows: Jéanne - a cook; I- deckhand. And that's how

we landed in Miaml, heving skirted very close the Cubsn Coast.
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The crew, most international, was composed of a German ex-submarine
commander, an engineer - a young Norvegilan genius who could repair any-
thing on board, and & medley of Haitiana, Jamalcans, Trinidadians and
other picturesque Sarribeans. Since Jeanne decided to cook some delicious
European melas for the captaln and the crew and I, in excess of energy,
painted the whole deck, a pleasant surprise aﬁalted us in MAdmi. When
1 asked the captain for the bill, not o;rly for us but also for the car
and the luggage, the answer was: "it was a pleasure having you on board.
You earned more than the price of your transportation." The only way to
reciprocate was to invite the officers to a suptious dinner.

From Miami we drove slowly to Texas. I.ncldenélly as we were skirting
late at night Lake Okochobee on a deserted road, a brilliant comet cros-
sed the dark, tropical sky, lighting the weird scenery around and even
scaring our dogs. A comet for some is considered a good omenmxbut for us
it foretold very bad times indeed.

In Dallas we hoped to meet some good, old friends, quite a few had
cone to Haiti and enjoyed our hosplt\aucy. Instead we encountered suspie
clon and an outright hostility. Surprised at first, we soon discovered

the reason - the Warren Committee Report.
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\tLe\cranscrtpts' of
Imnediately after our testimonies,“which we signed without even bo-

thering to read - it was supposed to be truth and nothing but the
truth - vho would want to quibble over the words. After our depositions
we were 800 sick and tired of the whole affair. We put the matter of the
inquiries by these various agencles and even our our own testimonies
completely out of our minds, and, while driving an open car back to
Dallas along the coast, we breather in the fresh marine air and wanted
to forget the whole tragic incident.

But in Dallas we had to face another situation.

"Have you read the Warren Report?" a lawyer, good friend of ours,
asked us,

"No," I answered, 7I heard there is a comprehensive resume of various
depositions."

"Arn't you going to reat it. It contains some sixteen volumes and one
of them 1s almost exmclusively about the two of you."

The agra od suspicion, of innuendoes, of gossip, of aegﬂ.-lles and
conéealem;nt polluted the air around us. But the eventl- forced us to
read what we had said in Washington D.C.and especially what has been said

about us in m these voluminous sixteen tomes.
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Still we postponed reading these dry, bureaucratic, insipic pages
until one day wh sat with some friends in Port Worth (they had known
Lee and Marina also but had avoided interrogation by some hook and
crook) and they loaned to us the volume in which we figured so promi-
nently, "Read tt carefully and don't miss a word. Actually you should
read all the volumes and you will \mc;erstand the attitude of many
people towards you."

And indeed, after reading several depositions, I was ready to vomit
and I understood what Albert Jenner, our®inquisitor" at the Warren
Committee had mentioned: "you will be the only people in the wprld to
know exactly what others think about you.". He did not dwell further
on thege words and did not indicate that our depositions and those of
other people we knew or had even remote relations with, would be prine
ted, after careful editing, to probe.the nebulous point that Lee wal
the sole assassin. It turned out that some decént people volunteered to
testify on the condition that their testimonies would remain secret
and available only to Warren Committee members. But FBI insisted that
all depositions should be printed and distributed to the public.

The shades ofl J. Edgar Hoover must regret that decision after it was

discovered how many falsehoods his organisation was involved in.
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Adn never again these patriotic and decent people will expose them-
selves in the degrgding positions of "informers",

It was saddening to read the opinion of an old business associate
that "he never trusted me completely®, My ex-sexcretary divulged that
4 had made many susplcious and intriguing trips to ‘Houaton, Texas -
such an exotic é&nd mysterious place to her underling's mind. A scu-
rrilous remak was made by an old Russian emigrge, a biddy whom we
mever considered bright but harmless "that Chinese woman never even
believed in God," she declared indignantly, as if religion wag not a
very petsonal matter. "He alswvays wanted to be the commissar of 'rexu!"
was an opinion of a slight acquaintance. And finally the testimony of
my ex-son-in-lew, Gary Taylor:"if anyone hzd finagled this assassinatic
or had influenced Lee Harvey Osvald in that direction, that person
would be obviously George de Mohremschildt.

Of course, in the meantime my daughter had abandoned him and he kcp’t_'
a grudge against me because I had not approved of their teen-age :
marriage,

\

Reading all this I even thought of writing a short book, assembling

these opinions and give the book the title "I arranged Kennedy's usn;

arination { f
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Or another title that would attract customers:™y affair with the
teen-age Jacqueline Bouvier and how I got rid of her husband.”

The same people, Russian refugees and Americans, who had §etested
or ignored Lee andd Marina, made money out of them later, especlally
out of the resulting unbelievable promotion of the "poor Russian
Marina,"® - ®*that defenceless, God-fearing , mlserable wife of that
brutal monster Lee Harvey Osvald."

The story reminds me somewhat of another specimen, Svetlana Stalina
the daughter of the greatest assassin the world had seen (_lncludlng
Adolf Hitler and Atilla the Hun), communist and dalghter.of the fe-
rocious communist, who came to the United States in search of God...

But back to Marina. She finally "made it in the United States",
Just like her girl-friend put it in her letter from Soviet Russia. in
1962. She became a success, had her cover in Time, money poured from
‘the nailve Americans, Her arrival in this country was superbly fuli-
filled: Lee Harvey Osvald had finally become a real money-maker
after his death, Poor fellow, even his tomb was stolen and desecra-
ted from the public cemetary near Arlington, Texas.

Lee became sunject of articles and books - and will be for a loné

time -by the scavencers from a poor man's death.
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I would not dare to call our desr President Gerald Ford a scaven-
ger, but his book was the first one, directly accusing Lee Harvey Os-
vald - on "his" Portrait of the Assassin.". Naturally the book was gho.
vritten, inept and uninteresting, yet he was the first one (he or his
ghost-writer) to have the information assembled by the Warren Committe:

Again, I have to give crdtit to the American people, the book was
a failure.

Newspapermen kept on calling us, they were genluses at discovering
our whereabouts, we did not have a listed number and stayed with some
friends. They should have used their talents 1nveattg$tlng Lee's acti-
vities in Atlanta, New Orleans and Mexico City just before thé assassi.
nation. Garrisson did it and his career as district attorney was
ruined. People who had the slightest connection with Lee and whose tes-
timonies were not exactly "cosher" as far as the official version was
concerned, died mysteriously.

The owearx of the apartment house on Gillespie, an excentric lady
who, like us, was extremely fond of Haiti - she almsot had a fit when
whe saw Haltian car licences on our car - asked discreetly for police

protectkon for us,.
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With the exception of the European press, the majority of the Ame-
rican books and articles accepted an almost prepostrous thesis introdu-
ced by some lawyer of the Werren Committee that the same bullet killed
Kennedy and gravely wounded Governor Jolm Connelly. Yet, Connelly him-
self distinctly remembers two consecutive shots and he had never chang-
ed his teatimony.

Only some more logical and cynical writers mentioned the fact that
there was no reason whatsoever in Lee's action; but they approve the
thesis that Lee was aiming at Governor Connelly, whom he had reasons to
dislike, but being a usual flop and £--- up, he killed Kennedy instead
and\only wonkded Connelly...

Notwithstanding these superficigl conclusions, favored in USA,
the general opinion in other countriég§:£5:: acceptﬁagthe th thedis

. fin;
Of Lee's guilt. Many people susspected LBJ, as a party which profited
directly from the assassination and who always thoroughly disliked JFK
and the whole Kennedy clan, who used to cold-shoulder him and his
wife... It's not for us to judge but the latest discoveries of FBI's
finageling add some credence to this theory. After all LBJ was a most
devious man and Jéintly with it he ignotanée was also out of the ordi-

nary. They say that he was not sure of the location of Vietnam,
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And s0, here again, Lee harvey Osvald was the most convenlent patsy.

Abd so, little by little, even naive and credulous Americans,
annoyed by this constant harping on Lee's guilt, by the serving of
platitudes and repetitious statements, began to dlsbelieve. in Lee's
guilt, or at least the began to doubt the non existence of any connptra#
cy. After all, Americans are business-minded, Lf somebody perforis an
act as assassination, without any rime or reason and without any finan-
cial reward.... something stinks in Danamntk».

We, persommlly, retained our doubts to ourselves, saw fewer people
than be-fore. restrained our soclal life and eliminated false friends am(
acquaintances.

A dear friend of ours, a chimfompextwxxiar svtaff writer for the » i
Dallas Herald, insisted on interviewing us gnd po‘i.m:ed out my deep-felt’
opinlon.how harmful it is for the Upited States to believe that a lone ‘
lunatic killdd the President and then, another lunatic killed him, And
then, shortly afterwards, the brother of the President was murdered in
kold blood by another lunatic, without any apparent reason. What is it -

a country of himicidal manlacs? Had a reasonable theor-y of a plot or

plots had been substantiated, I think it would be beneficial to this

roamtry .
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A mesgage from Lee

In February of L967 we finally found a sultable place to settle
down, before that we moved from ano place to another and visited our
children in Califor;nia and Mexico., The place called convenlently "La
Citadelle” was exactly fitting to us and was ample enough to accomo~
date all the furniture which had been gtored in the warehouse since
the beginning of 1963.. It was about time to settle as four years stor:
ge at the Soithwestern Warehouses bagan to axhaust us financially.

I thought of abandoning the whole junk and leave it to the whrehouse¢
-it's good sometime to start anew, but there were books....

Adn so we went to the warehouse with an old, f£aithful friend, al-
ways ready to help and to pick up some old junk for hi.msélf, and, befo:
our furniture was taken out, we bagan Iookirfg through the accumulation
of various and sundry items that could be eliminated. . I was less inte
rested in this task, so I chatted with my friend, a good guy who had
followed us on many of our trips, while Jeanne was finishing the selec.
tion of things to take and ;:o discard.

Suddenly, he rushed out of the warehouse with a ct;zy look on her

face, shouting excitedly: "Look, look, what I found}"™

43-792 0 - 79 - 17
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She dragged me to the plle of open crates and I saw inside a slightly
familiar-looking green box,"What the hell 1s this?"

"This is the box with the records I gave Marina before our departure,"
she shouted.

“How did they get there? We left them such a long time ago?"

"1 havn't the slightest idea, I considered them lost.” Jeanne was
short of words, this was so weird. "I had used them myself to leardn En-
glish when I came to this country. They served me well. Then I loaned thém
to Marina long before our departure for Haiti.”

*Remember how punctillously honest Lee was," I sad. "He would not keep
any of our belongings. But how the hell did they into this warehouse?
Possiblyhe remembered where we were storing our furniture. Or, maybe he gave
the package to Glover to whom we had loaned some of our furniture and who
finally added it to the rest of stored boxe‘s at the Southwest Watéhouu?"

niu remains a mystery to this day, because we lost track of Glover,
a good guy who got ;;o frightened of his very slight acquaintanceship with
the "President's assassin® that he moved out somewhere without leaving an
address.

My vffe began taking taking the albums out of the box and as she opened
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to cee if the records were not broken, she shrieked almost hysterically

"Look, there is a plcture of Lee Osvald. herel”

This was the same, 8o controversial picture of Lee, which appeared
on the cover the the defunct "Life". Many newpapermen and "investiga-
tors” had assumed and had written hundreds of pages that this picture
was a fabrication, a *fgke”, a superimposed photograph. Frankly we did -
not care but now, right there, was & proof that the picture was genuine

We stood literally frozen stiff, Lee staring at us in his martial
pose, the famuous rifle 4in his hands, like in a Marine parade.It was
a gift for us from beyond his grave.

"What did he mean by leaving this plcture to us?" I wondered aloud.
"He was not a vain kind of a person.,"

Then Jeanne shouted excitedly again:"look there 1s an inscription
here. It read:"To my dear Priend George from Lee.™ and the date follow
- April 1963, at the time when we were throusand of miles away in Haiti
I kept looking at the picture and the inscription deeply moved, wy
thoughts golng back when Lee was alive,

Then I slowly turned the pkxxuxe photograph and there was another
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epitapb, seemingly in Marina's handwriting, in Russian. In translation
it reads;" this is the hunter of fascists! Ha! HA! Hal"

Here Marina waa\arg:l?i:ng fun of her husband, jeering Lee's very serious
anti-fascists feelings, which we knew so well and described in several
chapters of this book.

It's hard to describe the impact of this discovery on us, especlally
Lee's dedication and Marina's inscription. This message from beyond the
grave was amazing and shocking. From the grave we did not even dare to
visit, because FBI\ considered with suspicion all the visitors at Lee's
burial place. The confirmation that Lee considered me his best friend
flattered me but Marina's message expressed a chilling scorn for her
husband. Anyway, Lf he were a hunter of fascists, and we agree with such:

a deaci’fptton, why was she making fun of him?

First of all it makes in doubt her assertion that Lee tried to shoot;i
General Walker, secondly for a Sovi;zt Russian refugee the word "fan:i.«t"1
is not a laughing matter - some glfteen million people lost their lives
fighting them. And how many more died of cold and hunget?

We kept thils photograph for ourselves and showed it only to a few
close friends. Their reactions were interesting: to some the photograph

tndicated that Lee was a maniac, a killer, it constituted a proof of
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his aggressiveness, of hils gudlt, To otherd, just the opppsite - it
gave him the aura of a militant idealist. The man of such anti-fascist
inclinations COULD NOT be the assassin of the most liberal and race-
conscious president in the history of the United States.

We did not show the photozraph to any authorities, to them Lee Harvey
Osvald's case was closed and we did not want any further involvements.
Neither did we show it to any investigators or reporters in the United
States.

But I did writ:era letter to a friend, one of the editors of Life Maga-
zine, explaining that I had a message from Lee Harvey Osvald and I did
ask him to keep the matter confidential, I added to my letter a short
resume of the facts - how this picture got into our possession.

Immediately I received a call from my friend saying that tife had
a team working on Osvald's case, a team of investigators,because the
magazine had doubts of Warren Committee's conclusions.

The next day a reporter assigned to the assagsination case called
me and we talked for a long time . He was intimately familiar with all
th; detgaus, psychological and technical, of this unbelievable complex
case, having worked on it since November 1963. Like ourselves, he was

at Marina's inscription ans gave it the same meaning as ourselves.
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"We shall use to as a main feature of our special edition if and when _
we know something definite about Osvald's involvement or of his innocencep
he said. |

Againg I asked the man to keep this matter confidential temporarily
and he. promised to do so.

Obviously either Life's people were talkative or, more probable, our
telephone wa; tapped. Thisg we found at several occassions.

Now we know much more about "Waterzate" type tactics of our government
agencies, 'especi.auy FBI, but at the time lmiwg w.e did not have anythi.ng'
to conceal - except the existence of this picture - and this only for our
own sentimental reasons. Whenever we heard a suspliclous nolse on the tele-
phone, we laughed, spoke i.n fore;i\qn languages or made offensive remarks
at whoever was llstening in. Some voluminous files must be hidden some-
where containing "transcripgs", translations and obliterations of our )
conversations.

Again, being faithful taxpayers for years and years, we could but
marvel at the unbelievable waste of our woney. But what #as it compared to
140 billton U.S. dollars spent in Vietnam. But one bad habit leads to
another...

Now something should be sald as to why we did not contact Marina
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regarding picture, Naturally she knew of its existence from our mutual
friends, the Fords, But, as this stof'; clearly indicates, there is no
love lost between Marina and us, We had helped her with the baby care,
with her own health and finally made a supreme effort trying to solve
her unsolvable conflict with Lee., We never received a woxd of thanks from
her. But this is not important, we helped her when she was poor and des-
perate. i

- Unfortunately, after Lee's death she showed herself a real "operator”.
She created an appearan& of a helpless victim, §£ a woman searching for
God, and naturally God-fearing Americans sent her substantial contrlbutionn‘
or donations, all tax-free. We heard from some reporters that donations
were sent frequently stuck bastween the pases of Bibles and she v(dul.d grad
the money and flung the Bible furiously on the floor.

H\e did not treat her very nicely in our testimonies, but we were
utterly tmthfpl. Marina should have recognized it, had she taken the
trouble of reading our depositions. She might have come then to a true
evaluation of herself and of her dead husbard.

Well, she is settled now, when we see each other we say "hello" po-

litely. As a matter of fact the last time I even did not recognize her,
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She looked prosperous and well and spoke excellent English,

Another resson we did not contact Marina and havn't had a serious
conversation with her, was her ettitude towards Mra., Ruth Payne. Ruth
was 8 perfectly charming, charitable GQuaker, a Christian in the t;ue sense
of this word, who, like us, helpad the Osvalds out of pure humanitarian
impulses. Actually she did more for them Kthan anyone else. Marina lived
with her fom and off, took advantage of her hospitality. Ruth drove her
to New Orleans 2nd back, She showed utter kindness to her, occasionally
Lee, and especially to baby June. She and her hustand were simply admi-
rable pecple. Yet Futh had her own family to teke care of amdxas well ag
her teaching profeesion. Her only reward consisted of lessons in conver-
satl onal Russian.

Lee, on-the other hand, seldom accepted hospitality and certainly did
4not: ask for it, And yet, Ruth's and Marine's great friendship ended abrup-
tly after the assassination.

As Ruth told us later, upon our return from Haiti, Marina said l:ha_i:
she did not want to see her ever again. And Mrs., Payne was too proud a
person to insist,

It is possible that Marina was adviaed by the authorities to shy away
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from her formem independeat-minded friends and she must have been scared
stiff of authorities. Time will tell. But still many years went by and
she still does not see Mrs, Ruth Payne.

Short sketches of various incidents involving Marina will prove to
the reader these pecullarities of her character, which may incidentally
appear admirable to meny regders. Rer dreems of Amerlca bristling with
with high buildings, criss-crossed with high-speed roads, blessed with
l\nlmry for everyone end especially with fast automobiles for all teenagers
and adults. Ad she was ti.gl"t, some econc;nd.st calculated fifteen years ago
that if the automobiles kept on prcliferating at the same rate, each family
in Americe would .possess five hundred automobiles at the end of this cen-
turg, A paradise on earthl

Yet we never disliked Marina, there was really nothing to dislike,
there wac no substance in her, $he was amusing somet:‘imes, witty, natve
mostly, like some Russian peasants, yet with great deal of shrewdness

P

underneath. My wife used to call her affectionstelly -"that rascal .“i:n?ina"ji

- and that description fitted her perfectly.
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Unusual visitors.

The photograph we found in the record album is identical to the
one Life Magazine published shortly after the assassination. I think
gsrina took it, at least -hg 80 testified. Only the dedicatl;n to me
and the inscription by Marina constitute new elemeﬁtl. This picture,
unquestionably did a lot of damage to Lee. It shows him in avmiltt.ristic
pause, holding a rifle, a in:;:li on his sidd.

But let'g not forget that Lee was trained by the Marine Coxrps to
hold, show and respect weapons. The Beretta we saw in his apartment was
well oiled and immaculately clean. Another bow to the United States
Marine Corps. But whatever later testimony tried to prove; I knew that
he was not a particularly good shot. He did not have that cold stare in
his eyes - incidentally he had rather atftactive gray eyes -he did not
have a very steady hand and a stiff stance which indicate to anyone fami-
liar with things military a good marksman., To Jeanne and I he did not
have an ugly expression of a killer, and we knew professional killers,
Jeanne in China during the Japanese occupation, I in other parts of thh
world. He owned a pistol but we never discussed why, I agsumed for self-

defence, he lived in a very disreputable part of Dallas.
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Maybe Lee liked to shoot at the leaves, but he did not have a de-
cisive, self-agsured, automatic attitude of a sharpshooter. On the
contrary, he was netv;us, jittery, poorly coordinated type, and, as
I said before completely unathletic. Also devoid of any mechanical
ability. I had observed boys and men of that type in my own regiment
and they were totally unfit for military performance - and usually
very i)oor shots.,

,ﬁe l;lld tried to keep the existence of Lee's photograph as secret
as possible, just a few friendn saw it and Life's reportr ﬁew of it.
Something, however, leaked out and about two weeks after my coni(e:u-
tions with Life's writers, I received a strange telephone call. A
slightly accented voice said, and I quote:"we are from Life Magazine}
and he mentioned the name of the reporter I had spoken to, "we are
here in Dallas and woﬁld like to see you't;"

"'Cettai.nly," 1 agreed immediately. "Come over."

They knew the address and an hour later two men appeared in our
house. A strange pair; one slight, Latin-American type fellow, the
other a big brulzer, beefy, powerful, Anglo type. They sat down,

announced that they represented Life Magazine, the Latin mentioned
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his repertorial qualifications, the beegy character sald he was a pho-
tographer. Indeed he was loaded with cameras of all types. The names
were respectively - Smith and Fernandez. Smith mentioned ;lso that
he was ; staff photographer for Fortﬁ:e Magazine, which put me comple-
tely at ease. |

"We would like to ask you a few questions the other Life reporter
failed to discuss with you," s.aid Fernandez.

I ﬁbuged him, These questions were unimportant, mostly about Lee's
habits and his character. Then they became more specific."Was hg 80~
ciable? Whom did he know well? What were his relations with fellow-
workers in this country and in USSR? Did he have many friendsf in a@dl;
tion to us? What did he do in Mexico? Whom did he meet there? Could
he speak Spanish? Why did he go to New Orleans? Could he drive a car??
And many other questions, which I do not recall now.

I answered these questions to the best of my ability, but natura-
1ly many had to remsin unangswered, since I w;s out of the country and
did not have any contacts with Lee during that time.

The question may arise: why was I so frank with Life Magazine
people and let myself pumped out so naively, 'ﬂ'}e angwer i.l_that one

of my most admired friénds used to be a staff writer for Life and he
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. \}ag‘gg_rformed i
an ex r’e?ety"(d.nd and difficult intervention on behalf of my father .

stranded in Europe during the war, Incidentally, I felt very much at
ease with these two character because I had a visitor at the time, an
economist from the East, a ;Jery athletic fellow and a good friend and he
was there all the time,

Later in the afternoon Jeanne arrived, very surprised to see the
unusual guests., I explained who they were, "But you havd a very strong
Spénish accent?" she asked Fernandez.

"Yes, of course, I am of Spanish origin and I had worked as a repor-
ter for Life mostly in Latin America. So, excuse my poor English."

This sounded reasonable enough,

Then Smith, “"the photographer"™, producer a series of excellent, very
clear photos of some twenty men, mostly of Latin alppearance and asked
pointedly &f we had ever met any of them.

We both looked carefuu;v at these strange, sometimes !:;mtal, faces.

"I am not sorry not to have met any of them," I qui.pped.v "They
look rather disreputable. Who are they?"

Somehow this question remained unanswered.
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"I have an excellent memory for faces and I am positive not to
have ever seen any of them," I added,

Jeanne, in a more cheerful and confident mc;od pointed out three
better-looking ones:"This one has a cute moustache! That one has an
interesting look about him. And this one is so handsome! Oh, I would
like to mee; these three men," she concluded laughingly.

° This cheerfulness was met by a stony silence, a kind of a hostile
attitude. Fernandez did not say a word. He seemed disappointed.
Smith broke the awkward silence and asked:"May I take a few pictures of
you and the dogs?"

The mentioning of the dogs conquered _Jean;\e and we obliged afain,
Many photogrpaphs were taken.

The conversation lingered for a while longer, Fernandez became
more amiable and called our dog Nero in the Spanish manner "Senpr Neron'
w hich pleased Jeanne no end. Finally the two strangers left,- ptomi;ing
to contact us again from New York, to give ourv regards to my friend
there and to send us coples of the pictures,

A few days went by, We both were busy and didn't have time or occa-

sion to discuss this visit. One evening, lying in bed, I asked Je nne:
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"What did you think of those two characters who came to visit us
the other day?"

"Rather suspiclous,” she said. "I was thinking of them at this very
moment. This is ESP, How did you kﬁow they were from Life?" She asked.
"Did they have.any identifications?®

"None," I mused. "And 1 did not ask for any, But they knew exactly
what I was talking about with the Life reporter in ﬁew York, Fernandez
remembered all the questions and all ﬁy angwers ."

"You were ver careless," sadd Jeanne convincingly. "Don't you know
that the house has been bugged on and off. More on than off."

She was absolutely right. These men were impostors., Next day I
checked with the Life office in New York. Smith and Fernandez did not
exist as far as Life was concerned.

But it is very possible that my naivete and the very certainty
that we did not know any of the men on the photographs, put these two
men at ease, otherwise.we might have joined the other twenty or thirty
people who had died mysteriously just because of their accidental
knowledge of soem details or people which might have affected the

official version of Osvald's guilt,
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We never communicated to anyone, except to a few verj selected
and faithful friends, what had occurred. Tje Government agencies would
have made a usual mess ouﬁ of this situation and we might have become
victims of an eveﬁtual revenge.

But to okr minds, this visit was very significant: people at whom

xkexx we glanced so casually, were unquestionably involved in some
way in President Kennedy's assassination. Now they have dtsappeére&
swallowed in the mass of our population or, possibly, they had left
the country altogether. It's a mystery to solve but not for clods
from our bureaucrat-ic mass of officlals, umsé;histtcated, under-educa-
ted, and like the Englishmen saild during the war of our GI's:"over-
paid, ovér-fed, o ver-sexed and ....over here.

And Lee's opinion comes clearly to my mind: "the bureaucrats all
over the world are the same..." And I am adding my own definition:
most of them would not‘be able to make an honest living in the world

of business and free competition.
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Who are the real criminals?

Over twelve years went by since the tragic events of 1963. Kennedy's
widow remarried. Questions arose in some decent people's minds: did
Jacqueunevknow what type of an i.n;lividual\%‘: ms::s it a huge bank
account, Qot a real person. The Dean of women at the Un‘lversity of
Texas where I had been lecturing at the time, was pale with indignation
when she heard the news. Then Mrs. Aristotle Onassis became a widow
again. And then Rc;bett Kennedy was assassinated carrying with him
the reason for the strange warning he had given my friend Willem
Oltmans..., Worst of all, Dr. Martin Luther King was shot in a cowardly
way by an ignorant redneck, possibly encouraged by another redneck -
but clever and powerwul that one - J. Edgar Hoover, who hated and de-
spised the Blacks. The award of the Nobel price for Peace to Reverend
King was an ultimate insult to him, Then the shrews and unscrupulous
CIA agents and thelr assoclates assembled large fortunes by illicit .
profits in Corea, Vietnam, Thailand, Camboja and’Laos...

And the discoveries will forthcoming - of dea;.s, corruption, dou-
blecrossings, discoveries annoying to me because they Bave to do with
taxes I had been paying for years. And in this mannes American'money

will be soon "Chinese" money,

43-792 0 - 79 - 18
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/

In a way, the high-school dropout, that "inferior American, Lee
Harvey Osvald, had foreseen all that by calling our bureaucracy -
stupid but crooked.’ But, knowing him the way I did, he would ha\_re alsol

!
understood "Gulag Archipelago™ and would have approved s?lzenttzln'o »
indignation...

My wife and I spent many an agonizing moment thinking of Lee,
agshamed that we did not gtand up more decisively m his defence.
But whg; would have listened to us at t}’te time and would have published
anything true and favorable to him?

If you, dear reader, are interested not in the assassinati.pm
but &n organized murder for profit, follow the artiiles in the French
publication "Le Canard Enchaﬁ\e"'. You will learn that Aristotle Q\na--
ssis' fortune, made during the war, was based on a very sin;ple for-
mula: old tankers are overi.n;ure(i. duly sank by the Naziz submarines,
motley, ignorant crew members drown and the.h.' no less ignorant poor
families receive peanuts in a way of compensation. Repeat thé opefatton:
dozeng, maybe hundreds of times. Later, when a huge forfune is made, |
acquire exclusive rights for transportation of Arab oil...

) If you believe In just punishment, Aristotle's rotten soul will

remain fodver in the Greek-Orthodox hell.
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Conscience is the most stretchable substance - Ari's friends
found him cheerful, amicable, cosmopolitan, intelligent - although
his education was not more advanced than Lee's, he danced well and
sang Greek and ArgentinigN folkclore songs. Only his end was somewaht
gruesome...

Our performance at the Warren Committee was very lukewarm and
not decisive enough in favor of Lee. I hope he will forgive us.;.;
And 1 hope also that Mrs. Marguerite Osvald will also forgive us.

. Lee's innocence or his being just a patsy is our conviction.
And now we can speak more objectively of the reasons of our convic-
tion. That the younger generation in America does not believe in
Lee's guilt 13 a fact but why should old fogies, like ourselves, have
such unorthodox opinions?

Let us talk of the clever "leading on" by the choice lawyers of
the Warren Cormittee, which forced us, Lee's friends and acquaintances
td appear somewhat antagonistic to him,

The general opinion setup in the United States at the time puts

pressure on you, warps your judgement, changes your words.
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In these short chapters we tried to correct the distorted image
of this good friend of ours. Some will say that the introduction of
the late Aristotle Onassis in thése chapters may be in bad taste -
others may find an interesting and significant relevance,

Somebody else will prove who fired the fatal shots, will prove or
disprove Lee's involvement or ‘lack of it in the conspiracy to commit
the assassination. If there are good Catholics involved in this affair,
maybe a confession will solve the problem. Co- . '

We 1like to speak of Lee's occasional, clevgt repartees, of his'f're-
quent outbursts of justifisble anger at the existing situation in
this rotten world of ocurs, of his deep concern for the starving and
poorer than himself, of his worry and his pity for the raclally .egte.;
gated, for masses deprived of their just righta by the clever mani-
pulators,

Had Lee lived most of his life in the totalitarlan country, he
would have landed in a concentration camp for his outspoken opinions
-for his loose tongue,

More should be said of Lee's interests in the world affairs. 1

can hear his clear speaking voice, sincere, simple, without affectation

- its attractive modulation.
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lee did not have a trace of a nasal, Shuthern drawl, his was a voice
of a thinking, refined individual, Incidentally, I never heard Lee
use any four-letter Anglo-Saxon words, no profane langﬁage in English
or in Russian. This was most unusual for a man of his background, I
mean New Orleans and Fort Worth slums and the-United States Marine
Corpd.

But do not think he waé a sissy, as there is & dee-spréad belief
that if you do not swear, you are not a red-blooded Amerlgan. I am
guilty of constantly cussing myself and the students with whom I asso-
clate happily these days, consider me OK and a good guy.

Sezregationists are still here but they are losing ground. Still
we have a long way to go. A medke yrofdssof of medecine from Ken;ﬁcky'
but born in‘Alabama, believes that intezmattigge and any sexual inte-
gration is the only way tovcombat raclism. The ones who disagree"should
be shot", says he. Lee wgneed with this opinion, 1 remember.

We wish that our dogs, Nero and Poppzea (both gone now) could have
barked on his behalf, Such a testimony would have been very flattering

for Lee, and you cannot fool an animal says a truism. And yet, they

were mefiant little creatures and trusted very few.
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We cpmstgntly shout - "communists at fault®, "it'es a Marxist con-
spiracy", instead that most of our hishaps come from own mistakes -
commited or good actions - omitted. Whaé fiendish n;mes wexe given our
friend Lee HAtvey Osvald - communist, traitor, miéfit, insane killer!

In the meantime our tép capitalist, Harold Lamar Hunt called John @.
Kennedy a "traitor" and a confrontation between the US Government and
the Soviet Unlon, during the missile crisis, a "dispute detween two
commdnis? atates”.

Everything is relative: we waster 140 billions and 45,000 lives
(our ow only) to prove that demo;racy 1s xright and Bee Harvey Osvald
wanted to improve our image around the world in his own way, humanizing
Unit;; States. Remember his nice but naive defence of the American ways
to his friends-workers, during his sﬂay in Minsk...

Listening- to Lee describe his experience in the Soviet Union, one
saw clearly that the Soviet Union was not a bUPIA th just another liva-
ble country, enormous, with endless problems, full of good, friendly A
people -~ and many others, stupid, cruel and limited.

Judge the man aftar readinz this book: no easy solition is offered,

no criminal presented on a dish, I am not even offering an ahalysil of
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bis complex personality. Make up your own mind.

‘ Why, with passing time we became more and more convinced that the
vhole story of Lee Harvey Osvald hAS not been told, we are adding just :
another chapter to it. It should be useful, as I had known him well, ‘
better than anybdy else, accoring to the Warren Report, better than
his mother and wife, according to the lengths of o@ glepontttom.

How the oppréaslve welght influenced my testimony can be'se:en so
clearly by me now, looking at it after several years, as if it ;rere
somebody else depositi.c;n. deprived of a warm feeling for lee, full of
my own stupld jokes, which make me sad now. I was not gxpreul.ng
- myself really, I didn't defend Lee vigorously and passionasely enough, .
which I am sure he would have done if he had to d.efend me in a .muu-l
situation. I was cleverly led by the Warren '60nmi.ééee counsel, Albert
Jenner, into saying some thinks I had not really want to say, to admtt!
certain defaults in Lee, which I wasn't sure were his', in other words i
I consider myself a coward and ; #lob v;ho did not stand up to defend
proudly a dead frien&, whatever odds were against him.

That big, clever boy, the trial lawyer handled me like a babyx' first
he bullied me, then he led me to teli'hhn carefully all about my life

by saying:"don't conceal anything, we know more about yourself thi
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you do."

I should have answered:;"if you do} why ask the questions? Why all
the rigomarole?"

And theny later, in a friendly manner this time, Jennnr would put
forward son.u: suppositions regarding Lee, suppositions which seemed
innocuous enough at the time but sufficiently cleverly termed that
would make me admit that possibly, just POSSIBLY, he might have coa-
mitted a crime... After all, he was so cruel, he put ‘a cigarette on
his wife's bare flesh... A4 torturer!

It makes me remember now that Lee was keenly aware of the fact
thgt it was ,t'ne white man he had brought in "scalping™ during the
American-Indian war. And later,gomehow, the Indians, cruel and contem-
tuous were charged with this unpleasant procedure.

A lmost everyone has a skeleton hidden in a closet, so did I,

I shall talk later about it. But it was such an ingignificant ,gmall
ske%eton... I should have .t:aken a stronger stand. Instead, 'I talkeq, '
talked, talked, drunk with words and descriptions.... Talking about
oneself, as everyone knows, is the sweetest passtime. And Jenn~r ot

me into this talking mood by calling me"distinguished, handsome, vi-
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rile," - intimated that I knew people all over the world, that I led
a very colorfvl life, was a great Casanova, member of the jet-set,
he lauded my uﬁiversity dezrees. In reality the bastard despised me,
my independence and especlally my liberalism.

Jenner was an impressive trial-lawyer, iomewhat like Bailey, it was
nard to resist him, he knew how to cajole and how to threaten.

In reality Jemner spoke much more than I did, the Warren Report ?
so well doctored, does not show it. At lunchtime and between the sess-
ions he offered me suggestions, tried to find answers -~ a clever plan
and & good preparation, makes me think of the Tukhachevski trial in
the Soviet Union. There, of course, drugs were &lso uged. The results
on paper were proving General Tukhachevsky'!s treason, the resyits for
the Soviet Unicn was the fall of the Red Army and Nazis' original, gi-
gantic success. I am not comparing myself to xhm Tukhschevsk;, but ra-
ther the whole Warren Report and its desastruous effect on the Americar
credibility.

In my case, such a lomg deposition had a\sopophorlc effect on me,
you get deadly ti;ed of these official proceedings, you begin to agree

with the questioner just to get out of this boring room, away from thi
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annoying, dry individual. You only dream to get away from all this non-
sense, to go back to your sunny house in Hai;l. to my few real friends
there, to my interesting work and to thé week-ends of skindiving in
the beautiful, transparent waters of the Carribean neaxr the Arcgd‘n
Islands.

Hy idiotic interrogation had lasted almost three full days and then-
the same torture was inflicted on my wife, somewhat shorter and enhanced
by the presence of our Manchésters, Nero and Poppaea, who testified,
silently, wifortunately, for thelr friend Lee.

The final conclusion, after obsexvation of ali this bunch of lawyers
is a short pun.. "llave you ever uet an honelt ‘lawyers " soweone asked.
"Yes, I did, only recently. He paid for his own lunch..."

Jeanne's best suggestion, eliminated from the Warren Report, was a
suggestion, simi).a:; to mine:"don't try to solve the crime of the century
be deposition, f.e. goesip, ninety per-cent irxelevant to the issues.
Have good detectives hi.red', we are supposed to be the heaven of pri.vgce
dicks. Don't use FBI's or CIA's or any other federal agents, they are
recognizable a wlle awvay."

During our walking trip through Guatemala, wehre we happened to be -
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there just before the Bay of Pigs. The town was full of crew-cut
Americans, ngi-:peaking a word of Spanisgh, out of place. I told Jeanne
"but these are Marines, or rather Merine pilots. What the hell are
thay doing here?”

No question that the same idea occurred to‘all the pro-Castro Gua-
temalans, and the country is full of them... And messages ﬁere sent on
time to Fidel Castro...
|

Looking over Marina's deposition recently, I was amazed how cloaely‘

i

our opinions on lLee matched, they almost coincided, as if they had beeﬁ
' !
c¢ictated to us. "The wkight of the evidence" rust have influenced both‘
of us. First we were both angry at Lee for putting us into such a hotti
|
ble situation. Bad enough for me, but think of Marina's plight, espe-
ciaily the first days after the assa;sination... I cennot talk of her
feelings, but I know how deadly scaxed she was, in a foreign country,
not knowing the languaze and used to the Stalinist tactics.
We know{ Jemexr and Dulles told us, that Marina had made innumetabﬂ
mistakes - perjuries if you wish - being under a tremenduous pressure s
and frightened out of her wits, The pregsure we were under was of a

different typa, yet very strong., We had lived here for a long time

and wara familiar with tha "American" wavs.
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But we cannot forget the attitude of the American Embassy in
Haiti, the Ambasgsador's animosity towards me, the hard and soft ap-
proach of the FBI agent, the possibili‘t:y of losing my contract in

from Washington
Haiti. A mysterious letter at the Embaesyk(thls I found through a few
remaining friends there), warning the personnel there against us.
There wag a pressure from our friends, by the Radio, newspapers, v
- finally this powerful Warren Committee - all saying "disassociate
yourself from this assassin Lee Harvey Osvald!"

Everybody was on 8 bandwagon wondemning thLa_ insignificant ex-
Marine,

Now let us ask ourselves a question: was there a conspiracy on the
part of the Warren Committee members, thie powerful and impressive
group of people to promote a deliberate lie, to inculpaye an innocent
person? No, I don't think so, they acted nai.vgly and uheept'shly for z
a purpose which seemed right to them and good for the country. The .
country was in an uéheaval; it was necessary to pacify the public
opinion. And the dead eccentrlc 1s the casiest subject of gondemation.
Personally, I think that such a mentality is tragic and detrimental ;:o
this country. It's the same self-illusion as throwing Prince Siimnm:k

out of Cambodig, -accusing bim of being a "red prince*. ——)
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Then financing and supporting to the bitter end his enemles. Fortuna-
tely for thd "Red Prince” he is well and back in his country, while his
enemles are either dead or exiled.

And now I am sorry to cast an accusation at John F, Keanedy's
family, especially on his brother Robert, who wanted to sancc;fy the
President's memory and to make us all - all Awerican citizens = forget
our ;restdent's biggest mistake, the Bay of Pigs, Willem Oltmens
strange incident, described here, is explainable by this attitude.
Also oux convexsations with Jacqueline Kennedy‘'s family.

The Bay of Figs resulted in an unbellievable hatreds and desires
of revenge among the Cuban refugee groups pas well as among Castro's
followers, but to a lesser degree because their losses were smaller
and the result was Castro's triumph. But the desiie of revenge among
the refugee groups here were thus covered up anc whenever somebody'
like Garrisson in New Orleans would try to establish a connection
 between the assassination and the Ba} of Pigs, he would be put down
as a drunkard, tncompeéent and siienced. Garrisson waa completely

completely discredited and lost his district attorney's position.

His latest book is a fiction dealing with the assassination,
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Willem Oltmans and his clagrvoyant,

Afteg¢ our return from Haiti, we were literally assailed by a
great number of journalists, who wanted to interview us. The ﬁ\os: inte-
resting among them was Willem Oltmans, United States representative of
NOS Television (Dutch State Television) with headquarters in New York.

Oltmans, a Dutchman but educated in the United States - a Yale gra-
duate - told me how ‘he became interested in the President's mudder in
1964, while we were still in Haiti. He flew to Dallas on March 9, 1964
on an American Airlines fiom Kennedy airport in New York to Addx:esn the
next day the Criterion Club in Wichita Fallas, Texas. At the countexr in:

New York he ran into Marguerite Osvald. The two sat together durihg the

i
'
i

following dinner-flight and it was during this journey that Oltmans.
ﬂ;:st‘began to doubt the truth as to Lee Osvald being the killex of
President Kennedy all by himself and miserably alone. It was Hatguerlte.j
Osvald who told him that the chief of police in Dallas interrogated Lee
for forty-eight hours, without making a tape-recording of the hearigg i‘
‘and even keeping his notes. When the waxjren Commission asked the Dallas

police officials whether they did not think Osvald an important enough

-subject to borrow a tape-recorder for the investigation of the murder o.
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the President of the United States, the answer had been negative.

Upon returning to the Netherlands, Oltmans discussed his conversa- .
tion with Marguerite Osvald with the famous clairvoyant, Gerard Croiset
in Utrecht, the Netherlands. It was Doubleday who had published in 1964

the biographt of this amazing Dutchman, who has been solving crimes and

murders all over the world, including in the United States.

It was Crolset who firaet described to Oltmans in a tape-recorded
interview (which 18 being kept at the Institute of Parapsychology of
the University of Utrecht, the Netherlands)that 1 exl.st:ed, Croiset
told Oltmans that Lee had a friend in Dallas, in his fifties. He des~
cribed some of my physical features, including that my name held the
letters sch and the wor_d'd_e_.

Oltmans immediately consulted the chief of programs of National
Dutch Television in Hilversum, Carel Enkelaar. He received the assigne«
ment to return to Dallas and try to locate this mysterious £t1am§ of ;
Osvald's, who, according to the Dutch clairvoyant, was of noble descent;
and was a geologlst.He, the mysterious X, was, according to Croiset, t:h«i
architect of the ambush in which Kennedy had been killed. Osvald was
only the fali-guy,

Oltmans returned to Forth Worth and visited Mrs, Marguerite Osvald.



284

It was Lee's mother who, following Croiset's description, pointed to a
volume of a complete set of the Warren Report and indicated our name
and existence to the Dutch journalist.

Oltmans reported back in Hilversum that Croiset's indication had
been correct. There was a friend, in his fifties, and his name did
match the words de  and sch. He was George de Mohrenschildt.

NOS Television then instructed Willem Oltmans to phone me April 2,
1967, to ask for a TV interview. I repied that I had to attend the
World Petroleum Congress in Mexico City and that he should contact me
in two weeks, I did not hear from him again until later that year.

wﬁen Oltmans reported to Hilversum that he had contacteé me, the
Dutch television presidium felt Oltmans was in grave danger. They reaso-
ned that so many people, directly or indirectly connected with itying
to unravel the Keﬁnedy assassination had been killed or mysteriously
disappeared, that Oltm;ns‘was immedlately instructed to contact the
office of Robert F. Kennedy, at the time the Sénacot of the State of
New York.

This office was located at the US Post Office building, near 43rd
street., Oltmans saw T;m Hogan, Robert F. Kennedy's press assistant,

and explained the situation, including Croiset's analysis, that Kennedy
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had been killed in a plot and that I was the engineer of the ambush.

Tim Hogan sald the Senator was making a speech in Albany that mor-
ning and was flyigg back at 1 P.H, in the "Csroline”. He would inform
the Senator immediately relaying Oltman's request whether he could
have some protection from FBI, NOS Teieviston had figured that Robert
Kennedy, formerr Attorney-General of the United States was as safe a
person to ask advice in this delicate matter,

Tim Hogan called back around 2 P,M. in Oltman's apartment in Kew-
Gardens, New York., He relayed to Oltmans that RFK had personally pickel
up the phone and talked to J. Edgar Hoover in Washington, D.C. FBI
agents were to contact him later that day.

Indeed, already at 4 P,M, two agents called at Oltman's apartment.
They stayed two full hours, but Cltmans only relayed to them that he
was instructed to interview us in Dallas and that, at the same time,
NOS TV had told him to contact Robert Kennedy.

When the agents left the Oltmans apartment, they assured him that
from that moment on he would be 24-hours a day under surveillance of
the FBI and there would be nothing to worxy about.,

The next evening Oltmans wanted to visit an Indonisian friend in

Greenwich Village, an architect, who was desizning a cover for a book

43-792 0 - 79 ~ 19
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Oltmane was writing about the late President Sukarno of Indonesia.
Driving southward én Westside drive at around 8 P.M.in a Sunbeam
Tiger, with a V-8 motor, a convertible sports model, with aluminum ra-
cing wheels, at a speed of about sixty miles per hour, Oltmans was bedn

overtaken by a cab with a passenger riding in the back-seate. The cab
crulsed for a while next to Oltmans' car untu‘ the 53rd Street exit
wag reached., Then the cab made a fast move, in yhich Oltmans was cut of
in such a way that he crashed in the ralls. His car was a total loss.
His head was bleeding. He was brought to the Kt.ew~Gardena hospital, wher
he was examined, Bandaged and sent home. The insurance awarded him wi-
thin Ceﬁ days a new car, which Oltmans qutckly%hipped to the Nethere
lands. He himself left a féw days afterwards.l

Two months later, Oltmans received in his bu;lgalow in the country
neer Utrecht a telephone call from.a certain Glenn Bryan Smith, atto-
rney from Fort Lauderdale, Floride. Smith annpunced that he was con-
ducting an investigation into the JFK murder for.scsceccsseaveccsceses
esvsesey the author of "Green Berxets", He wanted to discuss with Olte
mans the Dallas affair and compare notes. Oltmans agreed to a meeting

in Hotel Terminus in Utrecht, but only in the presence of c;rel
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Enkelaar, NO3 TV boss. It so happened.

During the conversation, however, Glenn Bryan Smith slipped in some
threats. He cautioned Oitmans in the presence of Enkelaar to stop in-
vestigating President Kennedy's assassination because "you would not be
the first person to die or disappear in this matter. What they dé is,
they will kidnap you in a New York street, drive you to a private air-
port, and dump you over the Atlantic Ocean. You would not be the first .
person to die this way either.”

Oltmans says that he remained unperturbed. He walted a few months

more publishing an extensive report on his automobile pecwmt in the
leading‘weekly magazine "Haagse Post", showing on the cover pictures of
John F. Kennedy and my;elf . Oltmans then returned to the United States
in October 1967 and came to film us with a Dallas CBS TV crew on October
15th.It was a very pleasant meeting for us.
. From that moment on, this Dutch journalist, who initially approached
us, because he had received indications that we might be involved indi- ‘
rectly through Osvald with the Kennedy assassination, became a very pet-:
sonal friend. He has visited us every year since 1967.

He will by now be convinced, that we had nothing to do whatsoever

with the JFK assassination.
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As a matter of fact, he told us, that despite of Gerard Croiset's
great gifts for -solving crimes, at the same time some forty per-cent
of his indications and prognoses are always false.

A Nevertheless, Oltmans relayed to us as recently as thé summer
of !:976, that this famous Dutch clairvoyant is still deadly convinced
that I am the man who tricked Lee Harvey Osvald, and who set up, fin-
anced by the Dallas oil lobby, the assassination of John F. Kennedy.
i am suppos;ad to have done it from Haiti, probably through some vodoo
trick....
1 probably should have sued that Dutch clairvoyant but I presume
that he is probably broke and an internati ox;al law suit would be

_very costly. .
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Why Lee and 1 agreed on FBI.

Recently it was established that FRI hAd concealed and destroyed
a letter from Lee iiarvey Osvaid written to the Dallas office before
the assassination. I do not think we have an exact text of this letter
but the newspapers report was extremely angry at the way FBI kept
‘annoying hin and his wife and therefore mede his normal pursuit of
life impossible, This explains, naturally, why in our conversations
Lee had such a dim view of this "great" institution and its leader
J. Edgar Hoover,

I had ;rpersonal grudge against FBI, which I will explain in
this chapter and I nhad a personal distasteful impression when I saw
J. Edzar Hcover one day, in La Jolla, California. I rememeber that
Jeanne and 1 were there to visit a éartner of mine who had'a ranch
nearby and made some investments in the oil ventures. In the evening,v
having dinn;t at one of the best motels, facing Ehe sea, I tecognized'
tx. Hoover, sttting together with some of our oil magnets, and behaving
in such an obsequlous manner, 1s if he were a‘setvant of these very
wealthy people. And he looked like a pompous waiter, or possibly, head.

walter. 1 knew some of the people sitting with him and a meeting could
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have been very simply arranged, and thus a lot of difficulties would
have been avoided for both of us in the future. But something retained
me from approaching the group and I did not do it. Jeanne did not have
any special reason to like or dislike the man, but X had a previous
experience with FBI which was ridiculous and could have ended badly
for me.

Outside of my unimportant experience, similar to Lee's in a way,
the final result is that a letter of paramount importance to the in-
vestigation of K;nnedy’n agsassination was concealed, that President
Kenned; was killed and the old idol, head of FBI, remained untouched
and secure until his natural death. The President did not g?ﬁ thebtlgh
type of protection - while mediocrity or failure, or both, remained
unpunished.

Now back to my trago-comic trouble with FBI. Thls.yill answer
possibly why so much money and effort was spent on the investigati;ﬁ
-of my wife and of me., I had already mentioned it. Why choose us?

Why try to persecute us with such a persistence? The reason we
knew Lee so well were not enough.

We both traveled a great deal, Jeanne as a famuous fashion de-
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signaer, and she was famuous before I met her and ruilned her career
with my own adventurous dea]..s and this walking trip; I traveled even
more as & piatroleum consultént, had several wives and was part of the
"3o called" establishment, malnly for business xeasons. People in'the
"jet-get" ar the "cafe soclety" are really very boring, the same world
over, wnile an czcentric like Lee, was of great interest to me,

In other words, we were successful in our own fielda and neither
one of us never, but never, paid any attention to politics in the Unitq
States, left or xight.

My early scrap with FBI dates fron 1941, soon after my arrival
in the United 5tates. At that tixe 1 was very young, had sume money
wiich I brouzht from Europe and made a little more in this country
and about to ba drafter to the Us Army. Fraukly I was not in a very
militaristic mood at the time, as the Gerwans saved my father from the
Russians. We ara of, so called, Baltic descent, which means a mixture
of people of Scandinavian, German, French and other lineages, descen-
dants of the knlghts who nied conquered Estonia, Latria, Finland and
even parts of Russia.

Now, WARIXGEXXNEXE many of the Balts werc German oriented, byt 144
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I had relatives of thia type, personally I was French-oriented. 1 also
had spent two painful years in the Polish Militarwy Academy and later
"manouevering" on horse-baclk around the Soviet torder, a rather dangee-
rous occupation. So I was about to ba drafted in the United States
Aray end d¢id rot feel very enthgsiastic at the prospect to start in the
boot-camp all ovér azain,

But, instezd, t he doctors found that 1 had a very high bloodd
‘pressure and declared me unfit for service., 1 still suffer from this
hﬁ;h blood-pressure, so really I owe my life to ;he good American doc-
tors who had discovered it s0 early. Now I can keep it under conmtrol,

At thac time I was not yet an Awerican citizen, bug a resident of
ew York, and madly in love with a Mexican young widew, whom we shall
call, Sencra L. after mecting her in New York, 1 asked a Brazilian
friend who knew Senora L. well:"I gm madly in love witk her, shall 1
marry her?" |

"If you marry her, you will be unhappy. If you do 'not marry here
you will be unhappy aiso,“ answered my friend swilingly.

@f covrse, he was absolutely rizht. Buf still we were madly in lowve

with cach other. And so, she invited me to dvive with her across the
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United States to her own country Mexico, which she would explore with
me. She haed bzen brought up in Europe &nd lived there most of her
1ife, hence her lack of knowledge of her owm country.
Incidentally, she spoke very little English, and I Qery little
Spanish, so we commmicated in French, which probably made us most suge
_Plelous to FBI. Maybe someone denoahcad us? We both had enemles,
Anyway, out delishteful txip in a new convertible Chrysddr, along the
Castern shore, then alonj the Guld of ifexico was rudely interrupted,
This happened near Corpus Christi, Texas, wiere we had rented an aparte
mont in the Lueces llotel as Mr. aﬁd lre. X (1 fogot the fictitious
nane wve used). We left the hotel early to go to the beach at Aransas
Pags and spent o delightful cay there. I like to paint water-color
landecapes with beautiful fermale bedles in the foreground, and I mede .
scveral gkatches,
Drigins back from the beach, we vere stopped on 2 deserted road
by a tunch of people, who, we thougkt were plain Amerxican ganzsters.
e had little money with us, the zar wrs insured, so we stopped without
too much fright, The characters identified themselves: they were FBIL
agents who had taken us for German snies observinz United States fortie

ficationsg...
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When I was telling the story to Lee, he could not stop laughing.
"This is so typical oE.FBI. Taking you, at that time you were a
reserve officer in an Al)‘ied Army, driving along the coast with a’
beautiful Mexican woman, talking French to her, and painting...."

He guffauwed. "You were a typical German spy."

But, my friends, don't laugh at FBI's ingenuity. Soon after having
verified our papers and listened to angry Spanish shrigks of Senora L.
- they had followed us to the hotel and inspected our luggage ~the
agents realized they mad made a foolish mistake. I even understood
that one or two of them foldowed us all the way from New York (another -
expense to the American tsxpayer, but he is always the vicitm), so
the mistake was a very caﬁiy one. And so I was accused of an infracttoni
to the old Mann's Act. Mann Act prohibits, still does, crossing the
kxmir border 6rom one state to another with a woman who is not your
wife for the purpose of committing a licencious act....

Of that, we were certainly guilty, we had crossed dozens of
borders on the way to Mexico and committed dozens, maybe hundred of
licencious acts. However, we were not put in jail, just had to sign
some papers that we were not married and proceedéd sll the way to the

Mexican border, We felt as if someone dirty put his filthy hands in
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our very personsl affalrs. Senora L. méde & stroug complalnt to the
Mexican Awbassador ir Weshirgton and receilved much later apologles from
the FBI azents, As far a¢ I an concermed, five years later, when I was
applying for Umited sStates citizenship in Penver, an FEI azent came to
the heering ané’reaopened the case, accusing m2 of immorality an@ of a
ftagrant ‘infraction of the lann Act.

1 still wogld like to find out sowme da& what Rind of a purttannical,
hypocrlitical, sob thls Mann wae...

I alrveady passed my citizensnip exaainatlons without a single mis-
tuke and was holding an fmporxtant position wlth a group of oll companies.
Sc 1 di2d got a leience; ¥y lawyer threatened the FBI azent of a persmmal
‘damage suii in tne amount of a millicn dollais, for damaze done to my ’
reputation. And so, tue dann Act was quickly forgzotten, the judge
laughed at tue FBI story, axd I was made American Citizen. Maybe not
first class, because naturalized, bLut a citizen still,

And Lee concluded:"and so you lived forever afterwaxds happy as
& naturalized ‘American cltizen.”

"Yeu Jden't realize, Lee, liow laportant it was for wme to be a citizen,

ag I becane siter the war a men without a country, = "neimatloss®,"
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"1 guess it's better to be without a country than to live in a
country like this, rune by FRI," was Lee's bitter conclusion.

I guess that in these days of open immorality and of pormozraphy
staring at yos from each bookstore, nobody would be sccused of breaking.
such an antiquated law as Mann Act. It's probably buried for jond,

During these unbearably long séssions_with the counsel for the
Warren Committee, Albert Jeuner, I got the warning {rom him that FBI.
was aiter my neck. "Better ;o to see those FBI gu;s and,stﬁtghten up

your situation with him," was his advice.

. 3

Of course 1 did not waste my time on visits to FRI, both my wife
and 1 were adious Lo et bzek to Halti, But now, loukiny &t the
report, I think that there wust have been other reasons that millions
of dollars wave spent on ay uninportant life, also wy wife's and our
ciildreuts, with the final reéult that our depositions bacame three
times more voluminous thanvﬁarija's. And so much costlier to the
American taxpayer, Look at all those Lnnumerable places we lived in,
in variousx countries and different continents, everywhere these FBI
agents were sent to and recelved information through intetrogation.

bribery or subterfuge. And, naturaily, the incident with the rifle
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ectivated 211 this ingane ectivity.

Az2in Jenner zave me 8 hint at the bezinning of the interrogation.
te asked nme:"didn't you know that Osvald tried to shoot General Valker?®

You already know from the previous chapters wiat had actually
tappeaed, and what M:zrinaz had sald later.,

"0f course not," I answered, "ny pot-shot joko was in a dublous
taste but only a jokz nevefthelcss."

"Rut Harina sald," continued Jenner, "you knew about it, you said
&0 yourself,"

Naw, after all thege years, reading for the first time the text
of thi Uarres Committea Report, wilch had haan too wepuliive for me
to touch, T zan see her statament. She quotes ne:how i3 it pessidle,
Lee, that ysu ailssed7¥¢paze 23)

This is what I was suppssad to hava sald that Caster n;ghc when my
wife and I arrived to zive a stuffed rabbtit to little June. And I
w33 supposed to kave sald that before entering the apartment and seeing

t

the rifle, This statement mads me Lee's comspirator, of course,

lowever, soon afterwsrds, in her deposition she affirmed in these
words :"George de dohrenschildt didn’t knou ahout it, he was smart

enough to have guessed it."
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And so, such a contcadictory and Llnane testimony forced the US
Sovernwent, via FEl to order tlie most complete, the mest costly and
the most uscless investiga.tion...

Could it lLe that Mersina was ;old by som;one in the Government,
especizlly in FRI, to use thls inene accusation, then to change 1t?

Mayte lMarina come day will &duiit how all this nonsense came about.
vGenerally, che spealks well of both of us in her furtlier deposition,
she calls Jeamme a zood fyxiend, and e "a strong wan” and a "liberal",

Corsidering Low foolich burcaucracy coulé be, maybe bhting's de-
position was poorly translated, hencc contradictory. Also t£ere was A
piece of jossip joing on in the Committee Fuildinj that Chlef Justice
Yarren liked Harina so much, that hc advise¢ her to imcriminate us,
to take pressure from hefself. After all, ve were mysterious Europo-
Adsiatics, living stroad and leading a strange 1ife. This would take
away the ating of ler sullt, because she did know that Lee tried to
shoot Cenexal Walier and misned.‘lf it were true, ke would have been
taken out off.the cizxzulation,

Anything is possible in this 3ossipy‘ bureaucratic atmosphere of

<;jthe Warren
innuendo, the first Watergate of Luie American Governuen
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Committee. Because the second version of Marina's debosttlon was
different azain. I would like to quote it exactly:"de Mohrenschildt di¢
not know anything about the shooting. Simply he thousht that jmztheugid
this wa; something he thought Lea was likely to do. He simply made a
joke and the sting of it hit the target.”

And thisvfinally, by all these devious way we came to the correct
version of the incident.

And then Mr. Rankin agked her:"from your knowledge were they (Lee
and.I) close enought sot that your husband would make George de Mohren
schildt a confident of anything like that?"

"No matter how close he might have been to anyone," answered Marina,
"he would kmxm not have confided such thing."

And thus, again, we came to a reasonably true answer,

It's hard to say whether Lee would have con.fided in me, this is
pure speculation and I tend to agree with Marina, Had he done so, 1
would have cetcatﬁly persuaded him not to follow such a foolish
entetgtiae.'As much is I dislike fascists; I would have been azainst
such a violent action against such an 1ngign1f1cant man like General

Walker. We used to call him for laughs "General Fokker™.



300

Marina is the only cne to know the truth whgcher Lee actually
shot at General Walker. If he did, his mind had been made up flrmly.
He would have remained secretive about it,

But there is a contradiction there; Lee wesn't a fool, Lf he had
shot at anyone, he would not heve kept his rifle rightviﬁ front of
the closet for anyone to lock at it, Now, when he had a large apartment
vith a2 lot of hiding pladces, he would have pizxedx put his rifle in
a well secreted corner.

In conclusion, poor Marina wae so mixed up in her testimonies, thﬁt
she did not even remember the incident described in this book, when w;
took'her away from Lee's apartment on Beckely street and carried her =x
the baby and the helonginzs to Mr. and Mrs. Meller's place. She bad
probably forgotten the burned flesh on her arm, anything, she must have
been terribly frightened.

And so, with her, at first, extremely demaging testimony, we got
investigated through and tlwough, at & zreat expense to American tax-
payer, and, fortunately for us, came out unacathed¢ fatally, just da-
maged morally and financially. -

A few more words about this lovely institution = FBI, which might

/

have played a good part during the zanster days in the prohibition ?
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7BI should change and bLe nore coatrolled by the Conjress. This insti-

. . . . ¢ g %
tution ghould adopt more wdden and sephisticated ways of Surete Gendral
or of Scotland vtaxd tc becone mora gophisticated, woxe secrative and

less naively visclous. ¥rankly 1 even prefexred the straizhtforward

boogle men with dark zlasses, es they had effectively protected the

"Papa Doc",
lives of Frosident Duvalier‘$nd of his family and still do protect

]
the life of his son "Baby Doc".  And FBI could not protect the lives
of the Prasident Joim ¥, Rennedy, of has brocher’Roher: nox, the ﬁosf‘
lmpoztant, the life of 2r, Martin Lucher king,
JRL Add 3o ameh daarge o us because, wiile scill n Haiti, 1

oftea exprassal an opinion cuat Lee was 2 patsy, that he was not iﬁte-

2p3ving an =zssassination of tiz man he 1liked and respectedﬂ
And L was algo an open critic of our Sovernment azeucies, because J,
Wdalton Moore whoa 1 had contacted regarding Lee, told me that he was
a "aexmless lunatic.” and, as a result of this frank critlecisa, FBL
tried to crucify us lun daiti, to daunge our contract there, with the
connivence of the Aumevican Fubassy. Iu the {inal result I lost a lot
of business contacts bacause FRL Lind prled too much into my private

life and exposed it in the wronz lizit.

43-792 0 - 79 - 20
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Ian a patsy....

We arz alive and enjoying life in a very diffecent way. We moved
away from the Lusinass world to:the academic world and Lit's more re-
wording. For this T have to thank Lee llarvey Osvald and Fil,

Fortunately also, we did not lose ouxr real {riends. :.Jow were we sent
to a concentration camp like the Japanese in world Jax IIX or the
Navejos in XIX century in Arizena. And we Co not zowplain, life is
intexesting ancd exciting for us. Uften we wish Lee were liare ;tth us
to shere some of the good changzes we are haQing in this country and in
thie world. He was too yoln; when he died.

Lut more often we ti:ink of siady aspects of this jruz-ome "inves-
tization", of the hard done to thls country and especially to the da-
mage to the mamory of Lee, wy Jead friend.

Jones, the cditor of the Hidlothian, iexas newspaper, and a simple
hicnest wan, told we upon ay return to the united states:"I shall never
fox,et ;ee Harvey COsvald's face, bLesten brutally to a pulp, of his
terrified exﬁression waen he was being led by beely policemen the day
of President Xemnady's assassination. Aand this younz man ept shouting

'l am a patsy'.... I am & patsyl....' Aud,” continued this elderly
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newspaperman,"I swear to God I knew that he was telling the truth."

I bad a premonition the day of Kennedy's essasaination, 3,000
mlles away, in naltl, that Lee was involved in some way, that he was
in deep trouble. It's strange low those things work..;

Think on the inserigtion on the picture we had discoveredlln our
lazcaze, How could a huntexr of the fascists be tie assassin of a
young and liberal President? Would Lee address this shotograph so en-
dearingly to we, knowing well how much I lixed Join F. Kennedy, had
ke intended to assassinate hia?

Would tis wife call lim, even sneeringly, Tthe fascists! hunter™,
1¥ her hausband wss praparing to assassinats tue wost liberal President
Aazrica avaer aadi

Whether you were vesponsible, =ven partially, even as a patsy,
in the conspiracy to assassinate, I Jo hope that this book will cast
30a2 true llght on the tyse of pecson you were, and will iekp you to
sleep in pezce.

Rnewing Lee and his truthfulness, my. wife and I believe that had
Lze had the chaace Lo spesk, hie would have told tiwe truth., 1f he even
had soine part in the assassinacion , ie would hzve proudly thrown to

the world his reasons {oc it.
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Lee was above all an individualist, an idealist who hoped to change
the world, not a blind slave led by his prejudices, by an excessive
devotion to a defined doctrine, to preconeelved notions.

He denled that he was the assassin to the last moment of his life.
And while Dallas poliece questioned him for forty some hours, he never
admitted anything. For som; reason, the police chief never reseased to
the Warren Committee any notes of this interrogation and he denied tﬁa:
the 1nteerogac16n had been tape-recorded. Dallas police supposedly had
not a single tape-recorder at the time. As primitive as the Dallas poli-
ce had been, such negligence is harly cfedible.

Chief Justice Warren, while interrogating the chief of police who
had said "we never got around to buy a tape-recorder™, asked acidly:
"wasn't it worth while to borrow a tape recorder when the assassination
of the President of thd United States was being investigated?™.

Tje City of Dallas was certainly rich enough at the time to have
acquired a tape-recorder.

And so the tape of Lee's interrogation either did not exist or had

mysteriously disappeared.

In my opinion Lee would have told the Cruth‘during this lenthy inter.
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rogation, during which he must have been beaten and maybe tortured,
he would have cracked down but his last words were:"I am a patsy!"
And so he was.

What I have been trying to concéntrate on was Lee's personality
and on what I had remembered, taped and noted , of his opinions,
his jokes and his remarks in our conversati ons.

Naturally, I could not avoid to relate what our relations with Lee
and Marina, and especially my friendship with Lee, had had on our Ilves;
1 hope that this book will correct the generally low opin}on

people in this country have had on Lee. Maybe this new focus on him
will have some influence on the ultimate judgement on the assassination
of President Kennedy.

Lee Harvey Osvald might have been sometimes violent, like almost
anyone amongst us, he might kill a person he hated, pe might have been
violent to a racist or a pseudo-racist, to someone who might want cg
hurt him and his family. But to assassinate the President he rather
admired, just for the glory of it, is entirely foreign to his persona-
lity.

Lee cared for freedom in this country and he cared for the improve-
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ment of the world tension at the time. And this type of a person
was being moved from one place to another by the Dallas police, the
movements were announced, the crowds were there, and thus he was shot
and killed.

Some other aspects of Lee's personality must emerge from this book.
Rixxx It shows that Lee was not a harmful person, on the conftaty a
rat?er inspiring individual.: his deep desire to improve relations
between the United States and the Soviet Union., It toog twelve years
and a man like Kissinger to achlieve partially this purpose. At last
the latent anomositlies between these superpowers are dinsipat;ng.

But Lee hoped for more: he hoped that these’two powerful countries‘
would become friends and he thrived to achieve it in a naive and maybe
foolish, but sincere, way. It is clear now that the war between these
two cofintries would end in a holocaust. And so, Lee Harvey Osval had
dreamed and hoped for a detente and for friendship, ﬁot'ao bad for -a
high-school dropout from a New Orleans slum,

It is always better for all of us to be friends than to fight, only[
insane people would want to fight now with the available nuclear arse-%

'

"nal, These insane people are forcing other to believe in the superior{
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ty of any weaponry. We can kill all the Russians hundred of times over
and they can do the same to us. So where does a "superiority" lead?

It 1s my firm opinion that Lee was never sure he was right, but
he was always groping for truth, for a light.

It mus}: come out clearly from all the material I had gathered here
that Lee was above all an@i-segregationist, he was anti any people who
discriminate against any minorities, against any underpriviledged.

Both Lee ahd I firmly believed that subservience to any éominnnt
political idea is wrong, people should try to discover an ideology - .
which fits them, even though it might be unpopular, and follow it. ‘
If not, we would become the same dummies Russlans were during Stalin's
time, Their servility backfired and they became victims of it. "ﬁq
did not try to find out who was right and who was wrong,” Lee told me
during one of our conversations, which often dealt with the Stalinist
times in Russia. He had learned a lot in Minsk. "Free people,” he had
sai;l. "ghould not remain mere pawns in the world game of chess plgy_ed~
by the rulers." |

Some time ago I saw a program, sponséred by some safety razor firm,
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which featured Lee talking in New Orleans on the radio. This was re-
garding his pro-Cuban activity; The program was taped and Lee's photos
were ingerted. Lee spokevrﬁcher intelligently but the lnserted.photos
made his look ugly and threateﬁtng. It was a nasty way to portray a
dead man. Technically the program was awful} had no much sense anyway,
but its purpose was to brainwash the American people inco bellieving
more firmly that Lee was the sole Qnd only assassin.

And we will never know the whole truth until someone will come
forward, confess and will accept the guilt.

Let's recall some of my conversations with Lee regaxrding Fidel
Castro. Lee was rather an admirer of Fidel and especially of Che
Guevara, a romantic, swashbuckling personage. In his mind Fidel was
a sincere man who almed to the best for his country, to eradicate
raclial prejudice and to bring a soclal equality to his people. I do
not think he knew very much about Cuba and yls information came through
his contacts with Cuban students and techniclans he had met Ln'Mlnsk.

Lee liked Fidel as a representative of a small country, an uhde:-.
dog, facing ferlessly a huge and powerful country like United States.

Che appealed to him as a handsome, brilliant doctor, who had tra-
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veled around Latin America, discovering basic injustices and who even-
tually tried to correct them. He did know that in aome.of the poorest
parished of Mext;o the peasants considered him a new Savior., Now Che
1s dead, the man who killed him was assassinated recently in Paris. So
it's all immaterial.

Regarding the Bay of Pigs, Lee thought it was an utter disaster.
He wasz sure that we should not have gotten involved in the internal
affairs of Cuba, He was against the Cuban refugees, but this subject
was not discussed too much between us. He th;ught that Cuba before
Castro was a whorehouse for the American tourists, @ieadquarters of
American racketeers like Lansky and Co. These were his opinions.

As far as I was concerned, 1 was not sure whether he was right or
not, I knew Cuba very slightly myself, I was there a year or so before
Castro's victory over Battista. To me it was a cheerful, corrupt
country; but austerity did not seem to fit the Cuban sunny natures.

" Lee thought President Kennedy should not allowed any invasion of
Cuba, but he was not vehement or violent in his v}ewa on this subject.
1 have the impression that the matter was of not much interess to him. °*
Lee never expressed any hatred for Kennedy beca;se of the Bay of Plgs'

he just calmly assessed as a very foolish action.



310

Remember that many Cuban refugees and thedr relatives paid with
their lives for this invasion, and the ones who remained alive and
here consider the disaster Kennedy's fault. I cannot visualize Lee
being in cahoots with these Cuban refugees in New Orleans, as some’
so;lrces suggest but he might have played his own game, meeltng some of
them, checking just for the hell of it what thelr motivgtions were.

The amuzing and attractive side of Lee's personality was that he
liked to play with his own life, he was an actor in real life. A very
curious individual.

On the other hand, I can very easily visuallze Lee joining a pro-
Castro group.

In my humble opinion, as indicated by some events and conversations
in éhis book, the Kennedy family did not want to pursue the matter of
finding the real, unquestionable, assassin, nor a conspiracy. And they
could have done it with their own, immense, private resources. If
someboy would kill my son or my brother, I certainly would want to be
sure who did it. But possibly the pérsonality of Lee Harvey Osvald
suited perfec\cly the political purposes of the Kennedy family.

Lee was a "lunatic® and a "Marxist" who killed John F. Kennedy
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without any reason and made a martyr out of him. And so, the wmatter
was closed for ever., Why lock for more responsible people?

Regarding Lee's real or imaginary attempt at General Walker's life
will remain a mystery. There are stories going around that, accoring
to Marina, Lee also wanted to shoot Nixsm, whom he considered a reac;
tionary of the same type as Walkexr. This was at the time when Nixon
was vice-President. But Lee neverv even ;poke to me about Nixon, so it
eemains pure speculation. |

The picture appearing with this book, was taken by Marina, so she
says in her deposition in Junuary or February of 1962. Dedications

were made probably at the same time.
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Final conclusion for us, Lee's friends.

We are alive and fairly healthy. I returned to teaching and am
happy to be with young people. Buy I often miss Lee and his stimula-
ting presence.BReal friends remained faithful and good to us, the
superficlal and false relationship disappeared.

Yet, this past friendship with Lee had strangely advierse effects
on our lives. People read superficlally this gossipy Warren Report
and wonder who these strange people are."l‘hey call us, ask foolish
questions. Even to-day insidious articles appear claiming that we
were "bribed" (by whom?) to hide the truth about Kennedy's assassina-
_tion. Subsequent publicity make us controversial and even gruesomely
threatening.

Up to this day I read strange idiocies about myself. An example is
a book published in French "L'Amerique Brule" - America Burns.e The
publishers are in Luxembourg where they cannot be sued. In this book
I am an alleged CIA agent assigned to Lee Harvey Osvald. Let me tran-
sléte a chapter regarding my relationship with Lee.

-Osvald was put under supervision by the CIA and interrogated as
well as tested by one of the specialists utilized by the CIA in Washin-

|

gton D.C. and by its Houston Branch. He was an oilman, whose ‘nom de
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guerre (operative name) was George de Mohrenschildt.-
I ceetainly should have chosen an easier nom de guerre!

His nackname was "the Chinaman" and he pretend to have been
born in Ukralneénd wag an ex-officerx in the Polish Cavalry. He was
recruited during the war by 0SS and was inscribed in 1944 at the
University of Texas where he obtained a depree of a geologlical engi-
neer, ppecializing in Petroleum Geology. The CIA had utilized him
in Iran, in Indonesia, in Egypt, in Panama, in Nicaragua, in San
Sa{lvadox', in Honduras, in Ghansa, in Togoland and finally in Haiti,
where he worked "in principle"” with Sinclair Oil Company. de Mohren-
schildt was closely connected with or mixed up with oil circles and
was member of Dallas Petroleum Club, Abilene Country Club, Dallas
Soclety of Petroleum Geologists. He had very close relations with ma-
nagers of Kerr-McGee Oyl Company, Continental 041 Company, Coswell Oil
Equipment, Texas-Eastern Corporation and also with John Mecom of
Rouston. He was a distinguished and cultured man, who was part of the
establishmen and member of the social reglster. His White-Ruasian
wife, born in China, often operated with him.- Another of his covers

was ICA, Washington D.C.- "
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And so I here standing for judgement. I have never been to some
of the countries mentioned here (for example Egypt and Indonesia)
and I lived and worked in many other countries thép article did not
mention. In each case 1 elther worked for myself or for some oil
companies, but I never, never worked for CIA. And I do not think CIA
will hire me in the future,

As for hlie I.C.A. mentioned above, this was the name of the Srpaxkn
wen division of the State Departme nt, a shortening of Inernational
Cooperation Administration which dealt with economic help #broad. 1
was hired as a petrole.um technician in that capacity worked for a year
in Yugoslavia.

I cannnt say that I never was a CIA agent, I cannot prove it, I
cannot prove either that I ever was. Nobody can,

Only fecennly disclosures have been made giving names of the CIA
agents who were at the same time ou;' State Department employees and
worked in our embassies and consulates in varlous capacities. Before
this the fact of belonging to CIA was a well kept secret,

And so, almost everything I had done in my life became distorted
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and suspiclous by wunscrupulous reporters and gossip-nongers.

The latest infraction into my privacy come from the people who want
to write about Lee Harvey Osvald. They rehash the Warren Conmittee
information,

Just a few months ago in the San Francisco Chronicle and in the
Chicago Tribune, suggesting snidely that I had pone to the Bahamas
after the assassinationto be pald off there by someone, to kgep some
secrets regaring Lee Harvey Osvald... And what can you do £bout it?
Suing is not my stule and I have no timz for it, And so I write to
these writers and reckéve letters of apologies.

Another painful annoyance to us to think that some of our good
friends, in the foreizrn countivies where I had worked, read this trash
and may belleve that I was some kind of an sgent and that they had be-
friended a double-faced individual.

The same susplcion applies to my wife and her friends abroad.

Let us hope that this book, poorly written and disjointed, but

sincere, will help to cleaxr up our relationship with our dear, dead

friend Lee.
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